
CHAPTER II

THE SEED WAS PLANTED ...

The f i r s t  Sunday Schoo l  o f  what  would become Ke lham

Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  o f

V incent  and  Sarah  B a t h .  S a r a h  B a t h ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,

wrote in the off ic ia l  minutes of the church, that L. L.  Scott

h a d  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  b y

Immanuel  Church.  Th i s  was  i n  Decembe r  1908 .  Whateve r

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e x a c t  b e g i n n i n g  o f  K e l h a m  A v e n u e

Church ,  i t  i s  we l l  n i gh  a  ce r ta i n ty  that  the  chu rch  wou ld

never have atta ined the stature it  d id without the cont inu-

ed support of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Bath.

Vincent L.  Bath was born in Ohio,  May 14, 1858. At the

age of  three he was taken to Sandusky,  Oh io ,  and he l ived

there  unt i l  he  re located in  Ok lahoma.  George  and  Mat i l da

Bath,  who had emigrated f rom Eng l and  i n  1856 ,  we re  the

parents of  V incent L.  Bath .  When George Bath d ied at  the

age of  n inety- four ,  he  was the o ldest  man in  Er ie  County ,

Ohio. Vincent Bath's mother l ived to the age of eighty-six. 

On December 8, 1891, in Green Bay, Wiscons in ,  V incent

L.  Bath marr ied h is  second wife ,  Sarah A.  Ke lham,  who for

ten years was a teacher in  the publ ic  schools of  Sandusky.

Mrs.  Bath's parents,  John and El izabeth Kelham, came from

Lincolnsh i re ,  England,  in  1851 and  we r e  among  t he  e a r l y

sett lers of that sect ion of the Ohio terr itory.  Mr. Kelham was

one of the leading contractors in Sandusky.



Vincent Bath                                    Sarah (Kelham) Bath

Vincent and Sarah Bath moved to Oklahoma on November

30 ,  1900 .  Sho r t l y  the rea f te r  he  pu rchased  a n  e x ce l l e n t

quarter-sect ion farm on the eastern outsk i rts  of  Ok lahoma

C i ty .  He re  he  bu i l t  a  m o d e r n  ( b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e

times) two-story house. 

Bath Home, ca.  1909

Situated on a high hi l l ,  the house commanded a  v iew of

Edmond and the ad jo in ing county.  A contemporary  a r t i c l e

described it this way1:  

The  B a t h  home  i s  a  n e a t  two - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  f i t t e d  up  i n  t h e

m o s t  m o d e r n  m a n n e r .  T h e  e q u i p m e n t  i n c l u d e s  a  p r i v a t e  g a s

p l an t ,  ho t  wa te r ,  and  gaso l i ne  eng i ne  f o r  pump ing  w a t e r .  T h e

h o u s e  i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  s t y l e .  A  s p a c i o u s  p o r c h

enables one to enjoy the  coo l  b reezes  that  a re  waf ted  i n  and  to

command  a  beaut i f u l  v i ew  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e

r e a r  i s  a  s p a c i o u s  a n d  c o m m o d i o u s  b a r n ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  a

supe rb  equ i pment ,  i n c l ud i ng  seve r a l  Co l umbus  c a r r i a g e s .  M r .

Bath i s  the owner  of  four  sp lend id  horses ,  one  o f  wh i ch ,  a  co l t ,

1The State of  Ok lahoma,  I ts  Men and Inst i tut ions ,  The Da i ly  Ok lahoman,
1908, page 77.





promises  to  deve lop into  a  br i l l i ant  pacer .

Mr. Bath was a director of the State Fair and was one of

the three persons instrumenta l  in  locat ing the fa i rgrounds

on Eastern Avenue at the present locat ion of  Douglas H igh

S c h o o l .  M r .  B a t h  w a s  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r s  a n d

M e c h a n i c s  B a n k ,  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e

150,000 Club, and a  Mason .  He  was  a l so  a  d i recto r  o f  the

Oklahoma Trust and Banking Company of Wewoka and  t rea -

surer of the Oklahoma Central Oi l  and Gas Company.

In  1906 a  port ion  o f  t h e  B a t h  f a r m  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o

bui ld ing lots,  of which 346 were sold in forty-f ive days.  He

cont ro l l ed  severa l  subd iv i s ions  on  the  nor theast  s i d e  o f

Oklahoma City.

A b o u t  1 9 1 0 ,  M r .  B a t h  m o v e d  t h e  t w o - s t o r y  h o u s e

westward to the next lot and bui lt  a new br ick home on the

o ld  locat ion .  Th i s  home w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e

bu i l d i ng  tha t  f o r  many  yea r s  was  Hubba rd  Hosp i t a l .  The

original Bath home was destroyed by f i r e  a  few yea rs  a f te r

it  was moved. Mr.  Bath later bu i l t  a home on the east  s ide

o f  E a s t e r n  Avenue  a t  2101  No r t hea s t  Fou r t een th .  Th i s

home is no longer in existence.

Vincent and Sarah Bath had no chi ldren of their own, but

in 1902 they adopted  two orphan  ch i l d ren ,  a  b rother  and

s i s t e r ,  a g e d  s i x  a n d  t h r e e ,  A u g u s t a  ( “ G u s s i e ” )  a n d

George.2 S a r a h  A .  ( K e l h a m )  B a t h  d i e d  D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,

1922,  and  V incent  L .  Bath  d ied  February  21 ,  1946.  Both

a r e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  F a i r l a w n  C e m e t e r y ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,

Oklahoma.

The f ledgl ing Sunday School  sponsored by  Immanue l  on

Kelham Avenue had a d i f f icu lt  t ime.  There was l i tt le  money

avai lab le ;  so receipts were scanty.  To  g ive  an  idea  of  just

2G e o r g e  B a t h  d i e d  M a y  1 3 ,  1 9 7 3  a n d  i s  b u r i e d  i n  R o s e  H i l l  C e m e t e r y .
Guss ie  mar r i ed  C .  Harper  Or th ,  and  was  l i v i ng  i n  1980.



how t ight  f i nances  were ,  the  fo l l ow ing  i s  taken  f rom the

off ic ia l  Sunday School records of the t ime.3

Owe f rom last  year–$1.80 .

Jan.  7 Rec'd one back co l lect ion–$ .20

Refunded f rom last  coa l  for  hau l ing  i t  ourse lves–$.15

Evening contr ibut ion–$.10

Jan .  10 Rec 'd  f rom Mrs .  Anderson–$.50 

Pa id  jan i tor  for  December  1911–$1.00  

Ma r .  29  E l ec t r i c  l i gh t  b i l l ,  f i r s t  qua r te r  –$3 .00

Lad ies '  A id  pa id  j an i to r  fo r  Apr i l .

In  1909 Vincent and  Sa r ah  Ba th  gave  two  l o t s  on  t he

n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  N o r t h e a s t  T h i r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m

Avenue .  These  we re  deeded  to  Immanue l  Chu rch  fo r  t he

p u r p o s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  m i s s i o n  b u i l d i n g .  A  t w e n t y -

four–foot–by–thirty–foot bui lding was constructed on these

lots.  L .  L .  Scott ,  D i s t r i c t  M iss ionary ,  was  the  head of  the

f i rst Sunday School .4

3” A c c o u n t  o f  C h u r c h  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  E x p e n s e s , ”  K e l h a m  A v e n u e
Miss ion ,  1912 (Brew ington Co l lect ion ,  Ok lahoma C i ty) .

4A s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r
1913  l i s t  L .  L .  S co t t  a s  p a s t o r  o f  D i x on  Chu r c h ,  Mu s t ang  Chu r c h ,  a nd
Wa lnut  G rove  Church  i n  Ok lahoma C i ty .  The  m inutes  a l so  note  that  “The
Bapt i s t  D is t r i c t  Assoc iat ion  was  organ ized  at  Norman ,  Ok lahoma,  August
29-30 ,  1890.  E ighteen churches  went  in to  the  organ izat ion .  The  Cent ra l
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 8 9 .  T h e s e  t w o  a s s o c i a t i o n s
cove red  p r ac t i c a l l y  t he  s ame  t e r r i t o r y ;  t he  f i r s t  co -ope r a t i ng  w i t h  t he
Southern Bapt ist  Convetn ion [s ic]  and second  co -operat i ng  w i th  the  Nor -
t h e r n  S o c i e t i e s .  T h e  t w o  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  con so l i d a t ed  a t  Wa tonga ,
September  16,  1902.”  (T ie fe l  Co l l ect ion) .  The  m inutes  fo r  1926 fo r  the
C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e c o r d  t h a t  “ t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  O k l a h o m a
County presented to the a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e
Centra l  D istr ict  and organ ize an Ok lahoma County  Assoc ia t ion ,  l ook ing  to
the better deve lopment  o f  the i r  m i ss i on  te r r i to ry .  A f te r  a  tho rough  and
f r i end l y  d i s cuss i on  the  a ssoc i a t i on  acqu i e sced  i n  t he  move  and  l e t t e r s
w e r e  g r a n t e d  t o  a l l  c h u r c h e s  w i s h i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  n e w  a s s o c i a t i o n . ”
(T ie fe l  Co l lect ion) .



Mrs .  and  Mrs .  L .  L .  Scot t  ( “Scot t i e ” )

Bapt ist  Messenger  (Apr i l  1951)  

F i n a n c e s  w e r e  a  c o n t i n u o u s ,  n a g g i n g  p r o b l e m .  T h e

amount rece ived for  the ent i re  year  of  1912, was $36.61,

and the miss ion's  expenses were $39.40,  leav ing a  de f i c i t

o f  $2 .79 .  The  Lad i es '  A i d  Soc i e ty  used  eve ry  l eg i t imate

means to ra i se  money.  They even went  f rom door  to  door

of the members, sol ic it ing payment of t ithes.

In spite of  the f inanc ia l  prob lems,  there  was cont inued

g r ow th  i n  t h e  S unday  S choo l  membe r s h i p ,  T h r ough  t h e

summer of  1913,  the  ave rage  a t tendance  was  more  than

f i f t y  e a c h  S u n d a y .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  i n  t h e

treasury ,  Ke lham Miss ion  n e v e r  f o r g o t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a

miss ionary  Bapt i s t  church .  The  of f i c i a l  records  show t ha t

on  Apr i l  1 2 ,  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e y  s e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  E a s t e r  c o l l e c -

tion–$2.56–to be used in the mission field.

Du r i ng  these  t roub l ed  t imes ,  one  o f  t h e  s t a u n c h e s t

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  w a s  G e o r g e  T i e f e l ,  f a t h e r  o f

K a t h a r i n  ( T i e f e l )  T a y l o r .  M r .  T i e f e l  w a s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l

super intendent and Sunday Schoo l  teacher  t h r o u g h  a l l  o f

K e l h a m ' s  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  d e v o t e d

member of Kelham unti l  his death in 1959. 

George and Este l le  Ann (B ledsoe) T iefe l







Dur i ng  th i s  pe r i od  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e g u l a r l y  a s s i g n e d

pastors to Ke lham Miss ion.  Somet imes a min ister  f rom the

d i s t r i c t  m i s s i ona ry  con fe rence  w o u l d  p r e a c h .  A t  o t h e r

t i m e s  t h e  R e v e r e n d  L .  J .  D y k e  w o u l d  d e l i v e r  t h e

message.5  A t  t i m e s  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  p a s t o r  f r o m

Immanuel ,  the sponsor of Kelham Avenue Miss ion.  At  o the r

times there would be only Sunday School  with a lay member

reading some scr iptures.

Lodire Judson Dyke                                                  L .J .  Dyke

as a young man                                   in h is Oklahoma days

Th is  rather  er rat ic  operat ion  cont inued for  some t ime,

unt i l ,  on Apr i l  12,  1913,  a  f ew  o f  t he  wo r ke r s  i n  Ke l h am

A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  m e t  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  b u i l d i n g  t o

5Lod i re  Judson  Dyke  (1840–1927) ,  n a m e d  f o r  A d o n i r a m  J u d s o n ,  b o r n  i n
Newark ,  New Jersey ,  came to  Ok lahoma in  1891 after  pastor ing  a  chu rch
i n  C o f f e y v i l l e ,  K S .  H e  h a d  s e r v e d  a s  a  m i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n
Bapt ist  Home Miss ion Soc iety to the Wich ita  and Caddo Ind ians  and led  in
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s e v e n t y - s i x  c h u r c h  h o u s e s  ( T h o b u r n  a n d  W r i g h t ,  A
H is to ry  o f  the  State  and  I t s  Peop le ,  L e w i s  H i s t o r i c a l  P ub l i c a t i o n s ,  New
Yo rk ,  Vo l .  i v ,  p .  588) .  Assoc i a t i ona l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 1 3  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l
D i s t r i c t  Bapt i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  l i s t  M r s .  L .  J .  D y k e  a s  a  m e s s e n g e r  f r o m
F i r s t  Chu r ch ,  Ok l a homa  C i t y .  G l a dy s  F a i r c h i l d ,  h e r  d augh te r ,  i n d i c a t ed
that when the  fam i l y  moved  back  to  Ok l ahoma C i ty  f rom Atoka  i n  1907 ,
t hey  s e t t l e d  a t  “1521  NE  23 rd ”  a nd  h e r  mo the r  b e came  a  t e a c h e r  o f
“C lass  21”  She then began to  look  fo r  m iss ions  work  in  wh ich  to  become
invo l ved ,  wo rk i ng  f i r s t  a t  Immanue l  and  then  a t  K e l h a m .  M r s .  F a i r c h i l d
noted  that  she  f i r s t  se rved  as  a  Sunday  Schoo l  t eache r  t he re ,  t each i ng
S a r a h  B a t h ’ s  d a u g h t e r  “ G u s s i e ”  ( P e r s o n a l  L e t t e r ,  B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .





d i s c u s s  t h e  p r op r i e t y  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  i n t o  a

Bapt i s t  chu r ch .  T h e  R e v e r e n d  F r e d  W .  B a r n a c l o ,  w h o

s o m e t i m e s  p r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  M i s s i o n ,  w a s  c h o s e n  a s

M o d e r a t o r ,  a n d  S a r a h  B a t h  w a s  c h o s e n  a s  C l e r k .  A

committee  was  formed to  canvass  and report  the  number

avai lable to perfect such an organization. Those chosen for

the committee were Sarah Bath ,  Fe rn  Va rve l ,  and  George

Tiefe l .

Later  that month, the committee reported to the group

that there were th irty-seven Bapt ists who had expressed a

des i re  to  enter  into  the  o rgan i za t i on  o f  a  chu rch .  I t  was

mid-December before a l l  of  the  techn ica l i t i es  were  i roned

out ,  and the group gathered in  the miss ion bu i ld ing to or -

ganize a regular  Bapt i s t  church .  L .  J .  Dyke  was  chosen  as

Moderator and had charge of the organization services.

The minutes of December 14, 1913, report, 

The letters  of  d i sm i s s i on  f r om s i s t e r  chu r ches  we re  r ead  and  the re

were  th i r ty - seven  names .  The re  was  some d i scuss ion  as  to  whethe r

t h o s e  w h o s e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  c o u l d  b e  c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s

un less they were present in  person.  The books were to be left  open a

short  t ime.  The covenant  was  read and those  who w ished to  become

members p ledged themselves to the covenant.  I t  was  dec ided  to  take

The  Bapt i s t  Church  Manua l  a s  ou r  gu ide .  B rothe r  George  T i e f e l  w a s

chosen deacon,  and Sarah Bath was se lected as c lerk .

The thirty-seven charter members were as fo l lows6:

1. Mr .  George  T ie fe l 2 . Mrs .  Ka rena  Anderson

3. Mr .  Em i l  Johnson 4. Mrs .  Ju l i a  Johnson

5. Mr .  W.B .  Maddox 6. Mrs. Minnie Maddox (Mrs.  W.B.)

7. M iss  Anna  Maddox 8. Mrs .  Sa rah  Ba th

9. Miss  Augusta Bath 10. Mr .  George E .  Bath

11. M r .  J . F .  Maddox 12. Mr .  Lon  M.  Maddox

13. Mr .  Oh ley  W.  Maddox 14. Miss  Nann ie  Layne

15. M r s .  Maybe l l  P a r n e l l 16. M r .  G .A .  Wa rne r  

* 1 7 . Mrs .  Mabe l  Wa rne r  * 1 8 . M iss  Maud  E .  C ra ig  

* 1 9 . M i ss  Lau ra  E .  Ve rm i l l i on 20. Mrs .  Eve ret t  M .  Johnson  

* 2 1 . M iss  Esther  E .  Johnson * 2 2 . Mrs .  Ma ry  Vaughn

6Un p u b l i s h e d  m i n u t e s ,  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,
1913,  p .  4 (Brewington Co l lect ion) .



23. M r s .  W .R .  R i s t e r 24. Mr .  Nathan Stee le

25. Mrs. Nathan (Martha) Steele 26. Mr .  W i l ey  S tee l e

27. M i s s  Debb ie  S i l e r 28. M i ss  C leo  Soa rd

29. Mr .  A .W .  Pa r sons 30. M r .  Pau l  Pa r sons  

* 3 1 . Mrs .  No ra  Pea r son 32. M i s s  May  Pea r son

33. M i s s  Fay  Pea r son 34. M i s s  Luc i l l e  Pea r son

35. Mr .  Oh ley  Pea rson  * 3 6 . M i s s  B e s s i e  L o w r y  ( a l s o  

37. M r s .  Ma r y  Ha r a sha shown as :  Bess ie  Hu l l )

*  Those  marked  w i th  an  aste r i sk  were  l a te r  g ranted  l e t te rs  o f  d i sm iss ion .

O n  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  G .  A .  W a r n e r ,  N a t h a n  S t e e l e ,

Everett Johnson, and Vincent L. Bath were elected t rustees

of the church. 

On  May  31 ,  1914 ,  a  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o

consider cal l ing a  pastor .  B rother  George  T ie fe l  was  made

Modera to r .  A f te r  some remarks  t he  chu r ch  dec i ded  t ha t

voting should be done by ba l lot .  F red W.  Barnac lo  rece ived

nine votes and L.  J .  Dyke received e ight  votes .  Before  the

bal lots were cast it  was moved, seconded, and carr ied that

t h e  p a s t o r a t e  b e  f o r  n o  d e f i n i t e  t i m e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e

pas to ra te  wou ld  te rm ina te  wheneve r  so  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e

major i ty  of  t he  c hu r ch .  B r o t he r  B a r nac l o  h ad  s en t  wo rd

that in the event of  h i s  be ing chosen pastor ,  he  wanted a

written cal l .

Brother  Ewing moved that the ca l l  be made unan imous,

b u t  w h e n  s o m e  o b j e c t e d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  f a r  f r o m

unan imous ,  Brother  Ew ing w i thdrew h is  mot ion .  Mrs .  Bath

tendered her res ignat ion a s  Chu r ch  C l e r k ,  bu t  i t  was  no t

voted on by the church at that t ime.

On June 7 ,  1914 ,  a f t e r  t he  mo rn i ng  s e r v i c e ,  B r o the r

B a r n a c l o ' s  l e t t e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  w a s  r e a d .

Immediately after morning serv ice,  a bus iness meet ing was

ca l led,  dur ing which i t  was found  that  the  p roceed ings  o f

the previous business meeting were i l legal; seventeen votes

were  cast ,  on ly  s i x teen  l ega l  vote rs  had  been  i n  a t t end -

ance.



I t  was voted to  reca l l  the  ca l l  to  B rother  Barnac lo  and

to give two weeks '  pub l i c  not i ce  that  a  bus iness  meet ing

was to be held for the purpose of cal l ing a pastor.

Two  weeks  l a te r  anothe r  bu s i n e s s  mee t i ng  was  he l d .

Brother  Dyke had announced that  he  was  not  a  cand ida te

fo r  the  pos i t i on  o f  pas to r ,  but  tha t  he  was  s imp ly  do ing

what he cou ld  to  he lp  the  in fant  church .  Brother  Barnac lo

was the only candidate. There were twenty-one present who

could legal ly vote. There were twenty-one votes  cast ,  f ive

f o r  and  s i x t een  aga i n s t  Ba r nac l o .  I t  was  t he r e fo r e  s u g -

g e s t e d  t h a t  B r o t h e r  D y k e  b e  a s k e d  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e

church  w i th  he lp  f rom R .  C .  M i l l s .7 The  church  wou ld  ope-

rate in this manner unti l  some other method opened up.

On August 12, 1914, another business meeting was held.

The  chu r ch  vo t ed  t o  s end  a  l e t t e r  a s k i ng  t h a t  t h e y  b e

a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e

messenge r s  chosen  to  a t tend  the  a ssoc i a t i ona l  meet i ng

w e r e  N a t h a n  S t e e l e ,  M a r t h a  ( M r s .  N a t h a n )  S t e e l e ,  a n d

Everett  Johnson .  C .  D .  Ew ing  was  e lected  deacon .  I t  wa s

also voted to take f ive dol lars from the church t reasury  to

pay the grocery bi l l  of a destitute member.

On  December  27 ,  1914 ,  the  f i r s t  r e v i v a l  m e e t i n g  o f

Ke lham Avenue  Chu rch  began ,  conducted  by  L .  L .  Scot t ,

D i s t r i c t  M i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  Cen t r a l  B ap t i s t  Assoc i a t i on .

This seemed very appropr iate, as Brother Scott had charge

of the miss ions’  f i rst Sunday School organized by Immanuel

Church, in December, 1908, that was real ly the beginning of

Ke lham Avenue Church.  Dur ing the rev iva l  t he  chu r ch  was

b l e s s e d  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  a n d  t w e n t y - s i x  p r o f e s s e d  f a i t h  i n

C h r i s t .  O f  t h e  e l e v e n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  b a p t i s m ,  f i v e  w e r e

baptized at Immanuel Church, by L. J. Dyke. They were John

E r i c k s o n ,  S r . ,  J o h n  E r i c k s o n ,  J r . ,  I r v i n  S c o t t ,  G e r o l d

7The Associational minutes for 1919 give his initials. In the minutes for 1913 he is listed
as pastor at Banner Church.



Shaeffer ,  and Roy Green.  The rev iva l  meet ing lasted three

weeks.

On March 7 the church voted to  order  f i f ty  songbooks ,

The New Evangel ,  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  S u n d a y

School.  The total  cost was seven dol lars and f ifty cents.

I n  May  1915 anothe r  bus i ness  meet i ng  was  c a l l e d  t o

c h o o s e  a  p a s t o r .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  cand i da te ,

Brother  Barnac lo ,  i t  was  deemed  i n  o rde r  t o  vo te  aye o r

nay .  There  were  e ight  members  present ,  and  seven  votes

were cast .  There were s i x  votes  fo r  B rother  Ba rnac lo  and

one vote against him. Since Brother Barnaclo had more than

three- four ths  o f  the  votes  cast ,  he  was  dec la red  e lected

to  the  pas to ra te .  S a r a h  B a t h  r e s i g n e d  a s  C h u r c h  C l e r k

a g a i n .  I t  s e e m s  s h e  h e l d  a  d e f i n i t e  po s i t i o n  r ega r d i ng

Brother  Barnac lo  as  pastor .  H i s tory  may  have  p roved  he r

cor rect .

In  Apr i l  1915 the trustees were author ized to secu re  a

deed  f rom the  Immanue l  Chu rch ,  to  the  l o ts  occup ied  by

Ke lham Avenue  Church .  Immanue l  ag reed  to  execute  a n d

del iver the deed for the sum of $150. B rother  Warner  and

Mrs. Bath were replaced by Brothers Ewing and Er ickson on

the Board of Trustees.

A  commit tee  was  chosen  to  i nvest igate  i nco rporat i ng

the church.  The committee cons isted of  B rothers  E r i ckson

and Johnson, and Sister Ri l l ie Ewing.

I n  Apr i l  1915 an  i n te rna l  p rob l em a rose .8  O n e  o f  t h e

c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  h a d  r e p o r t e d l y  m a d e  s o m e  u n s e e m l y

r e m a r k s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a n o t h e r  c h u r c h  m e m b e r .  A

fe l lowsh ip  committee  was  appo inted to  c o u n s e l  w i t h  t h e

offending member and to request that  he apo log ize to the

church.  Numerous prayerfu l  meet ings were he ld to counse l

the ind iv idua l ,  but  when the ind iv idua l  refused to pub l ic ly

8S e e  A p p e n d i x  A  f o r  a  p h o t o c o p y  o f  t h e  p o s t c a r d  s e n t  o u t  t o  c h u r c h
members on th is  occas ion.



admi t  h i s  e r ro r ,  the  chu rch  voted  to  w i thd raw  fe l lowsh ip

f rom h im.  Th is  was the f i rst  instance of  a  member's being

“churched” in Kelham's history.

A b o u t  t h i s  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  p a s t o r ,  B r o t h e r  B a r n a c l o ,

made some so r t  o f  g r i e vous  e r r o r .  Anothe r  m in i s t e r  was

asked  to  t a ke  ca r e  o f  h i s  du t i e s .  I n  J une  1915 ,  B ro the r

Ba rnac l o  came  fo rwa rd  a n d  m a d e  s t a t e m e n t  a s  t o  h i s

conduct  and  the  fau l t  i n  wh ich  he  was  over taken .  Mot ion

w a s  m a d e  a n d  c a r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r g i v e  B r o t h e r

Barnac lo .  Brother  Barnac lo  asked that  the  chu rch  resc i nd

his call as pastor of the church. His request was accepted.

 In  Ju ly  1915,  T .  B .  C ro s s  c ame  to  Ke l h am  a s  i n t e r im

pastor .9 A  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f

Kelham for seven weeks at two dol lars per Sunday.  He was

apparent ly a no-nonsense type of ind iv idua l .  At  the end of

the f i rst  church serv ice he he ld ,  he asked whether  anyone

wanted to un ite  with the church  by  bap t i sm  o r  by  l e t t e r .

None came f o r w a r d .  T h e n  B r o t h e r  C r o s s  a s k e d  w h e t h e r

anyone wanted to leave the church by  le t te r  o r  otherw ise .

None came forward. That seemed to sett le that.

A f te r  the  res ignat ion  o f  S a r a h  B a t h  a s  C l e r k ,  J .  D .

Welborn was chosen t o  s e r ve .  R i l l a  Ew i ng ,  who  had  been

chosen as Sunday Schoo l  secretary ,  asked to  be rep laced,

as she was moving away.

A Sunday School picnic was planned for August 9, 1915.

The plan was to r ide the streetcar ,  which would leave from

Northeast  Th i rteenth a n d  L o t t i e  a t  9 : 4 5  A .M .  I n  c a s e  o f

r a i n ,  t he  p i cn i c  wou ld  be  r eschedu l ed  fo r  t h e  n e x t  d a y .

Memor ies  seem to  have  d immed as  to  e xac t l y  whe r e  t he

picn ic  was he ld,  but  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  wa s  e i t h e r  a t  t h e

Fa i rg rounds  on  Eastern  Avenue or  at  Whee le r  Park  on  the

river between Robinson and Walker.

9The  m inutes  o f  the  Cent ra l  Bapt i s t  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1919 l i s t  T .  B .  C r o s s
as  an  orda ined min ister  who was a  member  o f  Cap i to l  H i l l  Chu rch  (T i e fe l
Co l lect ion) .



Sunday School  P icn ic .  L .  J .  Dyke is  the man seated in  f ront .  The baby in  the

upper  l e f t  co rne r  i s  Katha r i n  T ie fe l  Tay lo r .

At the  bus iness  meet ing  h e l d  o n  Augus t  11 ,  1915 ,  a

motion was made by Brother Barnaclo that a committee be

appo i n t ed  t o  a s k  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w h o  w e r e  g o i n g  o n

hayr ides on Sunday and on Wednesday n ights  to cease the

habit and to  pu t  t he i r  t ime  i n  wo r k i ng  f o r  t he  chu r ch .  A

committee was appo inted ,  but  the  m inutes  do  not  record

the resu lts .

The same month, another pulp it  committee was chosen,

as  Ke lham had on ly  an inter im pastor .  I t  was a lso  dec ided

there would be a deacon ordination, at a t ime to be chosen,

i n  O c t o b e r .  T h e  o r d i n a t i o n  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e

fourteenth, with the ordination sermon being preached by J.

H.  Haskins.  The charge to the candidates,  was del ivered by

T .  A .  M c C l a i n .  T h e  f o u r  d e a c o n s  o r d a i n e d  w e r e  G e o r g e

Tiefel ,  C. E. Clark, J. B. Er ickson, and J. D. Welborn.

F red  W.  Ba rnac lo  a l so  res igned  that  month  as  Sunday

S c h o o l  t r e a s u r e r .  F e r n  M o n t o o t h  w a s  e l e c t e d .  F .  W .

Barnaclo,  h is wife,  Josephine Barnaclo,  and the i r  daughter ,

Joseph ine ,  a sked  fo r  l e t t e r s  o f  d i s m i s s i o n ,  w h i c h  w e r e

granted.

The pulp it committee completed its work, with two can-

d idates  be ing  presented  to the church. Apparently the





church did not then fo l low the pract ice of  cons ider ing one

candidate at a t ime as is now genera l ly  pract iced.  The f i rst

candidate was S .  R .  W i l l i ams . 10 The  vote  on  W i l l i ams  was

thirteen against and f ive for.  The other candidate was J .  D.

Cook.  Brother  Cook was ca l led  subsequent l y  fo r  an  i nde f -

i n i t e  pe r i od  o f  t ime .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  a s k  t h e  s t a t e

convent i on  f o r  f ou r  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e

pa s to r ' s  s a l a r y .  B r o t he r  Cook  was  s en t  a s  a  mes senge r

that year to the state convention meeting in Tulsa.

On November 28, 1915, the regular report of the Church

S e c r e t a r y  s h o w e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r y  w a s

$12.45. At the same meeting it was agreed to pay Mr.  Cook

$6.00 a week, in addit ion to whatever amount was received

from the state convention.

The treasurer 's  annua l  report  fo r  1915 showed a  tota l

amount  rece i ved  fo r  a l l  p u r pose s  o f  $229 .27 .  E xpense s

were $227.00, leaving a  ba lance  in  the  t reasury  of  $2.29.

The average Sunday School offering was $.60 a week.

On  Ma r ch  1 ,  1916 ,  M r .  Cook  s ubm i t t ed  h i s  qua r t e r l y

report .  He had preached twenty-n ine  s e rmons ,  h ad  t h r ee

addit ions, conducted eight prayer meetings, performed n ine

m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n i e s ,  m a d e  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e l v e

rel ig ious vis its and held prayer in homes of forty-two.

On June 7, 1916, the church  voted to  incorporate  as  a

re l ig ious corporat ion,  u n d e r  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  n a m e  o f  T h e

Kelham Avenue Bapt ist Church.11  Trustees were chosen to

expedite the incorporat ion.  The trustees chosen were J .  B.

Er ickson, George Tiefel ,  and Sarah Bath. In Ju ly the Corpor-

a t i on  Ce r t i f i c a t e  was  r e ce i v ed ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d

Sec r e t a r y  o f  t h e  L ad i e s '  A i d  a s ked  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f

framing the cert i f icate.

I n  Ju l y  1916 a  mus i c a l ,  s ponso r ed  by  M r s .  B a th ,  was

10Assoc iat iona l  m inutes  fo r  1919 g ive  h i s  i n i t i a l s .
11That  i s  st i l l  the of f ic ia l  corporate name of  the church today.



presented by the youth of  the church .  They took in  $4.50

for the musica l .  Tuning the p iano cost $2.50.  The pr int ing

o f  the  p rog rams  was  donated ,  as  we re  t he  f l owe r s .  Two

dol lars was donated to the pew fund of the church.

The assoc iat iona l  letter  for  1916 showed an  inc rease ;

e l even  by  bapt i sm,  fou r  by  l e t te r  and  one  by  s tatement .

The  tota l  membersh ip  was  f i f ty -n i ne .  E l e ven  do l l a r s  a nd

f i fty cents had been contr ibuted to state miss ions.  George

T i e f e l ,  a s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  r e p o r t e d  a n

e n r o l l m e n t  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e

attendance of forty-eight.

In October W .  S .  Jones ,  M r s .  W .  S .  Jones ,  and  Geo rge

Jones  were  rece i ved  on  p rom ise  o f  l e t te r .  B rothe r  Jones

stated that he was an ordained deacon, and he was received

i n to  t he  chu r ch  a s  such .  On  Novembe r  5 ,  1 9 1 6 ,  r e v i v a l

services began. Mrs. Swanda was received by statement.  G.

W.  Parne l l  wa s  r e c e i v ed  a s  a  c a nd i d a t e  f o r  b ap t i sm .  An

o f fe r i ng  was  t aken  f o r  s t a t e  m i s s i o n s ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f

$6.35 being col lected, a l lowing Kelham t o  r e a c h  i t s  g o a l ,

$15.00!

In  December  the  messenge r s  to  t he  s t a te  convent i on

were  e lected .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  h e l d  a t  F i r s t

Church, Oklahoma C i ty .  The messengers  chosen were  J .  D .

Cook and w i fe ,  Mrs .  V .  L .  Ba th ,  M r s .  L .  A .  Nokes ,  Geo rge

Tiefel ,  W. S. Jones, and his wife.

At that t ime the church was behind two hundred dol lars

on  the  pas to r ' s  sa l a ry .  S i nce  the  pas to r ' s  sa l a ry  was  s o

m u c h  i n  a r r e a r s ,  a  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e

p a s t o r a t e  v a c a n t .  B y  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  a n d  s a c r i f i c i a l

giving, the amount owed was paid within ninety days .  S ince

Kelham was again without a pastor ,  the ever-fa ithfu l  Char-

ley Curb,  D istr ict  Miss ionary,  again f i l led the pu lp it .  With in

a short t ime the pulpit committee recommended the cal l ing

of Hale V. Davis as pastor. Motion was made and seconded,



and Hale Davis was unanimously chosen on the  f i r s t  ba l l o t .

The church voted to ask the state board to contr ibute ten

dol lars a month on the pastor's salary. 

Off ic ia l ly, Hale Davis was ca l led as pastor  on January 3,

1917. Davis was a graduate of Oklahoma Bapt ist Univers ity

and  se rved  as  p res ident  o f  the  un i ve rs i ty  f r o m  1 9 3 2  t o

1934. He pastored Exchange Avenue Church f rom 1918 to

1932  and  f ounded  Down town  Chu r ch .  When  h e  w a s  a

preacher in the Stockyards area,  the Stockyards Union was

very st rong.  The un ion members  d id  not  want  Negroes  to

c o m e  i n t o  t h e  u n i o n .  D a v i s  p r e a c h e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  a n d

apparently made many enemies. At one time there were two

sher i f f ' s  deput ies ,  a rmed  w i t h  s ho tguns ,  p r o t ec t i ng  h im

f rom membe r s  o f  t he  un i on .  Acco rd i ng  to  contempora ry

accounts ,  the  “ shot -gun  gua rds”  even  a t tended  se rv i ces

he l d  b y  Dav i s .  D av i s  d i e d  i n  1973  a t  t h e  age  o f  8 3 ,  i n

Denver ,  Co lorado,  and was surv ived by two daughters  and

one son, al l  residing in Colorado.12

In  June 1917 A. J .  March was chosen to  be orda ined as

deacon. The church a lso  voted to  have an open-a i r  rev iva l

meeting to begin the second Sunday of the month.

Cop i es  o f  the  m inu tes  fo r  the  pe r i od  o f  m id -1917  to

ea r l y  1941 a re  m i ss i ng ;  so  deta i l s  o f  even t s  du r i ng  t h i s

t ime-per iod are very sketchy.  T.  C.  Car leton was  ca l l ed  as

pastor sometime in 1918. 

I n  l a t e  1923 ,  a  n ew  sou r ce  o f  f r i c t i o n  a r o s e  i n  t h e

infant church.  Northeast Twenty-th i rd Street was  recent ly

paved, and Kelham Avenue was sti l l  a lmost impassable after

a  r a i n .  L o d i r e  J .  D y k e ,  l o n g - t i m e  f r i e n d  o f  B a p t i s t s  i n

general and Kelham in  part i cu la r ,  had  purchased ten  acres

of  land at  Northeast  Twenty-th i rd  and Prospect ,13 and h e

12Ver t i ca l  F i l e ,  Ok l ahoma Bapt i s t  Un i ve rs i ty  L ib ra ry ,  Shawnee .
13Thobu rn  and  Wr i gh t ,  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  I t s  P e o p l e ,  n o t e  t h a t

“ M r s .  D y k e ,  w h o  was always the financier of the family, purchased ten



offered to give Kelham a lot  on Northeast Twenty-th i rd for

the bui lding of a new church. A vote was taken, and the ma-

jority voted to accept his gift and move the church.  Pastor

C a r l e t o n  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  m o v e d  t o  t h e  n e w

location, where a wooden tabernacle was soon constructed

on the northeast corner of  what is  now Northeast  Twenty-

t h i r d  a n d  P r o s p e c t  A v e n u e .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n a m e ,  w a s  m o v e d . 14 T h e

group reta ined t i t le  to  the  bu i l d ing  and  lo ts  a t  Northeast

Thirteenth and Kelham.

T.  C .  Car leton had come to  Ok lahoma C i ty  about  1908

from Muskogee, where he served as pastor of  F i rst  Church .

He came to Oklahoma from Saint Louis, Missouri ,  where as a

midd le -aged man he  had  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  L a F a y e t t e

Avenue Church.15 He  was  desc r i bed  by  a  cu r ren t  member

of  Ke lham,  as  “one o f  the  k i ndes t  men  I ' ve  eve r  known . ”

After  a  few years  as  pastor  of  Memor ia l  Church,  the name

the  ma jo r i ty  at  Ke lham adopted  when  they  moved  no r th ,

Car leton ret i red from the act ive ministry.  He was attending

ac r e s  o f  l a nd  on  E a s t  T w e n t y - t h i r d  S t r e e t .  T h i s  l i t t l e  t r a c t  h a s  n o w
become the center of a g rea t  new add i t i on  to  the  c i t y ,  and  i s  l a i d  out  i n
bu i ld ing lots  for  deve lopment and sa le .”  Rea l  estate deve lopers  have long
known  tha t  a  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  e n h a n c e  a  s u b d i v i s i o n  a n d
has ten  deve l opment .  A  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  f r o m  D y k e ’ s  d a u g h t e r ,  M r s .
G ladys  Fa i rch i l d ,  dated  January  15 ,  1974 (Brew ington  Co l l ect ion) ,  s a y s ,
“ M a m a  a n d  P a p a  f e l t  t h a t  a n o t h e r  c h u r c h  s h o u l d  b e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  o u r
ne ighborhood so mama g a v e  t h e  l a n d  o f f  o f  o u r  t e n  a c r e  t r a c t  f o r  a
church located on the cor .  of  23rd & Prospect .”

14G l ady s  F a i r c h i l d ,  Dy ke ’ s  d augh t e r ,  i n  h e r  b o o k  N e w  J e r s e y  t o  S o o n e r
Land (Persona l l y  pub l i shed ,  n .d . ,  p .  54) ,  i nd i c a ted  tha t  he r  f a the r ,  L .  J .
Dyke ,  d i ed  o f  comp l i ca t ions  f rom b e i n g  s t r u c k  b y  a  c a r .  W h e n  a  f r i e n d
v i s i ted  h im on  h i s  deathbed  and  asked ,  “ ‘Do  you  th i nk  th i s  i s  the  l a s t? ’
Father  sa id ,  ‘Oh no ,  I  have another  church  to  bu i ld . ’  [He was  refer r ing  to
Memo r i a l  C hu r ch . ]  . . .  b u t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  h a d  t o  f i n i s h  t h a t  c h u r c h  f o r
Father ’ s  funera l  was  the  f i r s t  meet ing  he ld  in  the  new church .”

15” A g e d  M i n i s t e r  D i e s  S u d d e n l y , ”  T h e  D a i l y  O k l a h o m a n ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,
1928,  Page  1 ,  Co l .  3  (Photocopy  i n  B r ew i ng ton  Co l l e c t i on ) .  The  a r t i c l e
noted  that  “ i n  the  l as t  f i ve  yea rs”  Ca r l e ton  “had  been  ass i s tant  to  Rev .
F .  S .  P o r t e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  a n d  a l s o  h a d  b e e n
act i ve  i n  v i s i t a t ion  work  fo r  o the r  Bapt i s t  chu rches . ”



a  p r a ye r  mee t i n g  a t  T r i n i t y  Chu r ch ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s

death in 1928, when he suffered a heart  attack.  He d ied at

the age of  seventy- f ive ,  a nd  a t  t h e  t ime  was  one  o f  t h e

oldest Bapt ist  min isters  in  Ok lahoma.  He i s  bur ied  in  Rose

Hi l l  Cemetery.16

The name “Kelham Avenue Bapt ist  Church” was deemed

inappropr iate for the transplanted congregat ion at the new

locat ion;  so i t  was changed to Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church . 17

Many years later the name was changed again to Northeast

Bapt ist  Church,18 and even further down the span of  t ime,

Northeast  changed  t h e i r  n a m e  t o  P a r k  E s t a t e s  F i r s t

Bapt ist  Church .  Years  l a te r ,  the  comb ined  church  merged

back into the original Kelham congregation.

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  a t  t h e  o l d  K e l h a m  l o c a t i o n ,  s o m e

twenty-eight of t he  f o rme r  membe r s  we re  l e f t  w i t hou t  a

church. They had the use of  the bu i ld ing ,  temporar i ly ,  but

had no church name, no  pastor ,  and few members .  A lmost

in desperat ion they attempted to start a Sunday School  to

try to help hold the f lock together. 

The Sunday School was not going too well when Immanuel

Church aga in  came to the rescue.  They  s en t  one  o f  t he i r

best  Sunday  Schoo l  teachers  to  the  o ld  Ke lham locat ion ,

Robert Cl inton (R. C.) Howard. R. C. Howard was a long-t ime

agent for the Herald of Liberty, King of  F raterna l  Orders ,  a

l i f e  i n su r ance  company ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  d e d i c a t e d  S u n d a y

Schoo l  worker  in  Immanue l .  H is  on ly  inst ruct ions f rom Im -

16Ib id .
17G l ady s  F a i r c h i l d  w r o t e  i t  wa s  “ n amed  Memo r i a l  f o r  P apa ’ s  [ L .  J .  Dyke ]

wo r k  i n  Ok l a .  L a t e r  c hanged  to  N o r t h  E a s t  B a p t i s t ”  ( P e r s o n a l  L e t t e r ,
B r e w i n g t o n  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  The B a p t i s t  M e s s e n g e r ,  A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 2 4  ,
records  that  the church voted to  change the name to  M e m o r i a l  o n  A p r i l
20,  1924.  

18As  No r t hea s t ,  t h ey  appa r en t l y  h ad  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  A s s o c i a -
t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 3 2  n o t e ,  “ C o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e
Northeast  Church  as  to  i t s  s t and i ng  i n  t he  As soc i a t i o n  ( be i ng  f o rme r l y
Memor i a l  Bap t i s t  Ch r uch ) .  Comm i t t ee  composed  o f  R .  C .  Howa rd ,  A .  L .
Au l i c k  ,  [ s i c ]  a nd  R .  C .  She l don .  Mo t i on  ca r r i ed  t ha t  No r theas t  Bap t i s t
Church become a regu lar  member  of  the Assoc iat ion .”



manuel  were to try to  ho ld  the  group together  as  best  he

could unti l  such time as some way opened up to move them

into another church. 

I f  eve r  the re  was  a  spec ia l  man  chosen  f o r  a  spec i f i c

purpose to help fulf i l  God's own p lan,  i t  was th is  man,  R.  C.

Howard. He was the man who would take this group and help

weld and mold them into a church  that  spread  the  w i tness

of  Jesus  Chr ist  through many miss ions and preach ing sta-

t ions.




