










CHAPTER I

IN THE BEGINNING .  .  .

Hours before dayl ight,  a l l  a round the  per imeter  o f  the

“Unass igned  Lands , ”  the  l i gh t  f rom count l ess  c amp f i r e s

pierced the darkness .  I t  was  too  ea r l y  to  get  up ,  but  the

hopefu l  sett le rs  were too exc i t ed  to  s l eep .  The  t ime  fo r

the  run  i n to  the  “ P rom i sed  Land”  was  on l y  hou r s  away .

They  mus t  have  f e l t  much  as  d i d  t he  ch i l d r en  o f  I s r a e l ,

when Moses led them out  o f  Egypt .  Many  cups  o f  co f f ee

were  consumed that  morn ing ,  a n d  n o  d o u b t  t h e r e  w e r e

many s i lent  prayers .  For  many of  those anxious ly await ing

“the Opening,” this day truly was  the  f i r s t  day  of  the  rest

of their  l ives.  

Apr i l  22,  1889,  at  “H igh  Noon"  was  “D-Day ."  On  t h a t

day what has been descr ibed as  “the  greatest  horse- race

in  h istory”   wou ld beg in .  Th is  wou ld not  be a  r u n  f o r  t h e

roses,  but rather a run for surv iva l .  Thousands of acres  o f

v i rg in  land was to be g iven away–to the sw i f t  a nd  t o  t he

st rong .  Each  c l a imant  had  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l a y  c l a i m

e i t h e r  t o  160  a c r e s  o r  t o  s e ve r a l  c i t y  l o t s .  S t r e t c h i n g

from the southern border  of  the Cherokee St r ip ,  south  to

the South Canadian R iver and from the v ic in ity of modern-

day U.S. Highway 81 eastward to the Shawnee Nat ion,  th is

was the former hunting grounds of the P la ins Ind ians and a

ver itable oasis for the cowmen.

On  a l l  f ou r  s i de s  o f  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  w e r e  l i t e r a l l y

thousands  o f  hope fu l  imm ig ran t s .  Many  we re  t h e r e ,  n o

doubt, just on a lark, with no real intention of proving their

c la im or establ ish ing any type of bus iness.  Most,  however,

were bona f ide prospect ive sett lers .  Many were v ict ims of



c i rcumstances,  look ing for  a  p l ace  to  beg in  aga i n .  I t  had

been only a f ew  sho r t  yea r s  s i n ce  t he  c l o se  o f  t he  C i v i l

W a r ,  a n d  m a n y  h a d  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h a d

accumulated before the war .  Much of  the farmland farther

east  had eroded to the po int  that  decent  c rops  cou ld  no

l onge r  be  g r own .  Men  p r edom i na t ed  among  t h i s  g r o u p ,

a lthough there were many  women  and  ch i l d ren  as  we l l .  A

great number of  the  midd le -aged ma les ,  a  very  few years

before, had been wearing the Blue of  the Un ion or  the Gray

of the Confederacy.  As a whole,  sect iona l ism was v i rtua l ly

forgotten among this group. Perhaps there was some good-

natured j ib ing of  one who had been in  the oppos ing Army,

but there was l i tt le real  b itterness. 

Those  wa i t i ng  a l o n g  t h e  N o r t h e r n  B o r d e r  o f  t h e

U n a s s i g n e d  L a n d s  w e r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f r o m  K a n s a s ,

a l though  be fo re  K a n s a s ,  t h e i r  h o m e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n

Tennessee ,  I l l i no i s ,  Kentucky ,  o r  p e r h a p s  s o m e w h e r e  i n

E u r o p e .  A l o n g  t h e  S o u t h  C a n a d i a n  R i v e r ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n

Borde r  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  ma j o r i t y  we r e  f r om  Texa s ,

a l though most o f  t h e m ,  t o o ,  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  b a c k

East .  A great number of  those who entered the area  f r om

the east,  on the Shawnee s ide,  had been  fo rmer  res idents

of the Ind ian Nat ions,  perhaps renters or  by intermarr iage

i n to  a  t r i ba l  g roup .  Fo r  some  unexp l a i ned  r eason ,  t he re

w e r e  f e w  w h o  e n t e r e d  f r o m  t h e  w e s t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e

prospect ive  sett le rs  were  a l l owed th ree  days  before  t h e

open ing to  cross  the rest r icted  I nd i an  Lands  to  ge t  to  a

start ing p lace .  Perhaps  i t  was  because  the  No r the rn  and

S o u t h e r n  B o r d e r s  w e r e  m o r e  w i d e l y  p u b l i c i z e d .  T h e

communicat ion in  t h o s e  t i m e s  w a s  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m  t h e

a lmost- instantaneous commun icat ion  t h a t  w e ,  t o d a y ,

accept as normal .  Most of  the i r  in format ion  was by word-

o f -mouth  o r  f r o m  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  n e w s p a p e r s  when t h e y

were published. As a whole, the newspapers of the day



were  as  factua l l y  co r rect  as  poss ib l e ,  except  i n  po l i t i ca l

r e p o r t i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  e a c h  n e w s p a p e r  w a s  v e r y

part isan.

The on ly  r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a ,  w a s  t h e  N o r t h -

South route of  the Atch inson,  Topeka and Santa Fe .  Th is ,

no doubt,  great ly  inf luenced the d i rect ion f rom which t he

sett lers entered the area.  

There was no poss ib le  way to  make an accurate  count

o f  those  who  made  the  Run .  La te r  h i s to r i ans '  e s t imates

r a nge  f r om  twen t y  t hou s and  t o  one  hund red  thousand .

P r o b a b l y  a  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  e i g h t e e n  t o  t w e n t y

thousand is more near ly correct.1

Many  o f  t hose  anx i ou s l y  awa i t i ng  t he  ze ro - hou r  h ad

been camped a long the border f o r  days .  Mos t  we re  poo r ,

hard-work ing,  God-fear ing p e o p l e .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  w e r e

char latans among them. There were those whose on ly p lan

w a s  t o  s u r v i v e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e

thieves, and there were con men.  There was a  rather  la rge

group,  however ,  of  successfu l  bus inessmen,  who saw t h i s

a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  w a y  o f  l i f e .  M a n y

p o s s e s s e d  s e a l e d  c a r l o a d s  o f  l u m b e r ,  f o o d ,  a n d  o t h e r

necess it ies of  l i fe  s i tt ing on the ra i l road s id ing at  Guthr ie

o r  a t  Ok l a homa  C i t y ,  awa i t i n g  t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  T h i s  g r oup

wou ld  be  the  r ea l  “ m o v e r s  a n d  s h a k e r s "  i n  t h e  c o m i n g

boomtowns of the expanding terr itory.

As the hands of the c lock s lowly approached the magic

hou r  o f  twe lve ,  the re  was  an  e l ec t r i c  qua l i t y  i n  t h e  a i r .

Each of  the hopefu l  c la imants had chosen h is  own method

of reaching the land of h is  choice.  Some were to make the

race  on  foot ,  o r  i n  the  ve rnacu la r  o f  t he  day ,  t hey  we re

go ing  to  r i de  “Shank 's  Mare . "  Others  were  ast r ide  h igh ly

bred,  Kentucky racehorses .  There were ox-drawn veh ic les

and wagons pul led by workho rses .  The re  were  hacks ,  and

there  were bugg ies  and sur reys .  H i s to ry  does  not  r eco rd

1Roy  P .  S tewa r t ,  Born  G rown ,  F ide l i ty  Nat iona l  Bank ,  1974.



any  “ s u r r e y  w i t h  a  f r i n ge  on  t op . "  P e r h a p s  t h e r e  w e r e

some.  Pub l i shed reports  ind icate  some rode  high-wheeled

bicycles. 

W h e n  t h e  s i g n a l  w a s  f i n a l l y  g i v e n  a t  h i g h  n o o n ,

pandemonium reigned. Each put forth his  utmost ,  w i th  the

mode  o f  t r anspo r t a t i on  t ha t  he  was  u s i n g ,  t o  g a i n  t h e

advantage that would win the prize.

At the north and south terminuses of  the ra i l road as  i t

entered the area were hundreds of other potent ia l  sett lers

who would enter  by ra i l .  A t  the  Nor the rn  Bounda ry  the re

were e leven passenger  t ra i ns  awa i t i ng  the  s igna l .  By  the

time noon-hour arr ived, each of  the e leven tra ins was cov-

ered with human bodies.  They were ins ide the cars,  on the

outs ide ,  on  top ,  and  anywhere  a  hand-ho ld  and foot-ho ld

could be found. Most had purchased t ickets,  but  no doubt,

there were many who were r id ing on cred it .  Many who had

pu rchased  t i c ke t s  and  kept  the  s t u b  h a d  r e a s o n  t o  b e

thankful when later they were chal lenged to prove they had

legal ly entered and were not “Sooners." 

Unde r  no rma l  c i r c ums t ance s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s

averaged about twenty-f ive mi les per hour,  but on th is day

the speed of the trains was held down to that of a running

horse.  Th is  was des igned to g ive a l l  an equa l  opportun ity .

The f i rst  t ra in  f rom the Northern  Boundary ,  a fter  a  sho r t

stop in  Guthr ie ,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f u t u r e  s i t e  o f  O k l a h o m a

City,  at  3:00 P . M .  The t ra in  f rom Purce l l ,  on  the  Southern

Boundary, arr ived a few minutes ear l ier .  

Although the land had been surveyed into sect ions and

quarter-sect ions of  160 acres,  there was no prov is ion f o r

c o u n t i e s  o r  t o w n s h i p s .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r

townsites e ither,  but the c la imants of two adjacent c la ims

could cla im them as  a  towns i te  and so  p lat  i t .  Deve lopers

o f  two  sepa rate  towns i te  compan ies  were  su rvey ing  the

Ok l ahoma  C i ty  towns i te  w i th i n  minutes of the official



opening.  One company surveyed from the north,  whi le  the

other  surveyed f rom the south .  The  two  su rveys  d i d  no t

exact ly  co inc ide .  T h a t  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  d o g l e g  i n  t h e

north-south st reets  that  p lagued Ok lahoma C i ty  for  many

years .  

On the morning of  Apr i l  22 there were perhaps a dozen

people who were legally on the s ite of  the future Ok lahoma

C i ty .  These  w e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  u n d e r  t h e

command of  C a p t a i n  D .  F .  S t i l e s ,  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l l  a n d

Commander of the Tenth In fant ry  un i t .  By  da rkness  there

were what has been est imated as  ten-to-twe lve  thousand

bodies,  jockeying for  space on the  towns i te .  Pe rhaps  the

best  account  o f  the  event  was  g i ven  by  the  most  noted

reporter of the era,  R ichard Harding Davis:2

These P i lgr ims do not drop on one knee to  g i ve  thanks   decorous ly
. . . .  but fa l l  on both knees ,  and hammer  stakes  into  the  ground and
pu l l  t hem up  a g a i n  a n d  d r i v e  t h e m  d o w n  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e ,  a t  a
p l ace  wh i ch  they  hope  w i l l  eventua l l y  become a  co rne r  l o t  f a c i ng
the post off ice,  and drag up the last man's stake,  and threaten h im
w i t h  a  W i n ches t e r  becau se  he  i s  o n  t he i r  l a n d ,  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e
owned for  at  least  three minutes .

St range  as  i t  may  seem in  r e t rospect ,  t he re  we re  no

prov is ions for  any type of  formal  government anywhere in

the area .  I t  was  soon pa in fu l l y  obv ious  that  some sort  of

governing body wou ld  have  to  be  o rgan i zed  to  set t l e  the

numerous squabbles over who owned what .  Capta in  St i l es

and h is  army un it  were there to  keep the peace ,  but  they

r e f u s e d  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  o v e r

ownersh ip  o f  the  lo ts .  W i th i n  seven ty - two  hou r s  a  com-

mittee had been e lected to  dec ide  t h e  owne r s h i p  o f  t h e

var ious lots  and the  l oca t i ons  o f  the  s t r ee t s  and  a l l eys .

Su rp r i s i ng l y ,  the  peop le  accepted  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  d e -

c is ions.  Soon tents and shacks  were  e rected  on  the  lucky

cla imants' lots. A very shaky c ity government was formed,

2R icha rd  Ha rd ing  Dav i s ,  Ha rpe r s ,  November  1892.



and the future capital c ity was on its way.

Dur ing the f i r s t  f e w  h e c t i c  d a y s  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  w a s

spent  on  re l ig ious  matters ;  however ,  s i x  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e

open ing,  on Sunday,  Pr ivate Joseph Perr inger ,  an infantry

bugler, walked about the downtown area, sounding “Church

Call ." The bugler had been dispatched by the Reverend C.  C .

Hembree,  a P resbyte r i an  c l e rgyman  o f  such  zea l  t ha t  he

did not wait to be cal led to a pulp it  in the new land. A few

of the ex-so ld iers recognized the ca l l ,  and the others,  l ike

chi ldren fol lowing the  P i ed  P ipe r ,  f e l l  i n to  l i ne  and  jo i ned

the parade.  Under  sponsorsh ip  of  the Method ist  Ep iscopa l

Church and the Methodist Episcopal  Church, South, a  union

se rv i ce  was  he ld  i n  the  one  hund red  b l ock  o f  No r thwest

T h i r d  S t r e e t . 3 T h e  S o u t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t s  o r g a n i z e d  a

chu rch  about  June  1 ,  w i th  the  Reve rend  I .  L .  Bu r rows  i n

cha rge .  A .  J .  Wor l ey  was  ca l l ed  as  pa s to r  Sep tembe r  1 .

T h i s  w a s  t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  S t .  L u k e ' s

Me thod i s t  Ep i s copa l  Chu r ch ,  Sou th .  The  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c

se rv i ce  was  he ld  o n  M a y  1 9  a t  I n d i a n a  H o u s e ,  o n  M a i n

Street between Robinson and Harvey.4

The f i rst  endeavor  of  the Bapt ists  was a  ca l l  by  W.  H .

Tompk ins  and L .  H .  North .  Through  the  newspape r s  t hey

sol ic ited members o f  the  Bapt i s t  fa i th .  The  f i r s t  meet ing

was he ld on Ju ly  21  i n  a  ha l l  above  W inn ingham Brothers

Hardware  Sto re ,  a t  123  Wes t  G r a nd 5.  A  Sabba th  Schoo l

w a s  o r g a n i z e d  o n  J u l y  2 8 .  F o r m a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s

perfected on Saturday, November 2,  1889,  at  2 :00 P . M .  i n

t he  Ove r s t r ee t  Bu i l d i ng . 6 T r a d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e

were e leven charter members–eight women and three men.

Ne i ther  the  exact  number  nor  the i r  names  a re  known  to -

3S tewa r t ,  Born  G rown .
4Ib id .
5P h y l l i s  W o o d r u f f  S a p p ,  L i g h t h o u s e  o n  t h e  C o r n e r ,  C e n t u r y   P r e s s

Pub l i she rs ,  1964 .
6Ib id .



day. Were there eleven, fourteen, eighteen, or twenty-one?

There are no two l ists that agree complete ly.  One th ing  i s

c e r t a i n :  t h e  women  we r e  i n  t h e  f o r e f r on t  o f  o rgan iz ing

First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City.

Within a short t ime the Ladies' Aid Society was formed.

Without more ado, the Bapt ist women of F i r s t  Chu rch  em-

barked upon an  accepted course  of  ra i s ing  money fo r  the

pas to r ' s  s a l a r y  and  o f  c a r i ng  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  m e e t i n g

places.7 Phy l l i s  Woodruf f  Sapp,  i n  he r  h i s t o r y ,  w ro te ,  “A

legend in the First Bapt ist  Church is  that they at  one t ime

met  ove r  a  sa loon .  The  locat ion  seems  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n

South Broadway, probably McKinnon Hal l ."8 The re  i s  a l so  a

t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  mee t i ng ,  boa r d s  p l a c ed

ac ro s s  empty  b e e r  c a s k s  s e r v e d  a s  p e w s .  T h e  e a r l y

members were quick to point out  that  the beer  casks were

empty!

Sapp noted, 

The  f i r s t  pasto r ,  Rev .  W.  H .  N i cho l s ,  o f  Pao l a ,  Kansas ,  took  cha rge

of  a  church of  th i r ty  members  on  Ap r i l  l ,  1890 .  By  J une  22  he  had

l e d  t h e  l i t t l e  g r o u p  t o  a  g l o r i o u s  d a y :  f i r s t  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n

o f fe r i ng ,  f i r s t  bapt i z i ng  i n  the  N o r t h  C a n a d i a n  R i v e r ,  a n d  o b s e r v -

ance of the Lord's Supper.

T h e  c h u r c h  s e c u r e d  l o t s  a t  1 1 3 – 1 1 9  W e s t  S e c o n d

Street and bu i l t  a  s ix-thousand-dol lar  church bu i ld ing,  the

f i nes t  and  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  t w i n  t e r r i t o r i e s .  I t  w a s

dedicated on December 21, 1890.9

Because  o f  t he  Pan i c  o f  1893 ,  f o l l owed  by  two  suc -

ceeding years of drought, the populat ion of  Ok lahoma C ity

dropped to  about  f o u r  t h o u s a n d .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  s e e m  t o

bother  the  Bapt i s ts ,  as  they  estab l i shed  the  South  Town

Mission on May 12, 1895, at South Broadway and Noble. 

7Ib id .
8Ib id .
9Ib id .



F o l l o w i n g  B a p t i s t  t r a d i t i o n ,  o f  b e i n g  miss ionary

Bap t i s t  chu r ches ,  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  qu i c k l y  e s t ab l i s hed  two

more missions. The Capitol Hi l l  Mission was establ ished May

15,  1897.  To the east ,  Immanue l  M iss ion  was  estab l i shed

June 18, 1898.

“Ok lahoma C i ty ' s  Per ipatet i c  ‘Meet ing  H o u s e , ' ”  f r o m

The Da i l y  Ok lahoman ,  recounts  an  i n te rest ing  a s p e c t  o f

the h istory the era by means of  t rac ing  the  movement  of

the portable church bui lding.10

When a man named Jackson bui lt  a  l i t t l e  f r ame  chape l  a t  t he  co rne r

o f  B roadway  and  Nob le  Avenue  i n  1899 ,  he  l i t t l e  d reamed  what  i t s

i n f l uence  was  to  b e  o n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

Ok lahoma C ity .  

The  l i t t l e  chape l  was  b u i l t  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  S a l v a t i o n

A r m y ,  b u t  w a s  l a t e r  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  B a p t i s t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i n

1902 was  removed to  Wash ington Avenue and Wa lker  Avenue .  H e r e

it  was used by the Wash ington Avenue Bapt ist  Church for  a lmost  s i x

months ,  that  now f lour ish ing  congregat ion  be ing organ ized there .  In

1903  i t  was  r emoved  to  Cap i to l  H i l l .  I n  i t  t h e  C a p i t o l  H i l l  B a p t i s t

Church was organ ized and i t  was the  on ly  home of  that  organ izat ion

f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s .  T h e n ,  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h

bought  the  bu i l d i ng  and  p l aced  i t  on  the  co rne r  o f  E a s t  F i f t h  a n d

P h i l l i p s  s t r e e t s .  I t  w a s  u s e d  f o r  a  m i s s i o n  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  i n  t h e

Maywood d i s t r i c t ,  under  the  supe rv i s i on  o f  D r .  H .  Cou l t e r  Todd  fo r

t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  I n  1 9 0 6  i t  w a s  a g a i n  r e m o v e d  t o  E a s t  N i n t h  a n d

P h i l l i p s  s t r e e t ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  a g a i n  u s e d  f o r  a  m i s s i o n  S u n d a y

School  under  the superv is ion of  G.N.  Longfe l low.  

O n  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  l i t t l e  c h a p e l  w a s  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e

Immanue l  B ap t i s t  C hu r c h ,  wh i c h  w a s  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  l a s t  B a p t i s t

congregat ion to be organ ized with in i ts  wa l l s .  The  Immanue l  Bapt i s t

Church  then  had  but  t w e n t y  m e m b e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  ' g a m e '  a n d

bought the bui ld ing and lots for $1,367. That n ight t he  Rev .  Fo r r e s t

M a d d o x  w a s  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  P o r t l a n d  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a t

Lou isv i l l e ,  Ky ,  to  the pastorate  of  the l i t t le  new church in  Ok lahoma

C i t y .

The  Rev .  Maddox  p roved  to  be  a  hu s t l e r .  He  go t  t he  Bap t i s t  s t a t e

board interested and it  he lped ou t  f i n anc i a l l y .  The  l i t t l e  chape l  was

torn down and a new  temp le  bu i l t  l a s t  yea r  w i th  a  sea t i ng  capac i t y

10I r a  D .  M u l l i n a x ,  The  Da i l y  Ok lahoman ,  A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  3 r d  S e c t i o n ,
page 6.



o f  7 0 0 .  T h e  c h u r c h  h a s  g r o w n  f r o m  t w e n t y  m e m b e r s  t o  a

cong rega t i on  o f  169 .  The  I m m a n u e l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a l s o  o w n s  a

m i s s i o n  s i t e  a t  t he  co r ne r  o f  Ke l h am  Avenue  and  E a s t  Four teenth

st reet ,  and  i t s  tota l  p roper ty  i s  worth  over  $7 ,500.  

The  l i t t l e  church  was  moved about  so  o f ten  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y s  o f  i t s

ex istence that  among  t he  chu r ch  peop l e  o f  t he  c i t y  i t  c ame  to  be

known as 'the per ipatet ic meet ing house' .

T he  Rev .  F o r e s t  Maddox ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  I m m a n u e l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,

wh ich  occup ies  the  s i te  o f  the  o ld  c h a p e l ,  i s  a  n a t i v e  o f  K e n t u c k y

and a  graduate of  the  Sou t he r n  B ap t i s t  S em i n a r y  a t  Lou i s v i l l e .  He

has been in  the min istry s ince reach ing the age of  18.

The f i rst  locat ion of  the Immanuel  Bapt ist  M iss ion  was

the two hundred b lock of  Nor theast  Seventh .  F rom the re

the church moved to Northeast Ninth and Phi l l ips.  This was

their location when they establ ished Kelham Avenue Baptist

Mission. Later they moved to Northeast Eleventh and Geary

Avenue.  The church rema ined a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  un t i l  t h ey

merged with Cap ito l  Bapt ist  Church,  wh ich was located at

Nor theast  Twenty -e ighth  and  Ph i l l i p s .  Somet ime  i n  t h e

1960s the Capitol Baptist Church disbanded.



CHAPTER II

THE SEED WAS PLANTED ...

The f i r s t  Sunday Schoo l  o f  what  would become Ke lham

Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  o f

V incent  and  Sarah  B a t h .  S a r a h  B a t h ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,

wrote in the off ic ia l  minutes of the church, that L. L.  Scott

h a d  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  b y

Immanuel  Church.  Th i s  was  i n  Decembe r  1908 .  Whateve r

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  e x a c t  b e g i n n i n g  o f  K e l h a m  A v e n u e

Church ,  i t  i s  we l l  n i gh  a  ce r ta i n ty  that  the  chu rch  wou ld

never have atta ined the stature it  d id without the cont inu-

ed support of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Bath.

Vincent L.  Bath was born in Ohio,  May 14, 1858. At the

age of  three he was taken to Sandusky,  Oh io ,  and he l ived

there  unt i l  he  re located in  Ok lahoma.  George  and  Mat i l da

Bath,  who had emigrated f rom Eng l and  i n  1856 ,  we re  the

parents of  V incent L.  Bath .  When George Bath d ied at  the

age of  n inety- four ,  he  was the o ldest  man in  Er ie  County ,

Ohio. Vincent Bath's mother l ived to the age of eighty-six. 

On December 8, 1891, in Green Bay, Wiscons in ,  V incent

L.  Bath marr ied h is  second wife ,  Sarah A.  Ke lham,  who for

ten years was a teacher in  the publ ic  schools of  Sandusky.

Mrs.  Bath's parents,  John and El izabeth Kelham, came from

Lincolnsh i re ,  England,  in  1851 and  we r e  among  t he  e a r l y

sett lers of that sect ion of the Ohio terr itory.  Mr. Kelham was

one of the leading contractors in Sandusky.



Vincent Bath                                    Sarah (Kelham) Bath

Vincent and Sarah Bath moved to Oklahoma on November

30 ,  1900 .  Sho r t l y  the rea f te r  he  pu rchased  a n  e x ce l l e n t

quarter-sect ion farm on the eastern outsk i rts  of  Ok lahoma

C i ty .  He re  he  bu i l t  a  m o d e r n  ( b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e

times) two-story house. 

Bath Home, ca.  1909

Situated on a high hi l l ,  the house commanded a  v iew of

Edmond and the ad jo in ing county.  A contemporary  a r t i c l e

described it this way1:  

The  B a t h  home  i s  a  n e a t  two - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  f i t t e d  up  i n  t h e

m o s t  m o d e r n  m a n n e r .  T h e  e q u i p m e n t  i n c l u d e s  a  p r i v a t e  g a s

p l an t ,  ho t  wa te r ,  and  gaso l i ne  eng i ne  f o r  pump ing  w a t e r .  T h e

h o u s e  i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  s t y l e .  A  s p a c i o u s  p o r c h

enables one to enjoy the  coo l  b reezes  that  a re  waf ted  i n  and  to

command  a  beaut i f u l  v i ew  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e

r e a r  i s  a  s p a c i o u s  a n d  c o m m o d i o u s  b a r n ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  a

supe rb  equ i pment ,  i n c l ud i ng  seve r a l  Co l umbus  c a r r i a g e s .  M r .

Bath i s  the owner  of  four  sp lend id  horses ,  one  o f  wh i ch ,  a  co l t ,

1The State of  Ok lahoma,  I ts  Men and Inst i tut ions ,  The Da i ly  Ok lahoman,
1908, page 77.





promises  to  deve lop into  a  br i l l i ant  pacer .

Mr. Bath was a director of the State Fair and was one of

the three persons instrumenta l  in  locat ing the fa i rgrounds

on Eastern Avenue at the present locat ion of  Douglas H igh

S c h o o l .  M r .  B a t h  w a s  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P l a n t e r s  a n d

M e c h a n i c s  B a n k ,  o f  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e

150,000 Club, and a  Mason .  He  was  a l so  a  d i recto r  o f  the

Oklahoma Trust and Banking Company of Wewoka and  t rea -

surer of the Oklahoma Central Oi l  and Gas Company.

In  1906 a  port ion  o f  t h e  B a t h  f a r m  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o

bui ld ing lots,  of which 346 were sold in forty-f ive days.  He

cont ro l l ed  severa l  subd iv i s ions  on  the  nor theast  s i d e  o f

Oklahoma City.

A b o u t  1 9 1 0 ,  M r .  B a t h  m o v e d  t h e  t w o - s t o r y  h o u s e

westward to the next lot and bui lt  a new br ick home on the

o ld  locat ion .  Th i s  home w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e

bu i l d i ng  tha t  f o r  many  yea r s  was  Hubba rd  Hosp i t a l .  The

original Bath home was destroyed by f i r e  a  few yea rs  a f te r

it  was moved. Mr.  Bath later bu i l t  a home on the east  s ide

o f  E a s t e r n  Avenue  a t  2101  No r t hea s t  Fou r t een th .  Th i s

home is no longer in existence.

Vincent and Sarah Bath had no chi ldren of their own, but

in 1902 they adopted  two orphan  ch i l d ren ,  a  b rother  and

s i s t e r ,  a g e d  s i x  a n d  t h r e e ,  A u g u s t a  ( “ G u s s i e ” )  a n d

George.2 S a r a h  A .  ( K e l h a m )  B a t h  d i e d  D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,

1922,  and  V incent  L .  Bath  d ied  February  21 ,  1946.  Both

a r e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  F a i r l a w n  C e m e t e r y ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,

Oklahoma.

The f ledgl ing Sunday School  sponsored by  Immanue l  on

Kelham Avenue had a d i f f icu lt  t ime.  There was l i tt le  money

avai lab le ;  so receipts were scanty.  To  g ive  an  idea  of  just

2G e o r g e  B a t h  d i e d  M a y  1 3 ,  1 9 7 3  a n d  i s  b u r i e d  i n  R o s e  H i l l  C e m e t e r y .
Guss ie  mar r i ed  C .  Harper  Or th ,  and  was  l i v i ng  i n  1980.



how t ight  f i nances  were ,  the  fo l l ow ing  i s  taken  f rom the

off ic ia l  Sunday School records of the t ime.3

Owe f rom last  year–$1.80 .

Jan.  7 Rec'd one back co l lect ion–$ .20

Refunded f rom last  coa l  for  hau l ing  i t  ourse lves–$.15

Evening contr ibut ion–$.10

Jan .  10 Rec 'd  f rom Mrs .  Anderson–$.50 

Pa id  jan i tor  for  December  1911–$1.00  

Ma r .  29  E l ec t r i c  l i gh t  b i l l ,  f i r s t  qua r te r  –$3 .00

Lad ies '  A id  pa id  j an i to r  fo r  Apr i l .

In  1909 Vincent and  Sa r ah  Ba th  gave  two  l o t s  on  t he

n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  N o r t h e a s t  T h i r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m

Avenue .  These  we re  deeded  to  Immanue l  Chu rch  fo r  t he

p u r p o s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  m i s s i o n  b u i l d i n g .  A  t w e n t y -

four–foot–by–thirty–foot bui lding was constructed on these

lots.  L .  L .  Scott ,  D i s t r i c t  M iss ionary ,  was  the  head of  the

f i rst Sunday School .4

3” A c c o u n t  o f  C h u r c h  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  E x p e n s e s , ”  K e l h a m  A v e n u e
Miss ion ,  1912 (Brew ington Co l lect ion ,  Ok lahoma C i ty) .

4A s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r
1913  l i s t  L .  L .  S co t t  a s  p a s t o r  o f  D i x on  Chu r c h ,  Mu s t ang  Chu r c h ,  a nd
Wa lnut  G rove  Church  i n  Ok lahoma C i ty .  The  m inutes  a l so  note  that  “The
Bapt i s t  D is t r i c t  Assoc iat ion  was  organ ized  at  Norman ,  Ok lahoma,  August
29-30 ,  1890.  E ighteen churches  went  in to  the  organ izat ion .  The  Cent ra l
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 8 9 .  T h e s e  t w o  a s s o c i a t i o n s
cove red  p r ac t i c a l l y  t he  s ame  t e r r i t o r y ;  t he  f i r s t  co -ope r a t i ng  w i t h  t he
Southern Bapt ist  Convetn ion [s ic]  and second  co -operat i ng  w i th  the  Nor -
t h e r n  S o c i e t i e s .  T h e  t w o  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  con so l i d a t ed  a t  Wa tonga ,
September  16,  1902.”  (T ie fe l  Co l l ect ion) .  The  m inutes  fo r  1926 fo r  the
C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e c o r d  t h a t  “ t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  O k l a h o m a
County presented to the a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e
Centra l  D istr ict  and organ ize an Ok lahoma County  Assoc ia t ion ,  l ook ing  to
the better deve lopment  o f  the i r  m i ss i on  te r r i to ry .  A f te r  a  tho rough  and
f r i end l y  d i s cuss i on  the  a ssoc i a t i on  acqu i e sced  i n  t he  move  and  l e t t e r s
w e r e  g r a n t e d  t o  a l l  c h u r c h e s  w i s h i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  n e w  a s s o c i a t i o n . ”
(T ie fe l  Co l lect ion) .



Mrs .  and  Mrs .  L .  L .  Scot t  ( “Scot t i e ” )

Bapt ist  Messenger  (Apr i l  1951)  

F i n a n c e s  w e r e  a  c o n t i n u o u s ,  n a g g i n g  p r o b l e m .  T h e

amount rece ived for  the ent i re  year  of  1912, was $36.61,

and the miss ion's  expenses were $39.40,  leav ing a  de f i c i t

o f  $2 .79 .  The  Lad i es '  A i d  Soc i e ty  used  eve ry  l eg i t imate

means to ra i se  money.  They even went  f rom door  to  door

of the members, sol ic it ing payment of t ithes.

In spite of  the f inanc ia l  prob lems,  there  was cont inued

g r ow th  i n  t h e  S unday  S choo l  membe r s h i p ,  T h r ough  t h e

summer of  1913,  the  ave rage  a t tendance  was  more  than

f i f t y  e a c h  S u n d a y .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  i n  t h e

treasury ,  Ke lham Miss ion  n e v e r  f o r g o t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a

miss ionary  Bapt i s t  church .  The  of f i c i a l  records  show t ha t

on  Apr i l  1 2 ,  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e y  s e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  E a s t e r  c o l l e c -

tion–$2.56–to be used in the mission field.

Du r i ng  these  t roub l ed  t imes ,  one  o f  t h e  s t a u n c h e s t

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  w a s  G e o r g e  T i e f e l ,  f a t h e r  o f

K a t h a r i n  ( T i e f e l )  T a y l o r .  M r .  T i e f e l  w a s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l

super intendent and Sunday Schoo l  teacher  t h r o u g h  a l l  o f

K e l h a m ' s  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  d e v o t e d

member of Kelham unti l  his death in 1959. 

George and Este l le  Ann (B ledsoe) T iefe l







Dur i ng  th i s  pe r i od  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e g u l a r l y  a s s i g n e d

pastors to Ke lham Miss ion.  Somet imes a min ister  f rom the

d i s t r i c t  m i s s i ona ry  con fe rence  w o u l d  p r e a c h .  A t  o t h e r

t i m e s  t h e  R e v e r e n d  L .  J .  D y k e  w o u l d  d e l i v e r  t h e

message.5  A t  t i m e s  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  p a s t o r  f r o m

Immanuel ,  the sponsor of Kelham Avenue Miss ion.  At  o the r

times there would be only Sunday School  with a lay member

reading some scr iptures.

Lodire Judson Dyke                                                  L .J .  Dyke

as a young man                                   in h is Oklahoma days

Th is  rather  er rat ic  operat ion  cont inued for  some t ime,

unt i l ,  on Apr i l  12,  1913,  a  f ew  o f  t he  wo r ke r s  i n  Ke l h am

A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  m e t  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  b u i l d i n g  t o

5Lod i re  Judson  Dyke  (1840–1927) ,  n a m e d  f o r  A d o n i r a m  J u d s o n ,  b o r n  i n
Newark ,  New Jersey ,  came to  Ok lahoma in  1891 after  pastor ing  a  chu rch
i n  C o f f e y v i l l e ,  K S .  H e  h a d  s e r v e d  a s  a  m i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n
Bapt ist  Home Miss ion Soc iety to the Wich ita  and Caddo Ind ians  and led  in
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s e v e n t y - s i x  c h u r c h  h o u s e s  ( T h o b u r n  a n d  W r i g h t ,  A
H is to ry  o f  the  State  and  I t s  Peop le ,  L e w i s  H i s t o r i c a l  P ub l i c a t i o n s ,  New
Yo rk ,  Vo l .  i v ,  p .  588) .  Assoc i a t i ona l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 1 3  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l
D i s t r i c t  Bapt i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  l i s t  M r s .  L .  J .  D y k e  a s  a  m e s s e n g e r  f r o m
F i r s t  Chu r ch ,  Ok l a homa  C i t y .  G l a dy s  F a i r c h i l d ,  h e r  d augh te r ,  i n d i c a t ed
that when the  fam i l y  moved  back  to  Ok l ahoma C i ty  f rom Atoka  i n  1907 ,
t hey  s e t t l e d  a t  “1521  NE  23 rd ”  a nd  h e r  mo the r  b e came  a  t e a c h e r  o f
“C lass  21”  She then began to  look  fo r  m iss ions  work  in  wh ich  to  become
invo l ved ,  wo rk i ng  f i r s t  a t  Immanue l  and  then  a t  K e l h a m .  M r s .  F a i r c h i l d
noted  that  she  f i r s t  se rved  as  a  Sunday  Schoo l  t eache r  t he re ,  t each i ng
S a r a h  B a t h ’ s  d a u g h t e r  “ G u s s i e ”  ( P e r s o n a l  L e t t e r ,  B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .





d i s c u s s  t h e  p r op r i e t y  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  i n t o  a

Bapt i s t  chu r ch .  T h e  R e v e r e n d  F r e d  W .  B a r n a c l o ,  w h o

s o m e t i m e s  p r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  M i s s i o n ,  w a s  c h o s e n  a s

M o d e r a t o r ,  a n d  S a r a h  B a t h  w a s  c h o s e n  a s  C l e r k .  A

committee  was  formed to  canvass  and report  the  number

avai lable to perfect such an organization. Those chosen for

the committee were Sarah Bath ,  Fe rn  Va rve l ,  and  George

Tiefe l .

Later  that month, the committee reported to the group

that there were th irty-seven Bapt ists who had expressed a

des i re  to  enter  into  the  o rgan i za t i on  o f  a  chu rch .  I t  was

mid-December before a l l  of  the  techn ica l i t i es  were  i roned

out ,  and the group gathered in  the miss ion bu i ld ing to or -

ganize a regular  Bapt i s t  church .  L .  J .  Dyke  was  chosen  as

Moderator and had charge of the organization services.

The minutes of December 14, 1913, report, 

The letters  of  d i sm i s s i on  f r om s i s t e r  chu r ches  we re  r ead  and  the re

were  th i r ty - seven  names .  The re  was  some d i scuss ion  as  to  whethe r

t h o s e  w h o s e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  c o u l d  b e  c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s

un less they were present in  person.  The books were to be left  open a

short  t ime.  The covenant  was  read and those  who w ished to  become

members p ledged themselves to the covenant.  I t  was  dec ided  to  take

The  Bapt i s t  Church  Manua l  a s  ou r  gu ide .  B rothe r  George  T i e f e l  w a s

chosen deacon,  and Sarah Bath was se lected as c lerk .

The thirty-seven charter members were as fo l lows6:

1. Mr .  George  T ie fe l 2 . Mrs .  Ka rena  Anderson

3. Mr .  Em i l  Johnson 4. Mrs .  Ju l i a  Johnson

5. Mr .  W.B .  Maddox 6. Mrs. Minnie Maddox (Mrs.  W.B.)

7. M iss  Anna  Maddox 8. Mrs .  Sa rah  Ba th

9. Miss  Augusta Bath 10. Mr .  George E .  Bath

11. M r .  J . F .  Maddox 12. Mr .  Lon  M.  Maddox

13. Mr .  Oh ley  W.  Maddox 14. Miss  Nann ie  Layne

15. M r s .  Maybe l l  P a r n e l l 16. M r .  G .A .  Wa rne r  

* 1 7 . Mrs .  Mabe l  Wa rne r  * 1 8 . M iss  Maud  E .  C ra ig  

* 1 9 . M i ss  Lau ra  E .  Ve rm i l l i on 20. Mrs .  Eve ret t  M .  Johnson  

* 2 1 . M iss  Esther  E .  Johnson * 2 2 . Mrs .  Ma ry  Vaughn

6Un p u b l i s h e d  m i n u t e s ,  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,
1913,  p .  4 (Brewington Co l lect ion) .



23. M r s .  W .R .  R i s t e r 24. Mr .  Nathan Stee le

25. Mrs. Nathan (Martha) Steele 26. Mr .  W i l ey  S tee l e

27. M i s s  Debb ie  S i l e r 28. M i ss  C leo  Soa rd

29. Mr .  A .W .  Pa r sons 30. M r .  Pau l  Pa r sons  

* 3 1 . Mrs .  No ra  Pea r son 32. M i s s  May  Pea r son

33. M i s s  Fay  Pea r son 34. M i s s  Luc i l l e  Pea r son

35. Mr .  Oh ley  Pea rson  * 3 6 . M i s s  B e s s i e  L o w r y  ( a l s o  

37. M r s .  Ma r y  Ha r a sha shown as :  Bess ie  Hu l l )

*  Those  marked  w i th  an  aste r i sk  were  l a te r  g ranted  l e t te rs  o f  d i sm iss ion .

O n  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  G .  A .  W a r n e r ,  N a t h a n  S t e e l e ,

Everett Johnson, and Vincent L. Bath were elected t rustees

of the church. 

On  May  31 ,  1914 ,  a  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o

consider cal l ing a  pastor .  B rother  George  T ie fe l  was  made

Modera to r .  A f te r  some remarks  t he  chu r ch  dec i ded  t ha t

voting should be done by ba l lot .  F red W.  Barnac lo  rece ived

nine votes and L.  J .  Dyke received e ight  votes .  Before  the

bal lots were cast it  was moved, seconded, and carr ied that

t h e  p a s t o r a t e  b e  f o r  n o  d e f i n i t e  t i m e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e

pas to ra te  wou ld  te rm ina te  wheneve r  so  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e

major i ty  of  t he  c hu r ch .  B r o t he r  B a r nac l o  h ad  s en t  wo rd

that in the event of  h i s  be ing chosen pastor ,  he  wanted a

written cal l .

Brother  Ewing moved that the ca l l  be made unan imous,

b u t  w h e n  s o m e  o b j e c t e d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  f a r  f r o m

unan imous ,  Brother  Ew ing w i thdrew h is  mot ion .  Mrs .  Bath

tendered her res ignat ion a s  Chu r ch  C l e r k ,  bu t  i t  was  no t

voted on by the church at that t ime.

On June 7 ,  1914 ,  a f t e r  t he  mo rn i ng  s e r v i c e ,  B r o the r

B a r n a c l o ' s  l e t t e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  w a s  r e a d .

Immediately after morning serv ice,  a bus iness meet ing was

ca l led,  dur ing which i t  was found  that  the  p roceed ings  o f

the previous business meeting were i l legal; seventeen votes

were  cast ,  on ly  s i x teen  l ega l  vote rs  had  been  i n  a t t end -

ance.



I t  was voted to  reca l l  the  ca l l  to  B rother  Barnac lo  and

to give two weeks '  pub l i c  not i ce  that  a  bus iness  meet ing

was to be held for the purpose of cal l ing a pastor.

Two  weeks  l a te r  anothe r  bu s i n e s s  mee t i ng  was  he l d .

Brother  Dyke had announced that  he  was  not  a  cand ida te

fo r  the  pos i t i on  o f  pas to r ,  but  tha t  he  was  s imp ly  do ing

what he cou ld  to  he lp  the  in fant  church .  Brother  Barnac lo

was the only candidate. There were twenty-one present who

could legal ly vote. There were twenty-one votes  cast ,  f ive

f o r  and  s i x t een  aga i n s t  Ba r nac l o .  I t  was  t he r e fo r e  s u g -

g e s t e d  t h a t  B r o t h e r  D y k e  b e  a s k e d  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e

church  w i th  he lp  f rom R .  C .  M i l l s .7 The  church  wou ld  ope-

rate in this manner unti l  some other method opened up.

On August 12, 1914, another business meeting was held.

The  chu r ch  vo t ed  t o  s end  a  l e t t e r  a s k i ng  t h a t  t h e y  b e

a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e

messenge r s  chosen  to  a t tend  the  a ssoc i a t i ona l  meet i ng

w e r e  N a t h a n  S t e e l e ,  M a r t h a  ( M r s .  N a t h a n )  S t e e l e ,  a n d

Everett  Johnson .  C .  D .  Ew ing  was  e lected  deacon .  I t  wa s

also voted to take f ive dol lars from the church t reasury  to

pay the grocery bi l l  of a destitute member.

On  December  27 ,  1914 ,  the  f i r s t  r e v i v a l  m e e t i n g  o f

Ke lham Avenue  Chu rch  began ,  conducted  by  L .  L .  Scot t ,

D i s t r i c t  M i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  Cen t r a l  B ap t i s t  Assoc i a t i on .

This seemed very appropr iate, as Brother Scott had charge

of the miss ions’  f i rst Sunday School organized by Immanuel

Church, in December, 1908, that was real ly the beginning of

Ke lham Avenue Church.  Dur ing the rev iva l  t he  chu r ch  was

b l e s s e d  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  a n d  t w e n t y - s i x  p r o f e s s e d  f a i t h  i n

C h r i s t .  O f  t h e  e l e v e n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  b a p t i s m ,  f i v e  w e r e

baptized at Immanuel Church, by L. J. Dyke. They were John

E r i c k s o n ,  S r . ,  J o h n  E r i c k s o n ,  J r . ,  I r v i n  S c o t t ,  G e r o l d

7The Associational minutes for 1919 give his initials. In the minutes for 1913 he is listed
as pastor at Banner Church.



Shaeffer ,  and Roy Green.  The rev iva l  meet ing lasted three

weeks.

On March 7 the church voted to  order  f i f ty  songbooks ,

The New Evangel ,  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  S u n d a y

School.  The total  cost was seven dol lars and f ifty cents.

I n  May  1915 anothe r  bus i ness  meet i ng  was  c a l l e d  t o

c h o o s e  a  p a s t o r .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  cand i da te ,

Brother  Barnac lo ,  i t  was  deemed  i n  o rde r  t o  vo te  aye o r

nay .  There  were  e ight  members  present ,  and  seven  votes

were cast .  There were s i x  votes  fo r  B rother  Ba rnac lo  and

one vote against him. Since Brother Barnaclo had more than

three- four ths  o f  the  votes  cast ,  he  was  dec la red  e lected

to  the  pas to ra te .  S a r a h  B a t h  r e s i g n e d  a s  C h u r c h  C l e r k

a g a i n .  I t  s e e m s  s h e  h e l d  a  d e f i n i t e  po s i t i o n  r ega r d i ng

Brother  Barnac lo  as  pastor .  H i s tory  may  have  p roved  he r

cor rect .

In  Apr i l  1915 the trustees were author ized to secu re  a

deed  f rom the  Immanue l  Chu rch ,  to  the  l o ts  occup ied  by

Ke lham Avenue  Church .  Immanue l  ag reed  to  execute  a n d

del iver the deed for the sum of $150. B rother  Warner  and

Mrs. Bath were replaced by Brothers Ewing and Er ickson on

the Board of Trustees.

A  commit tee  was  chosen  to  i nvest igate  i nco rporat i ng

the church.  The committee cons isted of  B rothers  E r i ckson

and Johnson, and Sister Ri l l ie Ewing.

I n  Apr i l  1915 an  i n te rna l  p rob l em a rose .8  O n e  o f  t h e

c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  h a d  r e p o r t e d l y  m a d e  s o m e  u n s e e m l y

r e m a r k s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a n o t h e r  c h u r c h  m e m b e r .  A

fe l lowsh ip  committee  was  appo inted to  c o u n s e l  w i t h  t h e

offending member and to request that  he apo log ize to the

church.  Numerous prayerfu l  meet ings were he ld to counse l

the ind iv idua l ,  but  when the ind iv idua l  refused to pub l ic ly

8S e e  A p p e n d i x  A  f o r  a  p h o t o c o p y  o f  t h e  p o s t c a r d  s e n t  o u t  t o  c h u r c h
members on th is  occas ion.



admi t  h i s  e r ro r ,  the  chu rch  voted  to  w i thd raw  fe l lowsh ip

f rom h im.  Th is  was the f i rst  instance of  a  member's being

“churched” in Kelham's history.

A b o u t  t h i s  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  p a s t o r ,  B r o t h e r  B a r n a c l o ,

made some so r t  o f  g r i e vous  e r r o r .  Anothe r  m in i s t e r  was

asked  to  t a ke  ca r e  o f  h i s  du t i e s .  I n  J une  1915 ,  B ro the r

Ba rnac l o  came  fo rwa rd  a n d  m a d e  s t a t e m e n t  a s  t o  h i s

conduct  and  the  fau l t  i n  wh ich  he  was  over taken .  Mot ion

w a s  m a d e  a n d  c a r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r g i v e  B r o t h e r

Barnac lo .  Brother  Barnac lo  asked that  the  chu rch  resc i nd

his call as pastor of the church. His request was accepted.

 In  Ju ly  1915,  T .  B .  C ro s s  c ame  to  Ke l h am  a s  i n t e r im

pastor .9 A  s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f

Kelham for seven weeks at two dol lars per Sunday.  He was

apparent ly a no-nonsense type of ind iv idua l .  At  the end of

the f i rst  church serv ice he he ld ,  he asked whether  anyone

wanted to un ite  with the church  by  bap t i sm  o r  by  l e t t e r .

None came f o r w a r d .  T h e n  B r o t h e r  C r o s s  a s k e d  w h e t h e r

anyone wanted to leave the church by  le t te r  o r  otherw ise .

None came forward. That seemed to sett le that.

A f te r  the  res ignat ion  o f  S a r a h  B a t h  a s  C l e r k ,  J .  D .

Welborn was chosen t o  s e r ve .  R i l l a  Ew i ng ,  who  had  been

chosen as Sunday Schoo l  secretary ,  asked to  be rep laced,

as she was moving away.

A Sunday School picnic was planned for August 9, 1915.

The plan was to r ide the streetcar ,  which would leave from

Northeast  Th i rteenth a n d  L o t t i e  a t  9 : 4 5  A .M .  I n  c a s e  o f

r a i n ,  t he  p i cn i c  wou ld  be  r eschedu l ed  fo r  t h e  n e x t  d a y .

Memor ies  seem to  have  d immed as  to  e xac t l y  whe r e  t he

picn ic  was he ld,  but  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  wa s  e i t h e r  a t  t h e

Fa i rg rounds  on  Eastern  Avenue or  at  Whee le r  Park  on  the

river between Robinson and Walker.

9The  m inutes  o f  the  Cent ra l  Bapt i s t  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1919 l i s t  T .  B .  C r o s s
as  an  orda ined min ister  who was a  member  o f  Cap i to l  H i l l  Chu rch  (T i e fe l
Co l lect ion) .



Sunday School  P icn ic .  L .  J .  Dyke is  the man seated in  f ront .  The baby in  the

upper  l e f t  co rne r  i s  Katha r i n  T ie fe l  Tay lo r .

At the  bus iness  meet ing  h e l d  o n  Augus t  11 ,  1915 ,  a

motion was made by Brother Barnaclo that a committee be

appo i n t ed  t o  a s k  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w h o  w e r e  g o i n g  o n

hayr ides on Sunday and on Wednesday n ights  to cease the

habit and to  pu t  t he i r  t ime  i n  wo r k i ng  f o r  t he  chu r ch .  A

committee was appo inted ,  but  the  m inutes  do  not  record

the resu lts .

The same month, another pulp it  committee was chosen,

as  Ke lham had on ly  an inter im pastor .  I t  was a lso  dec ided

there would be a deacon ordination, at a t ime to be chosen,

i n  O c t o b e r .  T h e  o r d i n a t i o n  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e

fourteenth, with the ordination sermon being preached by J.

H.  Haskins.  The charge to the candidates,  was del ivered by

T .  A .  M c C l a i n .  T h e  f o u r  d e a c o n s  o r d a i n e d  w e r e  G e o r g e

Tiefel ,  C. E. Clark, J. B. Er ickson, and J. D. Welborn.

F red  W.  Ba rnac lo  a l so  res igned  that  month  as  Sunday

S c h o o l  t r e a s u r e r .  F e r n  M o n t o o t h  w a s  e l e c t e d .  F .  W .

Barnaclo,  h is wife,  Josephine Barnaclo,  and the i r  daughter ,

Joseph ine ,  a sked  fo r  l e t t e r s  o f  d i s m i s s i o n ,  w h i c h  w e r e

granted.

The pulp it committee completed its work, with two can-

d idates  be ing  presented  to the church. Apparently the





church did not then fo l low the pract ice of  cons ider ing one

candidate at a t ime as is now genera l ly  pract iced.  The f i rst

candidate was S .  R .  W i l l i ams . 10 The  vote  on  W i l l i ams  was

thirteen against and f ive for.  The other candidate was J .  D.

Cook.  Brother  Cook was ca l led  subsequent l y  fo r  an  i nde f -

i n i t e  pe r i od  o f  t ime .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  a s k  t h e  s t a t e

convent i on  f o r  f ou r  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e

pa s to r ' s  s a l a r y .  B r o t he r  Cook  was  s en t  a s  a  mes senge r

that year to the state convention meeting in Tulsa.

On November 28, 1915, the regular report of the Church

S e c r e t a r y  s h o w e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r y  w a s

$12.45. At the same meeting it was agreed to pay Mr.  Cook

$6.00 a week, in addit ion to whatever amount was received

from the state convention.

The treasurer 's  annua l  report  fo r  1915 showed a  tota l

amount  rece i ved  fo r  a l l  p u r pose s  o f  $229 .27 .  E xpense s

were $227.00, leaving a  ba lance  in  the  t reasury  of  $2.29.

The average Sunday School offering was $.60 a week.

On  Ma r ch  1 ,  1916 ,  M r .  Cook  s ubm i t t ed  h i s  qua r t e r l y

report .  He had preached twenty-n ine  s e rmons ,  h ad  t h r ee

addit ions, conducted eight prayer meetings, performed n ine

m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n i e s ,  m a d e  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e l v e

rel ig ious vis its and held prayer in homes of forty-two.

On June 7, 1916, the church  voted to  incorporate  as  a

re l ig ious corporat ion,  u n d e r  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  n a m e  o f  T h e

Kelham Avenue Bapt ist Church.11  Trustees were chosen to

expedite the incorporat ion.  The trustees chosen were J .  B.

Er ickson, George Tiefel ,  and Sarah Bath. In Ju ly the Corpor-

a t i on  Ce r t i f i c a t e  was  r e ce i v ed ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d

Sec r e t a r y  o f  t h e  L ad i e s '  A i d  a s ked  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f

framing the cert i f icate.

I n  Ju l y  1916 a  mus i c a l ,  s ponso r ed  by  M r s .  B a th ,  was

10Assoc iat iona l  m inutes  fo r  1919 g ive  h i s  i n i t i a l s .
11That  i s  st i l l  the of f ic ia l  corporate name of  the church today.



presented by the youth of  the church .  They took in  $4.50

for the musica l .  Tuning the p iano cost $2.50.  The pr int ing

o f  the  p rog rams  was  donated ,  as  we re  t he  f l owe r s .  Two

dol lars was donated to the pew fund of the church.

The assoc iat iona l  letter  for  1916 showed an  inc rease ;

e l even  by  bapt i sm,  fou r  by  l e t te r  and  one  by  s tatement .

The  tota l  membersh ip  was  f i f ty -n i ne .  E l e ven  do l l a r s  a nd

f i fty cents had been contr ibuted to state miss ions.  George

T i e f e l ,  a s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  r e p o r t e d  a n

e n r o l l m e n t  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e

attendance of forty-eight.

In October W .  S .  Jones ,  M r s .  W .  S .  Jones ,  and  Geo rge

Jones  were  rece i ved  on  p rom ise  o f  l e t te r .  B rothe r  Jones

stated that he was an ordained deacon, and he was received

i n to  t he  chu r ch  a s  such .  On  Novembe r  5 ,  1 9 1 6 ,  r e v i v a l

services began. Mrs. Swanda was received by statement.  G.

W.  Parne l l  wa s  r e c e i v ed  a s  a  c a nd i d a t e  f o r  b ap t i sm .  An

o f fe r i ng  was  t aken  f o r  s t a t e  m i s s i o n s ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f

$6.35 being col lected, a l lowing Kelham t o  r e a c h  i t s  g o a l ,

$15.00!

In  December  the  messenge r s  to  t he  s t a te  convent i on

were  e lected .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  h e l d  a t  F i r s t

Church, Oklahoma C i ty .  The messengers  chosen were  J .  D .

Cook and w i fe ,  Mrs .  V .  L .  Ba th ,  M r s .  L .  A .  Nokes ,  Geo rge

Tiefel ,  W. S. Jones, and his wife.

At that t ime the church was behind two hundred dol lars

on  the  pas to r ' s  sa l a ry .  S i nce  the  pas to r ' s  sa l a ry  was  s o

m u c h  i n  a r r e a r s ,  a  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e

p a s t o r a t e  v a c a n t .  B y  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  a n d  s a c r i f i c i a l

giving, the amount owed was paid within ninety days .  S ince

Kelham was again without a pastor ,  the ever-fa ithfu l  Char-

ley Curb,  D istr ict  Miss ionary,  again f i l led the pu lp it .  With in

a short t ime the pulpit committee recommended the cal l ing

of Hale V. Davis as pastor. Motion was made and seconded,



and Hale Davis was unanimously chosen on the  f i r s t  ba l l o t .

The church voted to ask the state board to contr ibute ten

dol lars a month on the pastor's salary. 

Off ic ia l ly, Hale Davis was ca l led as pastor  on January 3,

1917. Davis was a graduate of Oklahoma Bapt ist Univers ity

and  se rved  as  p res ident  o f  the  un i ve rs i ty  f r o m  1 9 3 2  t o

1934. He pastored Exchange Avenue Church f rom 1918 to

1932  and  f ounded  Down town  Chu r ch .  When  h e  w a s  a

preacher in the Stockyards area,  the Stockyards Union was

very st rong.  The un ion members  d id  not  want  Negroes  to

c o m e  i n t o  t h e  u n i o n .  D a v i s  p r e a c h e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  a n d

apparently made many enemies. At one time there were two

sher i f f ' s  deput ies ,  a rmed  w i t h  s ho tguns ,  p r o t ec t i ng  h im

f rom membe r s  o f  t he  un i on .  Acco rd i ng  to  contempora ry

accounts ,  the  “ shot -gun  gua rds”  even  a t tended  se rv i ces

he l d  b y  Dav i s .  D av i s  d i e d  i n  1973  a t  t h e  age  o f  8 3 ,  i n

Denver ,  Co lorado,  and was surv ived by two daughters  and

one son, al l  residing in Colorado.12

In  June 1917 A. J .  March was chosen to  be orda ined as

deacon. The church a lso  voted to  have an open-a i r  rev iva l

meeting to begin the second Sunday of the month.

Cop i es  o f  the  m inu tes  fo r  the  pe r i od  o f  m id -1917  to

ea r l y  1941 a re  m i ss i ng ;  so  deta i l s  o f  even t s  du r i ng  t h i s

t ime-per iod are very sketchy.  T.  C.  Car leton was  ca l l ed  as

pastor sometime in 1918. 

I n  l a t e  1923 ,  a  n ew  sou r ce  o f  f r i c t i o n  a r o s e  i n  t h e

infant church.  Northeast Twenty-th i rd Street was  recent ly

paved, and Kelham Avenue was sti l l  a lmost impassable after

a  r a i n .  L o d i r e  J .  D y k e ,  l o n g - t i m e  f r i e n d  o f  B a p t i s t s  i n

general and Kelham in  part i cu la r ,  had  purchased ten  acres

of  land at  Northeast  Twenty-th i rd  and Prospect ,13 and h e

12Ver t i ca l  F i l e ,  Ok l ahoma Bapt i s t  Un i ve rs i ty  L ib ra ry ,  Shawnee .
13Thobu rn  and  Wr i gh t ,  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  I t s  P e o p l e ,  n o t e  t h a t

“ M r s .  D y k e ,  w h o  was always the financier of the family, purchased ten



offered to give Kelham a lot  on Northeast Twenty-th i rd for

the bui lding of a new church. A vote was taken, and the ma-

jority voted to accept his gift and move the church.  Pastor

C a r l e t o n  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  m o v e d  t o  t h e  n e w

location, where a wooden tabernacle was soon constructed

on the northeast corner of  what is  now Northeast  Twenty-

t h i r d  a n d  P r o s p e c t  A v e n u e .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n a m e ,  w a s  m o v e d . 14 T h e

group reta ined t i t le  to  the  bu i l d ing  and  lo ts  a t  Northeast

Thirteenth and Kelham.

T.  C .  Car leton had come to  Ok lahoma C i ty  about  1908

from Muskogee, where he served as pastor of  F i rst  Church .

He came to Oklahoma from Saint Louis, Missouri ,  where as a

midd le -aged man he  had  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  L a F a y e t t e

Avenue Church.15 He  was  desc r i bed  by  a  cu r ren t  member

of  Ke lham,  as  “one o f  the  k i ndes t  men  I ' ve  eve r  known . ”

After  a  few years  as  pastor  of  Memor ia l  Church,  the name

the  ma jo r i ty  at  Ke lham adopted  when  they  moved  no r th ,

Car leton ret i red from the act ive ministry.  He was attending

ac r e s  o f  l a nd  on  E a s t  T w e n t y - t h i r d  S t r e e t .  T h i s  l i t t l e  t r a c t  h a s  n o w
become the center of a g rea t  new add i t i on  to  the  c i t y ,  and  i s  l a i d  out  i n
bu i ld ing lots  for  deve lopment and sa le .”  Rea l  estate deve lopers  have long
known  tha t  a  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  e n h a n c e  a  s u b d i v i s i o n  a n d
has ten  deve l opment .  A  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  f r o m  D y k e ’ s  d a u g h t e r ,  M r s .
G ladys  Fa i rch i l d ,  dated  January  15 ,  1974 (Brew ington  Co l l ect ion) ,  s a y s ,
“ M a m a  a n d  P a p a  f e l t  t h a t  a n o t h e r  c h u r c h  s h o u l d  b e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  o u r
ne ighborhood so mama g a v e  t h e  l a n d  o f f  o f  o u r  t e n  a c r e  t r a c t  f o r  a
church located on the cor .  of  23rd & Prospect .”

14G l ady s  F a i r c h i l d ,  Dy ke ’ s  d augh t e r ,  i n  h e r  b o o k  N e w  J e r s e y  t o  S o o n e r
Land (Persona l l y  pub l i shed ,  n .d . ,  p .  54) ,  i nd i c a ted  tha t  he r  f a the r ,  L .  J .
Dyke ,  d i ed  o f  comp l i ca t ions  f rom b e i n g  s t r u c k  b y  a  c a r .  W h e n  a  f r i e n d
v i s i ted  h im on  h i s  deathbed  and  asked ,  “ ‘Do  you  th i nk  th i s  i s  the  l a s t? ’
Father  sa id ,  ‘Oh no ,  I  have another  church  to  bu i ld . ’  [He was  refer r ing  to
Memo r i a l  C hu r ch . ]  . . .  b u t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  h a d  t o  f i n i s h  t h a t  c h u r c h  f o r
Father ’ s  funera l  was  the  f i r s t  meet ing  he ld  in  the  new church .”

15” A g e d  M i n i s t e r  D i e s  S u d d e n l y , ”  T h e  D a i l y  O k l a h o m a n ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,
1928,  Page  1 ,  Co l .  3  (Photocopy  i n  B r ew i ng ton  Co l l e c t i on ) .  The  a r t i c l e
noted  that  “ i n  the  l as t  f i ve  yea rs”  Ca r l e ton  “had  been  ass i s tant  to  Rev .
F .  S .  P o r t e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  a n d  a l s o  h a d  b e e n
act i ve  i n  v i s i t a t ion  work  fo r  o the r  Bapt i s t  chu rches . ”



a  p r a ye r  mee t i n g  a t  T r i n i t y  Chu r ch ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s

death in 1928, when he suffered a heart  attack.  He d ied at

the age of  seventy- f ive ,  a nd  a t  t h e  t ime  was  one  o f  t h e

oldest Bapt ist  min isters  in  Ok lahoma.  He i s  bur ied  in  Rose

Hi l l  Cemetery.16

The name “Kelham Avenue Bapt ist  Church” was deemed

inappropr iate for the transplanted congregat ion at the new

locat ion;  so i t  was changed to Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church . 17

Many years later the name was changed again to Northeast

Bapt ist  Church,18 and even further down the span of  t ime,

Northeast  changed  t h e i r  n a m e  t o  P a r k  E s t a t e s  F i r s t

Bapt ist  Church .  Years  l a te r ,  the  comb ined  church  merged

back into the original Kelham congregation.

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  a t  t h e  o l d  K e l h a m  l o c a t i o n ,  s o m e

twenty-eight of t he  f o rme r  membe r s  we re  l e f t  w i t hou t  a

church. They had the use of  the bu i ld ing ,  temporar i ly ,  but

had no church name, no  pastor ,  and few members .  A lmost

in desperat ion they attempted to start a Sunday School  to

try to help hold the f lock together. 

The Sunday School was not going too well when Immanuel

Church aga in  came to the rescue.  They  s en t  one  o f  t he i r

best  Sunday  Schoo l  teachers  to  the  o ld  Ke lham locat ion ,

Robert Cl inton (R. C.) Howard. R. C. Howard was a long-t ime

agent for the Herald of Liberty, King of  F raterna l  Orders ,  a

l i f e  i n su r ance  company ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  d e d i c a t e d  S u n d a y

Schoo l  worker  in  Immanue l .  H is  on ly  inst ruct ions f rom Im -

16Ib id .
17G l ady s  F a i r c h i l d  w r o t e  i t  wa s  “ n amed  Memo r i a l  f o r  P apa ’ s  [ L .  J .  Dyke ]

wo r k  i n  Ok l a .  L a t e r  c hanged  to  N o r t h  E a s t  B a p t i s t ”  ( P e r s o n a l  L e t t e r ,
B r e w i n g t o n  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  The B a p t i s t  M e s s e n g e r ,  A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 2 4  ,
records  that  the church voted to  change the name to  M e m o r i a l  o n  A p r i l
20,  1924.  

18As  No r t hea s t ,  t h ey  appa r en t l y  h ad  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  A s s o c i a -
t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 3 2  n o t e ,  “ C o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e
Northeast  Church  as  to  i t s  s t and i ng  i n  t he  As soc i a t i o n  ( be i ng  f o rme r l y
Memor i a l  Bap t i s t  Ch r uch ) .  Comm i t t ee  composed  o f  R .  C .  Howa rd ,  A .  L .
Au l i c k  ,  [ s i c ]  a nd  R .  C .  She l don .  Mo t i on  ca r r i ed  t ha t  No r theas t  Bap t i s t
Church become a regu lar  member  of  the Assoc iat ion .”



manuel  were to try to  ho ld  the  group together  as  best  he

could unti l  such time as some way opened up to move them

into another church. 

I f  eve r  the re  was  a  spec ia l  man  chosen  f o r  a  spec i f i c

purpose to help fulf i l  God's own p lan,  i t  was th is  man,  R.  C.

Howard. He was the man who would take this group and help

weld and mold them into a church  that  spread  the  w i tness

of  Jesus  Chr ist  through many miss ions and preach ing sta-

t ions.





CHAPTER III

GOD'S MAN FOR GOD'S PLAN

Robert  C l inton Howa rd  was  bo r n  n ea r  Dev i n e ,  Med i n a

County,  Texas,  June 26,  1887. He was  de l i ve red  i n to  th i s

wo r l d  by  a  Neg ro  “Mammy”  m i dw i f e .  He  was  t he  son  o f

Robe r t  Samue l  and  Texas  Leona  ( B l e v i n s )  Howa r d .  R .  C .

reported in  later  years that the fami ly  l ived in  a  two-room

log house, consisting of a large room with a p lank f loor and

a k itchen with a  d i r t  f loor .  He  often  attended h is  younger

brother whi le his father and mother picked cotton. 

At the age of seven Howard entered the country school

t h r e e  m i l e s  a w a y ,  w h e r e  h i s  f i r s t  b o o k  w a s  t h e  o l d

Swinton's Pr imer .  T h e r e  w a s  o n e  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  h e  h a d

about  n inety  s tudents  f rom seven  to  twenty-one ,  g rades

one to ten. Part of the t ime R. C. had to walk alone through

the  pas tu re  to  schoo l ,  t hough  a t  t imes  he  got  to  r i d e  a

horse, sitting behind one of h is aunts and hold ing on to the

back of the saddle. 

R .  C .  attended th is  country  schoo l  f r om  f i v e  t o  s e ven

m o n t h s  e a c h  y e a r ,  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  f a r m  e v e n i n g s  a n d

through the summer.   He completed the tenth grade,  after

w h i c h  h e  p e r s u a d e d  h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  s e n d  h i m  t o  T y l e r

Commercia l  Col lege, in Tyler ,  Texas, where he completed in

s i x  m o n t h s  a  c o m b i n e d  s t e n o g r a p h i c  a n d  b o o k k e e p i n g

c o u r s e .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  h e

secured a posit ion as  bookkeeper  and stenographer  in  San

Anton io ,  Texas .  A f te r  seve ra l  months  i n  th i s  pos i t i on  he

was e lected as  a  teacher  o f  shor thand ,  bookkeep ing ,  and

other commercia l  subjects in the Tyler Commercia l  Col lege.

A f te r  a  f ew  months  he  was  p romoted  to  Manage r  o f  t he

Bookkeep i ng  and  Sho r thand  Depa r tments  of a branch



college in Memphis, Tennessee.

In the meantime he had met and fa l len in love with M i ss

Hett ie  T i l ley ,  of  Dev ine,  Texas,  and on June  10 ,  1906 ,  he

went  back  to  the  o ld  home-p lace  to  c l a im  h i s  b r i d e . 1  H e

was  of fe red  a  pos i t ion  as  bookkeeper ,  s tenographer ,  a n d

buyer for a furniture store in nearby San Antonio. R. C.  and

his new bride set up housekeeping in the city in June 1906. 

I n  e a r l y  o f  t h a t  y ea r ,  a  man  c ame  i n t o  t h e  f u r n i t u r e

store represent ing the Hera ld of  L iberty,  K ing of  Fraterna l

O rde rs ,  o f  the  s ta te  o f  A labama,  w i th  a  new and  unusua l

k i n d  o f  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e .  A f t e r  t h e  p l a n  w a s  t h o r o u g h l y

explained, R. C. appl ied for the maximum amount, which was

$2,500, on what was ca l led the Reserve  Fund D ist r ibut ion

P lan.  After  further study of  the plan, Howard became more

and  more  en thus i a s t i c  about  the  p l an .  Soon  he  to l d  t h e

agent that he thought he could s ign  up  some members  fo r

the p lan.  The agent to ld R.C.  that he wou ld  get  a  contract

wr itten up,  and that R.C.  could have a l l  of  San Anton io ,  as

the agent responsible for the city was going back home to

Kentucky.

Soon R. C. Howard was issued a part-t ime contract ,  and

so began h i s  l i f e t ime  assoc i a t i on  w i th  the  l i f e  i n su rance

business. He continued his regular job, sel l ing i nsu rance  as

a  s ide l i ne .  The  f i r s t  two peop le  he  contacted  bought  t h e

plan; so the die was cast.

After  about a year in  San Antonio,  Howard was  of fered

a  b e t t e r - p a y i n g  j o b  a s  b o o k k e e p e r  a n d  m a n a g e r  o f  a

commissary on a ranch near Del  R io.  Although the Howards

were  located  twe lve  m i l es  f rom town ,  R .C .  wen t  t o  t own

every  two or  three weeks ,  and he usua l ly  managed to  se l l

1" A g e  N o t  H e r  F a v o r i t e  T o p i c , "  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  W e s t b r o o k  C o l l e c t i o n
( H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y ,  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ) ,
publ ished on the o cca s i on  o f  He t t i e  T i l l e y  Howa rd ' s  n i n e t i e t h  b i r t hday ,
i nd i c a ted  t ha t  R .  C .  h ad  been  a  s t uden t  o f  He t t i e  some  yea r s  p r i o r  t o
the i r  ma r r i age . She was  some s ix  years  o lder  than he .  



two or three insurance pol ic ies. 

I n  the  l a t te r  pa r t  o f  1908  Howard  r e s i g ned  f r om  t he

commissary  to  devote  fu l l  t ime to  the  i n su rance  and  rea l

estate bus iness .  Mov ing  back  to  h i s  hometown of  Dev ine ,

the  Howard fami ly  wh ich  now inc luded  a  young  daughte r ,

Hazel Kate, quickly settled down. In Devine, R. C. bought his

f i rst  house on easy te rms .  Afte r  purchas ing  a  good horse

and rubber-t i red buggy and o p e n i n g  a n  o f f i c e ,  R .  C .  w a s

ready for  bus iness .  Se l l ing  some town p roper ty  and  some

farm land  a long  w i th  h i s  l i f e  i nsu rance ,  he  rap id ly  became

well-known in the area.

After  operat ing on a part-t ime contract with the insur-

ance company for a  year  or  two,   R .C.  was sending in  more

b u s i n e s s  t h a n  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  f u l l - t i m e  a g e n t s .  A l m o s t

i m m e d i a t e l y  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  f u l l - t i m e  c o n t r a c t ,  w i t h

l a r g e r  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a p p o i n t i n g

subagents .  In  1911 h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e

ent i re state of Texas,  provid ing he would purchase a  b lock

of  stock in  the Internat iona l  Loan and Trust  company,  the

ho ld ing  company  fo r  the  Hera ld  o f  L ibe r ty .  R .  C .  ente red

into  th i s  agreement ,  and  i n  May  1912 ,  he  was  appo in ted

Grand Deputy for the state of Texas. 

In 1912 an offer was made by the insurance company to

reward any of its agents who wrote three hundred thousand

do l l a r s  o f  bus iness  w i th  a  f ree  t r ip  t o  t he  head  o f f i c e  i n

Phi ladelphia and a  t r i p  to  At l ant i c  C i ty .  The  l eader  was  to

rece ive an add i t iona l  th ree  hundred  do l l a r s  cash ,  and  the

second-p lace winner was to rece ive one hundred a nd  f i f t y

dol lars cash. Cl inching second-place, in August,  R .  C .  a long

with his fami ly boarded a Southern Pacif ic Pul lman for  the i r

dream vacation. None of them had ever r idden on a Pul lman

before;  so they were understandably thr i l led.  After  a week

of excitement, it was back to the dai ly business. 

In  1913,  fo r  some reason ,  the  insurance company was



not g iven a l icense to wr ite the i r  spec ia l  fo rm of  po l i cy  i n

Texas .  R .  C .  Howa rd  had  to  make  a  momentous dec is ion .

Would he give up the insurance business and concentrate on

real estate, or would he give up his home and move to some

fo r e i g n  s t a t e?  He  h ad  become  so  a t t a ched  t o  t h e  l i f e

insurance bus iness and  to  the  Hera lds  o f  L iber ty  that  the

choice was not too diff icult.

S i n ce  R .  C .  h ad  hea rd  d i r e  s to r i e s  o f  t he  c yc l one s  i n

Oklahoma, he chose New Mex ico.  Ear ly  in  1913 the Howard

fam i l y  a r r i ved  i n  Deming ,  N e w  M e x i c o .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a

pol icyholder  in  the state,  and  R .  C .  d i d  no t  have  a  s i ng l e

contact. Within ninety days ,  he had so ld  over  one hundred

po l i c i e s  and  was  go i ng  o u t  t o  o t h e r  t o w n s .  S o o n  t h e

company a l lowed h im to enter the Ar izona market.  A s ta te

l i cense was procured ,  and subagents  were  appo inted .  Not

long afterward ,  the  state  of  Ca l i fo rn ia  w a s  o f f e r e d  t o  R .

C., and he operated there as wel l .

In  1914, the man who had been appointed to  Ok lahoma

had  f a i l e d  a t  t he  j ob ,  a nd  R .  C .  w a s  a g a i n  o f f e r e d  t h e

Ok l ahoma te r r i to ry .  I n  September ,  Howard ,  h i s  w i f e ,  and

three chi ldren arr ived in Oklahoma City.  R .  C .  Howard soon

o p e n e d  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  w a s  b a c k  i n  b u s i n e s s .  S h o r t l y

a f t e r w a r d  R .  C .  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  A r k a n s a s .

Here he appointed more subagents.  For many yea rs  he  had

agents  in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Ar izona ,  New Mex ico ,  Ok lahoma,  and

Arkansas .  

In 1924, R. C .  gave up a l l  of  h is  state contracts except

Oklahoma because he did not want to be away from home so

much.2 T e x a s  w a s  a g a i n  o p e n e d  u p  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f

insurance,  and R .  C .  secu red  Texas  a s  we l l ,  f i gu r i ng  tha t

the  t rave l  wou ld  b e  m i n ima l . 3 A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  R .  C .

2" C i t y  M a n  M i x e s  I n s u r a n c e  w i t h  M i n i s t r y ,  S u c c e s s f u l l y , "  i n  t h e
W e s t b r o o k  C o l l e c t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  " s l i c i n g  t h e  s i x  s t a t e s  f r o m  h i s
t e r r i t o r y  c u t  a  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  s a l a r y  t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . "  R e c a l l ,  t h o s e  a r e  1 9 2 4
do l l a r s !



Howard, having felt the cal l  of the ministry for many years ,

came to the group meeting at the Kelham Avenue location.

Brother Howard was sent out from Immanuel  to min ister

t o  a  g r o u p  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  w h o  h a d  n o  c h u r c h  a n d  n o

charter .  They d id not even own the bu i ld ing i n  wh i ch  they

met.  R .  C .  was a  layman,  a  Sunday Schoo l  teacher ;  but  he

had the God-given touch.  He  had  the  ab i l i t y  to  t r ans fo rm

th i s  nuc l eus  o f  twenty -e igh t  i n to  a  v i t a l ,  l i v i ng ,  g row ing

church. In twenty years the church grew from twenty-e ight

membe r s  to  mo re  t h an  t h r e e  t hou s and  membe r s .  T he r e

were more than s ix thousand addit ions.  Kelham establ ished

or supported near ly th i rty miss ions,  many of which became

self-support ing churches.4

When  R .  C .  Howard  f i r s t  came  to  Ke l ham,  h e  f o u n d  a

smal l ,  d isor iented,  concerned group of  peop le .  They w e r e

concerned because there was  a  revers ionary  c l ause  i n  the

deed for the church property that stated when it ceased to be

used for a church, the property would r eve r t  t o  t he  o r i g i n a l

owner .  L ike the ch i ldren o f  I s r ae l ,  they  found  themse lves

w a n d e r i n g  i n  a  w i l d e r n e s s .  I t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  t h e  v e r y

foundat ions  of  the i r  f a i t h  we r e  s hak i ng .  The i r  n ame  and

charter had been removed. Unknown to them, however, God,

a s  H e  a l w a y s  d o e s ,  h a d  a  m a n ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  R .  C .

Howard ,  who wou ld  l ead  them forward  to  g reater  he ights

than they had  ever  be fo re  known .  A l though  he  had  never

been an ordained preacher, he had been a deacon, a Sunday

School superintendent, a teacher and worker  in  the church,

and a successful  businessman. 

3F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  H e r a l d  o f  L i b e r t y ,  K i n g  o f  F r a t e r n a l  O r d e r s ,  w a s
reorgan ized into  an  o l d  l i n e  l e g a l  r e s e r v e  c o m p a n y ,  a n d  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,
J r . ,  j o ined  h i s  fa ther  i n  the  i nsurance  bus iness .

4R o b e r t  C .  H o w a r d ,  S r . ,   Autobiography ,  1 9 4 1 ,  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  m a n u -
sc r i p t ) .  



Marker  embedded in  the s idewalk  at  the or ig ina l  locat ion of  The Ke lham

Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  NE 14th and Kelham





Quickly taking R. C .  Howard to  the i r  hearts ,  the  peop le

at  what had former ly  been Ke lham Avenue Bapt i s t  Chu rch

asked h im to  he lp  them to  reo rgan i ze  i n to  a  chu rch .  The

group that had moved to Twenty- th i rd  and  P rospect  used

the Ke lham Avenue Bapt ist  Church n ame  f o r  o n l y  a  s ho r t

t ime. With the ass istance of R.  C.  Howard the organizat ion

of a new church was soon perfected, and on May 11, 1924,

it was formal ly organized with twenty-eight members. 

These members  were  dec la red Charter  Members  of  the

reorganized church5 :

BROWN,  Mrs  Roy LAND IS ,  Ray

BROWN, T.  E . LAND IS ,  M r s .  R ay

ER ICKSON,  J .  B .  MAGU IRE ,  M r s .  H .G .  (Ma ry )

ER ICKSON ,  M r s .  J .  B .  OWENS, G. W.

EVANS ,  M r s .  Mo l l i e OWENS,  Mrs .  G .  W.

GOODNER, R.  D. SHUMAKE,  E .  T .

H IGHT,  B lanche SHUMAKE ,  May  H .

H IGHT ,  M rs .  S .  W . T IEFEL,  George

HULL,  Welt ie T IEFEL ,  Mrs .  George

JONES,  George T IEFEL ,  Pau l

K IMMEL ,  Be rn i ce WHITMAN,  Mrs .  E l i zabeth

K IMMEL ,  B .  L . WH ITMAN,  M rs .  John

K IMMEL ,  Co r r i n e WHITMAN,  John  S .

K IMMEL ,  M r s .  G . T . WHITMAN,  Ruben

The Moderator  of  the meet ing was E .  M.  Johnson,  C lerk .

With the organ izat ion  o f  a  c h u r c h  t h e  m e m b e r s  h a d

avo ided the loss  o f  t h e i r  c hu r c h  p r ope r t y .  L e t t e r s  we r e

issued to  t hose  membe r s  who  des i r ed  them by  Memor i a l

Chu r ch .  S ho r t l y  a f t e r ,  Memo r i a l  C hu r ch  t r a n s f e r r ed  t he

deed to the property,  the charter ,  and the Ke lham Avenue

5M i n u t e s  o f  T h e  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y
(Ok lahoma C ity) .



Bap t i s t  Chu r ch  n ame  t o  t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  c h u r c h 6.  U pon

complet ion of the church organ izat ion i t  was voted to ca l l

R. C. Howard as their minister. They agreed to pay h im sev -
enty-f ive dol lars per month. He accepted the cal l  as supply

pastor ,  and became the i r  pas to r  even  though  he  was  not

ordained at the t ime.  The church  asked for  the  ord inat ion

of R.  C.  Howard to the fu l l  work of  the gospel  min istry.  On

June 15, 1924, he was ordained.7

The Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  J une  18 ,  1924 ,  i n  a n  a r t i c l e

ent it led,  “Ordinat ion of  R .  C .  Howa rd  t o  Fu l l  Wo r k  o f  t he

Gospel Ministry,” reported,8

P u r s u a n t  t o  c a l l  o f  t h e  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
w h e r e  B r o t h e r  R .  C .  H o w a r d  h a s  b e e n  s e r v i n g  a s  s u p p l y
pastor ,  a  counc i l  of  Bapt ist  min isters  and deacons met  Sunday
af te rnoon ,  June  15 .  The  counc i l  wa s  con s t i t u t ed  a s  f o l l ows :
M in i s te r s  A .  B .  Robe r t s ,  F .  A .  Godsoe ,  T .  G .  Nethe r ton ,  W.  S .
E v a n s ,  R .  C .  M i l l s ,  C .  E .  M y r i c k ,  H a l e  V .  D a v i s ,  W .  W .
S togne r ,  R i c h a r d  McK i n l e y ,  D r .  J .  A .  P r i c e  a nd  Evange l i s t  E .
A .  Pe t ro f f  o f  B l ue  Mounta i n ,  M i s s i s s i pp i .  Deacons  T .  E .  Gant ,
W .  S .  J a m e s ,  G e o r g e  H u s t e d ,  G .  N .  L o n g f e l l o w ,  B e n
Longfe l low,  W.  A.  Cov ington,  T .  W.  Barnes ,  G .  W.  Stomp,  D.  R .
Evans ,  George T iefe l ,  and R .  E .  Whitton.  

T h e  p r e s b y t e r y  o r g a n i z e d  b y  e l e c t i n g  F .  A .  G o d s o e ,
mode ra to r ;  W .  W .  S togne r ,  c l e r k ;  Evange l i s t  E .  A .  Pe t ro f f  to
c o n d u c t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ;  A .  B .  R o b e r t s  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e
a d m o n i t i o n ;  W .  S .  E v a n s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  B i b l e ;  a n d  T .  G .
Netherton to of fer  the ord inat ion prayer .  

6T h e  a c t u a l  t r a n s f e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t ,  " R e s o l u t i o n s
Adopted by  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church"  (Westbrook  C o l l e c t i o n ) ,  w a s  J u n e
7 ,  1925 .  The  document  i t se l f  i s  a  cu r i ous  i n s t rument ,  w i t h  The  Ke l h am
Avenue  Bapt i s t  Church  (operat ing  then  as  The  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Chu rch )
t rans fe r r i ng  t i t l e ,  r i ghts ,  and  p roper ty  on  Ke lham Avenue to  The Ke lham
Avenue Bapt ist  Church.  See Appendix  B .  

7T rad i t i ons  c i r cu l a ted  tha t  Howard ' s  pas to r ,  D r .  R i d g e w a y ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t
to keep Howard at  Immanue l  ca l led off  the ord inat ion serv ice .  I t  has good
at tes ta t i on  f r om Katha r i n  T i e fe l  Tay l o r ,  who se  f a t h e r  wa s  a  d e a con  o f
Ke lham at  the  t ime .  Odd ly  enough ,  the  a r t i c l e  i n  The Baptist Messenger
(which is printed in its entirety on pages 38–39, does not ment ion  D r .  R idgeway  as
hav ing  been present  when h i s  fo rmer  Sunday  Schoo l  supe r i n tendent  and
deacon was orda ined to the min ist ry .

8The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  June  18,  1924.



U p o n  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h a t
B ro the r  Howa rd  was  we l l  t augh t  i n  t he  s c r i p tu r e s  and  sound
in  Bapt i s t  fa i th ,  the  counc i l  recommended to  t he  chu r ch  t ha t
the ord inat ion be proceeded with.  

R e v .  R .  C .  Howa r d  i s  a  s u c ce s s f u l  b u s i n e s sman  a n d  h a s
recent l y  y i e l ded  t o  a  c a l l  t o  p r e a c h  w h i c h  h e  h a s  f e l t  f r o m
c h i l d h o o d  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  e v e n  a n  a c t i v e ,
d e v o t e d ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  a s  d e a c o n ,  S u n d a y
Schoo l  super in tendent  fo r  y e a r s ,  t e a c h e r  a n d  w o r k e r  c o u l d
not  take  the  p lace  w i th  h im  o f  comp le te  subm iss i on  to  God ' s
w i l l .  B r o t h e r  H o w a r d  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  t h e
r e c e n t l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d
togethe r  as  pas to r  and  peop le ,  m a y  t h e y  l i v e  a n d  p r o s p e r ,
knowing the r ich  f e l l owsh i p  o f  t hose  who  wa l k  and  wo rk  w i t h
God.

With R.  C.  Howard as the leader ,  the growth of the Kel -

h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  w a s  p h e n o m e n a l .  B r o t h e r

Howard was a  s t rong  be l i ever  i n  t i th ing .  He  be l i eved  that

everyone should give at  l east  one-seventh  of  h i s  t ime and

one-tenth of h is  earn ings to the loca l  church .  He certa in ly

pract iced what he preached. He never accepted any pay a s

pastor and gave much more than one-seventh of his t ime. 

Although he never attended col lege or graduated from a

seminary,  Robert  C l inton Howard became one o f  t h e  m o s t

successfu l  Southern  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  o f  h i s  d a y .  H e  w a s

pastor  of  on ly  one chu rch  and  neve r  r ece i ved  a  do l l a r  o f

sa lary because of h is successful  insurance business.

“City Man Mixes Insurance With M in ist ry ,  Successfu l ly , ”

an art ic le in the Westbrook Col lect ion,  ev ident ly  wr i tten in

1945,  twenty-one  years  i n to  t h e  m i n i s t r y  r e c i t e s  R .  C .

Howard’s nightmare weekly schedule:9

The genera l  schedu le  i s :  Monday morn ing ,  insurance d ictat ion ;
Monday  a f t e rnoon ,  chu r ch  c a l l s ;  T u e s d a y ,  a l l  d a y ,  c h u r c h
w o r k  a n d  s i c k  c a l l s ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  a t  t h e
o f f i c e .  W e d n e s d a y ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  a l l  d a y ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a
c hu r c h  eme rgency ;  Thu r sday  mo rn i ng ,  i n s u r a n c e ;  T h u r s d a y
a f te rnoon ,  chu rch ;   F r i d a y ,  c a l l s  o n  p r o s p e c t s  a n d  p r e p a r e s

9Few peop l e  r ea l i ze  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  S r . ,  w a s  o n l y  f i f t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  a t
the t ime of h is death.



sermon;  Saturday  morn ing  a t  the  i nsu rance  o f f i ce ,  and  i n  the
afternoon makes  ext ra  a r rangements  fo r  Sunday serv ices .

A t  n i g h t  t h e  p a s t o r  c a l l s  o n  p r o s p e c t s ,  h a s  m e e t i n g ,
corresponds with the 200 serv ice men of  the  chu rch ,  many  o f
whom  he  w r i t e s  p e r s ona l  l e t t e r s .  H e  s e n d s  t h e m  C h r i s t m a s
candy and cook ies and remembers them other ho l idays.

He  says  he  neve r  gets  t i r e d ,  n e v e r  w o r r i e s ,  b u t  a d m i t s  t h e
rout ine keeps h im pretty busy.

O f  c ou r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t ho se  d ay s  when  t h r e e  f u n e r a l s  o c c u r
the  same morn ing ,  v i s i t ing  re l ig ious  leaders  come to  town,  a l l
the  s tate  representat ives  o f  h i s  i n su r ance  company  come  to
h i s  o f f i ce  fo r  a  meet i ng ,  and  an  unexpected  l ega l  confe rence
abou t  chu r ch  p rope r t i e s  i s  c a l l ed .  Bu t  i t  a l l  w o r k s  o u t ,  h e
says .

I t  i s  because  he  p l aces ,  ‘ F i r s t  Th ings  f i r s t , ’  he  be l i eves .

As the church cont inued to  g row ,  i t  soon  became ev i -

d en t  t h a t  mo r e  r oom  wou l d  b e  r e q u i r e d .  R .  C .  H o w a r d

expressed it this way10:

F i r s t  we  bu i l t  on  to  the  o ld  o r ig ina l  24  foot  by  30 foot .  Then
w e  b u i l t  a  t a b e r n a c l e  3 0  f e e t  b y  6 0  f e e t  w h e r e  t h e
Educat iona l  Bu i ld ing now stands.  Then we purchased four  mo re
lots to the  west  o f  us  on  Fourteenth  St reet  and  then  in  1928
we began the erect ion of the  p resent  aud i to r i um,  and  then  we
p u r c h a s e d  t w o  m o r e  l o t s  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  T h i r t e e n t h  a n d
Kelham and moved the frame bui ld ing to i t .  Then we to re  down
the  tabernac le  w i th  the  sawdust  f l o o r  a n d  b u i l t  i n  1 9 3 6  o u r

present Educat iona l  Bu i ld ing .

R. C. Howard was ordained in the middle of June; on July

2 ,  1 9 2 4 ,  b i d s  w e r e  t a k e n  o n  t h e  l a b o r  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e

bu i ld ing .  As ear ly  as  June 11,  a lmost  f ive  hundred do l l a rs

had been subscribed to the building fund. On Sunday August

17 ,  1924 ,  Ka tha r i n  T i e f e l  (M r s .  Ka r l  T ay l o r )  j o i n ed  t h e

church,  as d id Verna Darnold (Mrs .  F ranc is  Wo l fe) .  On th is

same day,  Mr .  and Mrs .  A lbert  Perry ,  parents  of  Mrs .  Cec i l

(Helen) Cotner, joined.

10The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  May  31 ,  1946 .



T h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  w e r e  e x c i t i n g ;  K e l h a m  g r e w  e x -

p los i ve l y  du r i ng  th i s  t ime  pe r iod .  I n  August ,  w h e n  R .  C .

Howard was b a r e l y  t w o  m o n t h s  i n t o  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  f o r t y

members were bapt ized in a lake in the twenty-s ix hundred

b l o c k  o f  No r t h ea s t  S i x t e en t h .  I n  S ep t embe r  t h e  W h i t e

Orchard C i rc le  p laced a  memor i a l  w indow in  the  church  i n

h o n o r  o f  S a r a h  K .  B a t h .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 5 ,  T h e  H o w a r d

Memoria l  L ibrary was started. In this  same year the Ladies'

Aid paid off the one-hundred-dol lar note that had been bor-

rowed to f inance the new add i t ion .  In  June,  the f i rst  m i s -

sion volunteer, Bernice Kimmel, came to Kelham. 

Somet ime dur ing that  year ,  Ke lham purchased two lots

near  Northeast  F o u r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m ,  a n d  S a r a h  B a t h

d o n a t e d  t h e  c o r n e r  l o t .  P l a n s  w e r e  d r a w n  t o  b u i l d  a n

auditor ium. I t  was to be a br ick bu i ld ing ,  f i f ty  feet  by one

hundred and ten feet,  with a fu l l  basement.  The auditor ium

was to seat  e ight  hundred persons .  There were seventeen

c lassrooms,  a  nursery and a  k i tchen in  the  basement .  The

bui lding was dedicated November 18, 1929. The dedicatory

sermon was given by J.  B. Rounds, Baptist State Secretary.

The new auditor ium of The Ke lham Avenue Church

Brother Howard had always been a bel iever in  miss ionary

work,  h is church having contr ibuted more than seven thou-

sand do l la rs  to  the miss ionary  endeavor in the first four



years  of  h is  min ist ry .  I t  was  not  long after  the ded icat ion

that  Brother  Howard led h is  f lock to be deep ly  invo lved in

local  missionary work.11

11The  d i f f e rent  l i s t s  o f  Ke lham's  m i ss i ons  va ry ,  depend ing  on  t he  sou r ce .
Append ix  C  conta ins  the best  in format ion  ava i l ab le  to  th is  wr i ter .





Chapter IV             

MISSIONS ACCOMPLISHED

No church has had  as  many “ fa i l u res"  in  m iss ions  they

have  s ta r ted  as  has  Ke lham.  Ke lham made  an  a t tempt  to

sta r t  a t  l east  ten  m iss ions  t ha t  we re  no t  success fu l .  A t

t imes  t he  w rong  l o c a t i o n  w a s  c h o s e n ;  p e r h a p s  a n o t h e r

Bapt ist church a l ready ex isted nearby.  At t imes populat ion

shifted, and the need for the mission ceased to exist. Some

miss ions were started in areas where there were not rea l ly

enough people nearby. Many  o f  these  were  abandoned  fo r

one reason or another .  Even in these so-ca l led fa i lures,  we

must ask,  were they rea l ly  fa i lu res?  Later ,  churches were

star ted  at  the  same locat ions  in  wh ich Ke lham attempted

m i s s i on s .  Many  f ound  Ch r i s t  i n  t he se  “ f a i l e d "  m i s s i o n s .

“Fa i l ed"  miss ions  w e r e  n o t  a n y t h i n g  f o r  w h i c h  K e l h a m

shou ld  be ashamed.  Many of  them served the  pu rpose  fo r

which they were establ ished, even  though on ly  fo r  a  short

t ime.

A l though  no  chu rch  i n  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  h a s  h a d  m o r e

mission  fa i lures than Kelham, the converse is a lso true.  No

chu r ch  i n  Ok l ahoma  C i t y –pe rhaps  i n  t he  who l e  s t a t e  o f

Ok lahoma–has  estab l i shed more  successfu l  m i s s i ons  t han

has Kelham.

In  the ea r l y  1930s ,  R .  C .  Howard  es tab l i shed  what  he

cal led “Gospel  Teams." These teams usual ly consisted o f  a

g r o u p  o f  l a y m e n  f r o m  t h e  h o m e  c h u r c h  w h o  w e n t  i n t o

surround ing areas and in  schoo lhouses and other  ava i lab le

bui ldings and p resented  the  gospe l  o f  Jesus  Ch r i s t .  F rom

the reports  g iven by these Gospe l  Teams,  i t  soon  became

evident that the f ie lds were r ipe for the harvest and that



Chr ist ians shou ld therefore fu l f i l l  the Great Commiss ion of

making disciples.

One of  the members ,  who had recent l y  bu i l t  a  modest

four - room house  not  near  any  other  church ,  sa id  to  R .  C .

one  day ,  “B rothe r  Howard ,  c o u l d  w e  e s t a b l i s h  a  S u n d a y

Schoo l  i n  my home on  Sunday  a f te rnoons?"  R .  C .  r ep l i ed

that they certainly could. The fol lowing Sunday afternoon, a

g r oup  w i t h  t h r ee  o r  f ou r  t e a che r s  m e t  a t  t h e  w o m a n ' s

home .  The  membe r  h a d  a s s e m b l e d  e i g h t e e n  o r  t w e n t y

people together, mostly chi ldren. After stat ing the purpose

for  the gather ing,  the group was d iv ided into three or four

c l a s ses .  A f te r  t each i ng  t h e  l e s s o n  f o r  t h e  d a y ,  R .  C .

brought a br ief message to the people and announced that

the Sunday School would be he ld  each Sunday afternoon in

the future.  

The fol lowing Wednesday n ight  the  matter  was  brought

before the church ,  and the  church  voted to  estab l i sh  th i s

as  a  miss ion  po int ,  extend ing the  arm of  the  chu rch .  The

church also elected a superintendent of the miss ion Sunday

School .  The f i rst  miss ion stat ion ,  known as North Miss ion ,

was on its way.1  

After  a few weeks attendance had grown to  more  than

fo r t y  and  t he  f ou r - r oom  h o u s e  w a s  o v e r r u n .  A  t e a c h e r

wou ld  take  four  o r  f i ve  pup i l s  out  to  a  ca r  and  teach  t he

pupi ls  in  th is  makeshift  c lassroom. Soon the  necess i ty  fo r

a  house  i n  wh i ch  to  meet  became  appa ren t .  The  c h u r c h

agreed to buy the mater ia l  to bui ld a twenty-by-th irty–foot

bu i l d i ng  w i t h  a  d i r t  f l oo r .  The  b i l l  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w a s

$325, including the roof .  One of  the  men's  c lasses  agreed

to build the bui ld ing. The woman who had in it iated the work

offered two lots for a bui lding. 

1H o w a r d ,  L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s ,  ( H o m e  M i s s i o n  B o a r d  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n
Bapt ist  Convent ion ,  At lanta ,  n .d .) .



The  Women ' s  M i s s i ona ry  Un i on  ag reed  t o  p r o v i d e  a

ch icken d inner  i f  the men would bu i ld  the  bu i ld ing .  On the

appointed day about f ifteen men and the pastor went out to

construct the bui ld ing.  A l though the  bu i lders  were  s lowed

c o n s i d e r a b l y  a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  s t i l l  f i n i s h e d

before nightfal l .  The fol lowing week,  benches were bui l t  for

the building. An old pulpit was salvaged; someone donated a

baby bed for the nursery; and the mission was in operat ion.

From that t ime, on a regular  bas is ,  Sunday School  was held

i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a  s h o r t  s e r m o n  o r  e x h o r t a t i o n  w a s

del ivered by the super intendent.  P raye r  meet i ng  was  he ld

on Thursday evening so that the pastor of the home church

could meet with them. R. C. Howard deemed th i s  a  must  fo r

every miss ion stat ion.2

Severa l  years  later  th is  bu i ld ing was moved to another

l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  h e l d  g r e a t e r  p r o m i s e . 3 O n l y

future histor ians can decide whether the North Miss ion was

a “fa i lu re"  o r  a  success ,  bu t  f o r  t hose  seven ty - f i ve  who

made  p ro fess i ons  o f  f a i t h  the re  i s  no  que s t i o n  t h a t  t he

work succeeded.

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  w a s  w e l l  u n d e r  w a y ,  “ a n  i n -

tens i f ied  miss ion  sp i r i t  b roke out”  in  the  church .4 Two o r

t h r e e  m e m b e r s  w e n t  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t

estab l ish ing miss ions at  other  po ints .  One  young man and

h i s  w i f e  a n d  a  h e l p e r  o r  t w o ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e

church and the pastor, went to a schoolhouse severa l  mi les

out in the country and started a Sunday School that met on

Sunday afternoons.  However,  “the roads were  so  muddy in

the winter that a car could not get there and the work was

abandoned.”5 T h i s  i s  l i k e l y  w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e

2Ib id .
3T h i s  b e c a m e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  S i x t y - T h i r d  S t r e e t  M i s s i o n ,

estab l i shed in  March 1935 (Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939).
4Howard ,  Local Mission Stations.



“Mexican Mission."   

Not many months e lapsed unt i l  t he  man  who  had  been

super intendent at  the f i rst  miss ion fe lt  that someone e l se

could do a better job there. He wanted to move on to a new

f i e l d .  A  schoo l house ,  l oca ted  “ some  two  m i l e s  f rom  t h e

home church on the same side of town and not c lose to any

othe r  chu rch , ” 6 w a s  c h o s e n  f o r  a n o t h e r  m i s s i o n  s i t e .

With the permiss ion of  the  t rustees ,  an  a f te rnoon Sunday

Schoo l  was  s ta r ted  i n  the  basement  o f  the  schoo lhouse .

Th is  was ca l led Crooked Oak  M iss ion .  Af te r  estab l i shment

o f  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  R .  C .  H o w a r d  h e l d  a  t w o - w e e k  r e v i v a l ,

resu l t ing  in  twenty-seven profess ions  o f  f a i t h ,  m o s t  o f

whom were bapt ized .  Ground was leased,  and  a  f o r t y - b y -

f i fty-foot tabernacle,  with sawdust f loor,  was erected.  The

building cost $1,200. 

The miss ion  cont inued to  grow,  and about  “200 sou l s

were bapt ized f rom the miss ion .”7 When the home church

d e e m e d  t h e  m i s s i o n  “ l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  s e l f -

susta in ing,”8  i t  w a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  i t  b e c o m e  a

church. The church was organized in 1934 with 122 charter

members. It was cal led Eastern Avenue Bapt ist  Church.  The

name was later changed to Victory Bapt ist  Church,  located

at 2205 Southeast  F i f teenth .  V ic to ry ,  i n  tu rn ,  sponsored

Sooner Miss ion,  which became the  Sooner  Bapt i s t  Chu rch .

Th i s  chu rch  es tab l i s hed  the  Westm in i s te r  R o a d  M i s s i o n .

Victory Church is st i l l  a functioning Baptist church in 1989.

R .  C .  Howa rd ,  “ h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  d i s con t i n u a t i o n  o f  a n

I n te rdenom ina t i ona l  Sunday  s choo l ,  s i x  o r  s even  b l o c k s

f r om  ou r  S t a t e  C ap i t o l , ” 9 a n d  t h e  p e n d i n g  s a l e  o f  t h e

5Ib id .
6Ib id .
7Ib id .
8Ib id .



bui ld ing, went out on the day of the sa le .  The bu i ld ing was

to  be  o f f e red  to  t he  h i ghes t  b i dde r  by  sea l ed  b i d s .  The

bu i ld ing was about  twenty-by-th i r ty–feet  w ith  a  s a w d u s t

f loor.  According to h is own account,  R.  C.  f igured someone

m igh t  b i d  s even t y - f i v e  do l l a r s  o r  p o s s i b l y  s e v e n t y - s i x

do l l a rs ;  so  he  b id  seventy-seven  do l l a rs .  H i s  b id  w a s  t h e

highest; so he bought the building. 

The fol lowing Wednesday night Howard to l d  the  chu rch

what he had done, and they voted to re imburse h im for  the

bu i l d i ng .  The  bu i l d i ng  was  i n  a  poor  l o c a t i o n  becau se  o f

muddy condit ions; so w i t h  r opes ,  a  Fo rd  ca r ,  and  seve r a l

h e l pe r s ,  t he  bu i l d i ng  was  moved  t o  a  b e t t e r  l o c a t i o n .

Located on rented land, the church's fourth miss ion,  to  be

known as Capitol Mission, was establ ished.10

Th is  m iss ion  was  set  up  l i ke  the  prev ious  ones ,  w i th  a

Sunday School  super intendent and teachers from the home

church. Young preachers w ith  no p lace to preach began to

appeal  to B r o t he r  Howa rd  f o r  a  l o c a t i o n .  Many  o f  t h e se

young preachers got their training in th is  and other Kelham

missions. 

 

9Ib id .
10H o w a r d ’ s  m i s s i o n a r y  s p i r i t  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s

occas i on :  “One  o f  ou r  l a rges t  chu rches  i n  the  c i t y  a t  the  t ime  I  bough t
th i s ,  re fused to  buy i t  o r  to  have  a  m i s s i on ,  s ay i ng  we  d i dn ’ t  need  ove r
f o u r  c h u r c h e s  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  o r  f i v e  a t  t h e  o u t s i d e . ”  T h e  1 9 8 7
Annual  of  the Bapt ist  Genera l  Convent ion of Oklahoma l i s ted  e i gh ty - th ree
churches  report ing  in  the  Cap i ta l  C i ty  Assoc iat ion !



Capito l  M iss ion                          Cap ito l  Church,  1951

In 1941 the Capitol Baptist Mission was const ituted into

the Capitol Church, with e ighty-seven charter members.  A l l

p r o p e r t y  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n e w  c h u r c h .  A  n e w  b u i l d i n g

l o c a t e d  a t  N o r t h e a s t  T w e n t y - e i g h t h  a n d  P h i l l i p s  w a s

completed and dedicated in 1948. The  pasto r  a t  that  t ime

was W.  A.  Squyres ,  father  of  Ray Squyres ,  current  Ke lham

member. 

C a p i t o l  s p o n s o r e d  t w o  m i s s i o n s ,  R i d g e c r e s t  a n d

Crest l ine .  In  1954 Cap ito l  had f ive  hundred  members  w i th

an average of  three hundred and  ten  i n  Sunday  Schoo l .11

I n  l ater  years ,  due to  a  sh i f t  in  the popu lat ion ,  Immanue l ,

the mother church of Kelham, merged with Capitol.

The f i fth miss ion commenced by Ke lham was located in

the  no r thwest  sec t i on  o f  the  c i t y .  The re  was  no  Bap t i s t

church  w i th in  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m i l e s .  S o m e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e

n e i g h b o r h o o d  s e n t  w o r d  t h a t  i f  K e l h a m  w o u l d  b u i l d  a

bu i ld ing ,  the peop le  wou ld  procure the lots .12 The  chu rch

voted to establ ish a mission there and to move the bui ld ing

f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n  s i t e ,  l o c a t e d  o n  n o r t h  K e l h a m

Avenue. The peop le  bought  a  tax- t i t le  lot  fo r  f i f ty  do l l a rs

11”Cap i to l  Bapt i s t s  P l an  Ce remony , ”  The Da i ly  Ok lahoman,  May 1, 1954.
12H o w a r d ,  Loca l  M i s s i on  S t a t i on s ,  r e coun ted  t ha t  t h i s  m i s s i on  a ro se  o u t

o f  conce rn  fo r  an  impove r i shed  w idow  l a dy  who  t o l d  h im  s he  cou l d  no t
a f f o r d  t h e  $1 .75  i t  c o s t  t o  t a k e  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  b y
s t reetca r .  







and the bui lding was moved onto the  lo t .  A  th ree-week  re -

v iva l  was he ld  and  fo r ty -e ight  peop le  were  bapt ized  f rom

th i s  m iss ion .   W i th in  a  mon th  t he  membe r s  ou tg r ew  t he

or ig ina l  bu i l d ing ;  so  a  new aud i to r ium fo r ty -by- f i f ty– feet

was bui l t ,  and the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing ,  “ the  who le  th ing ,  be l l

and a l l , ”13 was  moved around to  the  b a c k  t o  be  u s ed  f o r

Sunday School purposes. 

Th is  m iss ion  was  known as  the  S ixty-Th i rd  St reet  M is -

s ion and a lso as Un ivers i ty  He ights Miss ion.  Estab l i shed in

1935,  th i s  m iss ion  became Un ive rs i ty  H e i g h t s  C h u r c h  i n

1942. It was located at 701 Northwest S ixty-th i rd .  Later  i t

became Westernwood Church,  located at 13024 north Wes-

tern Avenue.14

Un ivers i ty  He ights                  Un ivers i ty  He ights  Church ,  1939
    M i ss ion ,1951

In December of 1934 the  s i x th  m iss ion  was  s ta r ted .  I t

w a s  k n o w n  a s  F o s t e r  M i s s i o n . 15 I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e

southeastern section of the city, in the newly developing oi l

f ie ld.  This miss ion was f i rst  estab l ished in  a  home.  Later  a

good  t ract  o f  l and  was  donated  by  Henry  Vernon  Foste r ,

13Ib id .
14Howard  noted  that  the  f i r s t  supe r i n tendent  o f  t h i s  m i s s i o n  l a t e r  s u r -

rendered to  preach .  One of  h i s  f i r s t  converts  was h is  own  e i gh t - yea r - o l d
son ,  who h imse l f  sur rendered to  preach .

15Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939.





p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  I l l u m i n a t i n g  O i l

Company.16 This company brought in  the d iscovery we l l  on

D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 2 8 ,  i n  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  f i e l d ,  w h e n

Oklahoma City Number  One began product ion .  The miss ion

was located a t  S o u t h e a s t  F i f t y - f i f t h  S t r e e t  a n d  F o s t e r

Road. 

Foste r  M i ss ion ,  1939

16H o w a r d  ( Loca l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s ) l a t e r  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  a
mistake in  not  ask ing for  a  whole  b lock  o f  l and ,  i ns tead  o f  the  ha l f  b lock
Foste r ’ s  rep resentat i ve  o f fe red .





After  rece iv ing the land,  construct ion was immediate ly

s ta r ted  on  a  bu i l d i ng  that  was  fo r ty -by - f i f ty– feet  w i th  a

wooden f loor and a sh ing le roo f .  The  cos t  o f  the  bu i l d i ng

was about twenty-f ive hundred dol lars.  It  was completed in

February 1935.17 A.  E.  Teem, who was k i l led in the serv ice

in  Wor ld  War I I ,  was the f i rst  min ister .18 With in a year the

congregat ion  outgrew the  or ig ina l  b u i l d i n g ,  a n d  a n  e d u -

cat iona l  bu i l d i ng  was  added .  I n  1940 Foste r  M i ss ion  w a s

const ituted into a church .  The name was later  changed to

Twin Oaks Baptist Church,  and they re located to Southeast

Twenty-ninth and High. St i l l  later the name was changed to

C r o s s r o a d s  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a t  9 2 9  S o u t h e a s t  T w e n t y -

ninth.

The next  m i ss i on  p ro jec t  Ke lham began ,  l oca ted  nea r

the  downtown area ,  where  no organ ized church  work  w a s

be ing  done ,  was  known  as  the  Downtown  M i ss i on . 19 This

was among a very destitute group of  people in  the heart  of

the Depress ion .  A l i censed preacher  found a  vacant  s t o r e

bui lding in which he wished to  s ta r t  a  m i ss ion .  The  matte r

was brought before the church, and it  was voted to start  a

miss ion and sponsor the preacher there.  Howard lamented,

“We could only pay him $5.00 a week, but he th rew papers

and did other things to help out.”20 

Severa l  rev iva ls were held at the miss ion,  and one man,

who later became pastor of a Baptist church near  Oklahoma

City,  was saved.  Another  Bapt ist  church started a  m iss ion

only a few blocks away; so Kelham's mission was abandoned.

17Bapt ist  Messenger ,  May  19 ,  1939 .
18Arv i l  E .  Teem is  ment ioned i n  de ta i l  on  page  81  i n  Chap te r  V ,  “A  P r i n ce

Has  Fa l l en . ”
19K e l h a m  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  B r o t h e r  B a l l e w  i n  t h e  K i a m i c h i  M o u n t a i n s

beg inn ing  i n  1935 (Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Church”) .
20Howard ,  Loca l  M i ss ions .



The other  church operated the i r  miss ion for  a  few months

and then quit. Was th is  Kelham miss ion a fa i lure? One man,

who became a  l i c en sed  m i n i s t e r ,  was  s aved ,  a nd  he  was

inst rumenta l  i n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  m a n y  m o r e .  A  f a i l u r e ?

Hardly, by eternal  standards. 

The eighth miss ion, I rv ing, was establ ished in December

1937.21 A committee search ing fo r  a  bu i l d i ng  i n  wh i ch  to

m e e t  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  a n y t h i n g .  K e l h a m ’ s  p e o p l e

decided to br ing Mohammed to the mounta in .  “We dec ided

that the next best thing, unti l  we could f ind a p lace,  was to

take our cars and go down .  .  .  and take them over  to  ou r

home church,  and then take them back aga in .  .  .  .  S o m e -

times as many as 15 to 18 cars would go, and somet imes i t

was necessary to make two tr ips.”22 

When a bu i ld ing f ina l ly  was rented,  i t  was  c lose to  the

downtown a rea .  I r v i ng  M i ss ion  “was  o rgan ized  i n  a  l i t t l e

store bu i ld ing,”  acco rd i ng  to  B ro the r  Howard . 23 In  1938,

Kelham “bought a seven- room dwe l l i ng”  at  308 Northeast

Seventh for the mission, and it  quickly outgrew it .  In 1939,

the Sunday School attendance was “over  250 per  Sunday”

and  “mo re  t han  150  have  been  s a v e d  a t  t h i s  m i s s i o n . ”

Irving rapidly grew, and even though there were as  many as

two  hund r ed  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o u r

bapt ized in  Ke lham through t h i s  m i s s i o n  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e r e

were  se tbacks .  The  ne i ghbo rhood  was  i n  t r ans i t i on ,  and

there was another  Bapt ist  church located in  the  area .  Out

o f  t h i s  m i s s i on  came  seve r a l  Bap t i s t  p r eache r s ,  t w o  o f

21I r v i n g  M i s s i o n  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  h e a r t  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f
Ke l h am ,  a  f o rme r  f o r e i gn  m i s s i on  vo l un tee r  who  had  been  t u rned  down
because of  hea lth .  As a schoolteacher  at  I rv ing School  her  heart  went out
to the hundreds of ch i ldren she saw who  had  no  Sunday  Schoo l  o r  chu rch
l i fe .  She approached Brother  Howard and p laced a burden on h is  h e a r t  f o r
the area .

22Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
23The Bapt i s t  Messenger ,  May 18, 1939.



w h o m  b e c a m e  f u l l - t i m e  p a s t o r s  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y

churches.24

I rv ing Miss ion const ituted as a church in  June  1946.25

L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  c h u r c h  w a s  a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e

bui ld ing of what was “ fo rmer ly  the  Maywood P resbyter i an

Church.”26 K e l h a m  “ v o t e d  t o  g i v e  t h e m  $ 2 0 0 ,  a n d

individual pledges were made for $335.” 

I r v i ng  Chu rch  ( fo rmer l y  Maywood  P resbyte r i an  Chu rch)

On Apr i l  18 ,  1956 ,  I r v i ng  voted  58  to  8  to  se l l  t h e i r

deter iorat ing bui ld ing.27 The bu i ld ing was  bough t  b y  New

Zion Bapt ist  Church for  “$8000 cash .  .  .  and  a  note  f rom

them fo r  the  ba l ance  o f  $22 ,000 at  7% in te rest . ” 28 T h e

24Ib id .
25The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  June  7 ,  1946.
26T h e  I n f o r m e r , K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 4 6 .  T h e

p rope r t y  was  l o ca ted  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  N i n t h  a n d  S t i l e s .  K e l h a m  g a v e
I r v i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a nd  s i t e ,  wh i c h  t h ey  s o l d  t o  u s e  t owa r d
the purchase pr i ce .  I n  add i t ion ,  Ke lham cos igned the  note  w i th  the  Home
Miss ion  Boa rd .

27M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  I r v i n g  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 5 6  (Ke l h am  Bap t i s t
Chu rch  Co l l ec t i on) .  On ly  f i ve  yea rs  ea r l i e r  the  property  had  been va lued
at  f i f ty  thousand do l l a rs .

28Three  months  l a te r  the  church  voted  to  se l l  t he  no te  w i t hou t  r e cou r se ,
accept ing a  d iscount i f  necessary .





church then voted to borrow money “to  purchase  A i r fo rce

[sic] chapel & hospital  bui ld ings, [and] have them moved to

new locat ion .”  I n  September  1956 ,  I r v i ng  changed  t h e i r

name to Utah Avenue.29 

As the number of  Ke lham’s miss ions began to mult ip ly ,

R .  C .  Howard  estab l i shed  a  p ract i ce  o f  ho ld ing  a  month ly

meeting during which he and  the  pasto rs  f rom the  va r ious

miss ions met to d iscuss the progress and the  prob lems of

the  m iss ions .  These  meet ings  were  s ta r ted  i n  1939 ,  b u t

dur ing the war  because of  rat ion ing of  gaso l ine  and t i res ,

they were suspended.30 Whi le  t h ey  we r e  he l d ,  t h ey  we r e

v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y

arose.  

The tenth31 m iss ion  sta r ted  by  Ke lham was  Lone Star ,

located at  Northeast  109th and Eastern .32 I t  was  s ta r ted

in  a  schoo lhouse ,  pastored  by  a  young p reacher  who was

paid enough to enable h im to  commute  back  and  fo r th  to

Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, each week. 

M o r r i s  R o e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e a c h e r  b o y s  w h o  f i n a l l y

29M inu tes  o f  t he  I r v i ng  Bap t i s t  Chu r ch ,  Sep tembe r  2 ,  1956 .  The  m i nu te s
revea l  the  church  chose  “U t ah  Avenue”  ove r  “ Sunse t  Bap t i s t . ”  M i nu te s
fo r  Sep tembe r  12  r e v e a l  t h a t  K e l h a m  c o s i g n e d  t h e  n o t e  f o r  t h e  U t a h
locat ion unt i l  f inanc ing was  a r ranged  th rough  the  Home M iss ion  Board  o f
the Convent ion.  ( See  Chap te r  V I I  f o r  t he  s t r ange  odys sey  t ha t  b r ough t
Ke l h am  and  i t s  f o rme r  I r v i n g  M i s s i o n  b a c k  t oge t he r  a g a i n  i n  t h e  U t a h
Avenue bu i ld ing.)

30Anothe r  he l p f u l  p r a c t i c e  w a s  a  m o n t h l y  “ S i n g - S o n g ”  i n  w h i c h  t h e
members  o f  the  m i s s i ons  and  Ke l ham gathe red  one  Sunday  a f t e r n o o n  a
month  fo r  a  shor t  jo in t  se rv i ce .  Th i s  re in fo rced  the i r  t i es  w i th  the  home
church .  Th is ,  too ,  was  stopped by wart ime rat ion ing .

31T h e r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a n o t h e r  m i s s i o n  o f  s o r t s  b e g u n  d u r i n g  t h e
Dep ress i on  when  a  Bap t i s t  p r eache r  w h o  w a s  o u t  o f  w o r k  a p p r o a c h e d
Howard.  Ke lham rented a vacant bu i ld ing that  a l ready had pews in  i t  n e a r
U n i o n  D e p o t .  T h e  w o r k  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  p r e a c h e r  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s
supe r i n tendent  o f  a  schoo l  i n  a n o t h e r  t o w n ,  w h e r e  h e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s
p a s t o r  o f  a  c o u n t r y  c h u r c h .  K e l h a m  h a d  h e l p e d  a  p r e a c h e r  f e e d  h i s
fami ly ,  and  severa l  made profess ions  of  fa i th  th rough th i s  work .

32T h e  O k l a h a m a  C o u n t y  B a p t i s t ,  Septembe r  1951  s a y s  t h a t  “ K e l h a m
opened the work at  Lone Star  in  1933.”  



graduated by means of th i s  a r rangement ,  got  h i s  s ta r t  a t

Lone star Mission. During the war Roe was a chapla in in  the

South Pacif ic  and baptized many people from the Navy into

the membersh ip  of  Ke l h am .  A f t e r  t he  wa r  mos t  o f  t he se

were lettered out to loca l  churches in  var ious areas of  the

country. 

Lone Star  M iss ion ,  1939

Kelham operated L o n e  S t a r  M i s s i o n  f o r  a b o u t  e i g h t

years. A church located much c loser to the miss ion wanted

t o  a s s u m e  s p o n s o r s h i p ;  s o  i t  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d . 33 A f t e r

ope ra t i ng  Lone  S ta r  f o r  t w o  m o n t h s  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h

abandoned the miss ion a n d  i t  w e n t  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  f o r

some t ime. Later,  however,  the work was started up again,

th is  t ime successfu l ly .34 By the t ime of  i ts  const i tut ing i n

1959,  Lone Star  miss ion  was the “o ldest  in  the  Ok lahoma

C o u n t y  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n . ” 35 A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s

33Ke lham Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  m inu tes  fo r  Ju l y  8 ,  1942 ,  no te ,  “Mot i on
car r ied  to  d i scont inue  the  work  at  Lone Star . ”

34Lone  S ta r  was  adop ted  aga i n  by  Ke l ham i n  spec i a l  bus i nes s  s e s s i o n  o n
O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 4 6  ( M i n u t e s ,  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e
R i cha rd  Skee l  [ “Sk i e l ”  i s  t he  spe l l i ng  i n  “M i s s i on  Coming  o f  Age  at  R ipe
1 5 , ”  Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  October 17, 1959] was  e lected  as  pasto r  o f  the
miss ion by Ke lham.  

35” M i s s i o n  C o m i n g  o f  A g e  a t  R i p e  1 5 , ”  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  T i m e s .  T h e
a r t i c l e  no ted  t ha t  t h e  m i s s i o n  “ d a t e s  b a c k  t o  1 9 3 1 . ”  T h a t  m a y  b e
c o r r e c t .  T h e  a r t i c l e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  “ w a s  r e v i v e d  i n
1944.”  The  m iss ion  l i ke ly  s t rugg led  f r om  1942  un t i l  1944 ,  when  i t  was
begun again and sponsorship was then assumed again by Kelham in 1946.





con s t i t u t i n g ,  J a c k  Rodge r s ,  who  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  t h e

daughter of Gene Strahan (the “tax i  dr iver” who began the

w o r k  a t  P l a i n v i e w ) ,  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r . 36 Jack  Rodge r s ’

father, O. T. Rodgers, was a deacon of  Ke lham. At the t ime

of  i ts  const i tut ing ,  the  pastors  o f  Lone  S ta r  M i s s i on  had

been Orval  Ray,  R ichard Skie l ,  James Alexander,  Mi lo R iggs,

and T. H. Holt.37

Another miss ion, whose genes i s  and  fa te  i s  l os t  i n  the

shadows of  t ime,  was ca l led  “R ivers ide”  miss ion .38 I t  w a s

begun in  1934 and lasted  on ly  some t w o  m o n t h s .  I t  w a s

located in what was ca l led “Mul l igan F lats.” I t  was probably

no t  R .  C .  Howa rd ’ s  unnamed  benevo l en t  m i s s i on  s ta r ted

nea r  Un i on  Depo t . 39 A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  K e l h a m  b e g a n

support of an unnamed mission in China.40

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  t h e  e l e ven th  m i s s i ona r y

e f f o r t ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  w h i c h  i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  w a s  “ s o m e

twe l ve  m i l e s ” 41 o u t ,  a t  S p e n c e r .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  h a d  a

36The  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  T imes  n o t e d  t h a t  “ L o n e  S t a r  i s  o n e  o f  2 9  m i s s i o n s
es tab l i shed  by  K e l h a m  i n  i t s  l o n g  h i s t o r y .  S e v e n t e e n  o f  t h e s e  h a v e
become independent churches.” This count may  be  accu ra te ,  bu t  the re  i s
no way of  actua l ly  determin ing  these  numbers  w i th  anyth ing  approach ing
ce r ta i n ty .

37Ib id .
38Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Chu rch”  (1961) .
39See above,  page 54, n.  29.
40M a r y  F i k e  ( “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ” )  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  1 9 3 1

“L i na  Beck  Hoppe l  came  as  chu rch  m i s s i ona ry ,  a n d  s h e  s t a r t e d  a  G r e a t
Commiss i on  Band ,  who  w i t h  i t s  p e n n i e s  a n d  o f f e r i n g s  h e l p e d  t o  s t a r t
miss ion  work  in  Ch ina .   Ke lham supported four  fore ign  miss ions .  Th i s  had
noth ing  to  do  w i th  the  Gospe l  M i ss ion  Movement  i n  Ch ina  a t  the  f i r s t  o f
the  twent ie th  c e n t u r y ;  i t  w a s  s i m p l y  t h e  o u t r e a c h  o f  a  mis s i ona r y
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  S u p p o r t  f o r  a n o t h e r  u n n a m e d  C h i n a  m i s s i o n  u n d e r  a
Reverend Johnson was begun i n  1934  ( F i k e ) .  Beg i nn i ng  i n  1931  Ke l h am
supported a m i s s i on  s t a r t ed  by  a  Reve rend  W i l cox  i n  B r az i l .  H i s  p i c t u r e
i s  i n  Ke l ham a r ch i ves  i n  t he  Howa rd  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y .  L a t e r  ( s e e  n o t e
8 6 ,  p a g e  7 2 )  K e l h a m  s u p p o r t e d  w o r k  i n  E g y p t  ( b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 3 6
a c c o r d i n g  t o  M a r y  F i k e ’ s  “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ” )  a n d  i n
South Amer ica .

41Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



Bapt ist  church but i t  had gone under  and the bu i ld ing  had

been abandoned.  The peop le  cou ld  not  pay a  p a s to r  e ven

f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  S u n d a y .  K e l h a m  v o t e d  t o  s e n d  a  y o u n g

preache r  out  and  pay  h im  f i ve  d o l l a r s  a  w e e k .  T h e  w o r k

grew; t imes got better ;  and the work was reorgan ized into

a functioning church. “We had been used of  the Lord to re-

establ ish a dead church.”42

One of the o ldest Bapt ist  churches in Oklahoma County

was  the  D i ckson  Bapt i s t  Chu r ch . 43 “ I t  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a

bui ld ing, but h a d  m e t  i n  h o m e s  a n d  i n  t h e  S t a r  S c h o o l

house.”44 I t  h ad  conduc ted  p r each i ng  s e r v i c e s  n o w  a n d

then  (mos t l y  t hen ! )  a nd  h ad  f i n a l l y  c ea sed  t o  e x i s t .  A

m e m b e r  o f  K e l h a m  w a s  a t t e n d i n g  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t

University and wanted a place to preach.  Kelham sent some

men out to assess the s ituat ion.  They contacted the t r u s -

tees of  the schoo l ,  who agreed to a l low a  Bapt i s t  Sunday

School in the bui lding.45 A  Sunday Schoo l  was started ,  but

there seemed to be nothing but  t roub le .  “Peop le  who were

not Bapt ists d idn’t  understand why they cou ldn’t  take the

Lord’s Supper w i th  us .  They fussed because we used Bap-

t ist l i terature and refused any other k ind.”46 

42Ib id .
43The  m inutes  fo r  the  Cent ra l  D i s t r i c t  Bapt i s t  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1913  s h o w

“ D i x o n ”  w i t h  L .  L .  S c o t t  a s  p a s t o r  ( T i e f e l  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  A s s o c i a t i o n a l
m inutes  fo r  1919 do not  show e i t h e r  “ D i x o n ”  o r  “ D i c k s o n . ”  T h e  n a m e
a l s o  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
Oklahoma  a s  “D i x on . ”  I n  1940  “D i x on ”  i s  n o t ed  a s  a  n ew  chu r c h  i n  t h e
stat i s t i ca l  tab les .

44Howard, Local Mission Stations.
45T h e  “ w a l l  o f  s epa r a t i o n ”  be tween  chu r ch  and  s t a t e  was  no t  v i ewed  t o

be as  h igh or  as  so l id  i t  i s  now.  
46Ib id .



Dickson Bapt ist  M iss ion ,  1939        D ickson Bapt ist  Church ,  1951

The old Dickson Church had at one time purchased about

one-ha l f  ac re  of  l and  at  2000 North  Spencer  Road ,  wh ich

was  st i l l  i n  the i r  name.  A  dea l  was  made whereby  Ke lham

and the  defunct  D ickson  Church  jo ined  fo rces .  A  bu i l d i ng

was erected on the land, and Kelham's twelfth miss ion was

born. The mission grew, and in 1940 it was const ituted into

a Baptist church. It is st i l l  operating in 1989.

The th i r teenth miss ion was one that  Ke lham inher i ted ,

so  t o  speak .  Some  membe r s  o f  a no the r  Bap t i s t  c hu r ch ,

us ing money l o a n e d  b y  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  h a d  b u i l t  a  s m a l l

building.47 T h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h  t r i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  i t  a s  a

mission, but soon gave up, asking Kelham if they would take

i t  over .  I t  was  known as  Pack ingtown M iss ion ,  because  i t

was located in the Packingtown area.  When the miss ion was

establ ished it was the only place of worship in an addition in

which five hundred people lived. Due to a shift in the pop-

ulation, however, this effort was f inal ly abandoned.

Ba r nes  M i s s i on  was  t he  nex t  m i s s i on  e s t ab l i s hed  b y

Kelham. Started in 1936, it was located at Southeast F i f ty -

n inth and Anderson Road and or ig ina l ly  me t  i n  t h e  Ba r ne s

Schoo l .  The  p reache r  tha t  f i r s t  s ta r ted  i t  soon  gave  up ,

but Kelham cont inued to support  the miss ion.  Ke lham pur-

chased a tent,  put i t  up  i n  the  a rea ,  and  he ld  a  rev iva l .  A

good number of  peop le  were  bapt ized .  The  miss ion  s low ly

grew, and soon enough money was accumu lated  to  bu i l d  a

47Howard  noted  that  “ i t  was  on  the  oppos i te  s ide  o f  t o w n  f r o m  u s ,  a n d  I
h a v e  t r i e d  n o t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  o t h e r  B a p t i s t
churches;  so I  loaned the man the $20.00.”





bu i ld ing  forty-by- f i f ty–feet .48 T h e  c h u r c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o

grow,  a l though very s lowly .  I t  f ina l ly  reached the po int  a t

which it could be self-supporting, and on January 13, 1958,

it  was const ituted into a Bapt ist church,  with Gene Pa lmer

as pastor. The church continued as a mission of  Ke lham for

twenty - two  yea r s .  The  name  has  s i nce  been  c h anged  t o

C r e s t v i e w ,  a n d  i t  r e m a i n s  a n  a c t i v e  c h u r c h ,  l o c a t e d  a t

7715 South Hiwassee Road. 

Barnes  M i ss ion ,  1939                       Barnes  M i ss ion ,  1951

May Avenue Mission had or ig inal ly been establ ished as a

m i s s i o n  o f  N o r t h w e s t  C h u r c h . 49 A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f

Northwest ,  Ke lham took respons ib i l i ty  f o r  M a y  A v e n u e  i n

1939.50 

Southwest  Fr iendsh ip  Church ,  1951

46The Ok lahoma County  Bapt i s t  (September  1951)  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n
at  that  t ime as  “5  mi les  East  and 1  mi le  South  of  M idwest  C i ty . ”

49Mary  F i ke ,  “H i s to ry  o f  Ke l ham Bapt i s t  Chu rch . ”  
50The Bapt ist  Messenger  (May 18,  1939) .





In 1941, the building was moved around the corner onto

Southwest Th i rteenth.51 I n  J une ,  Gene  S t r ahan ,  who  was

s e r v i n g  a s  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  b r o u g h t  a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e

church to change the name to  Fr iendsh ip  M iss ion .52 L a t e r

the  church  moved to  3001  Southwest  S i x teenth  and  the

name  was  changed  to  Southwest  F r i endsh ip .  I t  was  con -

stituted into a church in 1948.53

The th i rd  Bapt i s t  church  to  be  o rgan ized  in  Ok lahoma

C i ty  was  the  Wash ington Avenue Bapt i s t  Chu rch . 54 A f t e r

t h i r t y  o r  s o  y ea r s ,  i t  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  m a n  w h o

sty led h imself  a f te r  J .  F rank  Nor r i s .  These  were  the  days

of Norr is’s heyday. Due to a divis ive spir it ,  the church sp l i t

several times,55 and wound up los ing its property,  some o f

51” M a y  A v e n u e  N e w s , ”  Ok l ahoma  C i t y  Star (Kelham Avenue Baptist Church
Edition),  May 2, 1941.

52Minutes of  the Ke lham Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  June 4,  1941.
53The Oklahoma County Bapt ist ,  September 1951.
54In  a l l  l i k e l i hood ,  Cap i to l  H i l l ,  wh i ch  a l so  began  i n  1902 ,  was  the  second

church  in  Ok lahoma C i ty ,  though some f rom Wash ington  Avenue  seem to
have  c l a imed that  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  (1936–1938  i n  a s soc i a t i o n a l  r e co r d s )
by  ca l l i ng  the  chu rch  “Second  Bapt i s t  Chu rch . ”  The  s t reet  on  wh i ch  the
bu i l d i ng ,  bu i l t  i n  1927 ,  i s  l oca ted  i s  now ca l l ed  Second ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t
renamed  un t i l  l a t e r .  Assoc i a t i ona l  m inu tes  i n  l a te r  yea r s  i nd i ca te  1902
as the date  of  Wash ington  Avenue ’s  const i tut ing .  The  minutes  fo r  1913,
l ist  1903. Nineteen hundred and two is  the date  l i s ted  i n  the  m inutes  fo r
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  s a m e  a d d r e s s  a s
Wash ington Avenue.  Th is  was ev ident ly  one of  the many sp l i ts  the  church
suffered or an attempt to change the image of  the  church  by  chang ing  i t s
name.

55The  assoc ia t iona l  m inutes  fo r  1926  do  not  show Wash i ng ton  Avenue .  I n
1928 assoc i a t iona l  m inutes  repor t  a  membersh ip  fo r  the  p reced ing  yea r
o f  545 ,  w i th  cu r ren t  membersh i p  o f  497  and  39  bap t i sms .  M i n u t e s  f o r
1929  repo r t  has  no  f i gu re  fo r  t o t a l  membe r s  bu t  l i s t s  59  b ap t i sms .  I n
1 9 3 0 ,  m e m b e r s h i p  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  4 3 7 ,  w i t h  7 1  b a p t i s m s .  T h e
assoc iat iona l  m inutes  for  1931 do not  ment ion  Wash ington Avenue.  I t  i s
a b s e n t  u n t i l  1 9 3 9 ,  w h e n  K e l h a m  t o o k  i t  o v e r  a s  a  m i s s i o n .  I n  1 9 3 7
Second  Bap t i s t  appea r s  i n  t he  m i nu tes  w i t h  t he  s ame  add res s  (601  W .
Washington) and founding date (1902) that Washington Avenue r epo r ted .
That year  Second Chu rch  repo r ted  C l a rence  Ca i n  as  pas to r ,  32  bapt i sms
and a  tota l  membersh ip  o f  70 .  C a r l  N u n n ,  s o n - i n - l a w  o f  C l a r e n c e  C a i n ,
founding pastor of Fortieth Street stated that when he came to Wash-



which was forec losed o n  b y  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  a n d  s o l d  a t  a

sher i f f ' s  sa le .56 With  the he lp  o f  t h r ee  o the r s ,  who  we re

cosigners on the note, R.  C. Howard bought the bui ld ing for

seventy-f ive hundred do l la rs .57 The bu i ld ing had or ig ina l ly

cos t  mo re  t han  tw i ce  t ha t  amoun t  and  was  i n  e x ce l l e n t

shape.

Kelham voted to start a mission there, but Kelham could

not afford to purchase the bui lding; so R. C. Howard car r ied

the note on the bu i ld ing.  I t  was in  the downtown area and

had an auditor ium that is  reported as seat ing f ive  hundred

people.58

The f i rst  Sunday there were four  people in  attendance.

The next Sunday there were seven from the community and

fou r  f rom Ke lham. 59 The  nex t  Sunday  t he r e  we re  e l e ven

f rom the community .  The work grew s lowly ,  but  w ith in  s ix

months it was able to support a ful l -t ime minister.  In 1939,

it  was organized into a church.  At that t ime,  R .  C .  Howard

so ld  the g roup  t he  bu i l d i ng  f o r  wha t  he  had  pa i d . 60 T h e

church  operated  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  c o n d i t i o n s  a p -

i ngton Avenue in  1938,  the o ld-t imers  ca l led i t  Second,  as  i t  i s  r epo r t ed
in  assoc ia t iona l  records  fo r  1936–1938 (Te lephone  I n t e r v i e w ,  M a y  1 5 ,
1989).

56Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
57The  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C o u n t y  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  1 9 3 9

under  pet i t ionary  l e t te r s  a sks  tha t  “ the  40th  S t .  Bap t i s t  Chu rch ,  wh i ch
w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  r e g u l a r  f o r m  M a y  7 t h ,  1 9 3 9 ,  b e  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  o u r
f e l l owsh i p . ”  F i n anc i a l  r eco rds  fo r  Ke l ham Avenue  Bapt i s t  Chu rch  r evea l
that Kelham took ove r  f i nanc i a l  suppor t  o f  Wash ington  Avenue  f rom May
1939  to  Septembe r  1939 ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  e v i d e n t l y  t h e y  b e c a m e  s e l f -
s u p p o r t i n g .  A s s o c i a t i o n a l  M i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 4 0  r e v e a l  t h a t  Wash i ng ton
Avenue pet i t ioned the  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  w e r e  r e c e i v e d .
Ca r l  Nunn  s t a ted  t ha t  Fo r t i e t h  was  s t a r t ed  b e c a u s e  t h e  g r o u p  d i d  n o t
want to be a  miss ion of  anybody (Te lephone Interv iew,  May 12) .

58I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t a n d i n g  a t  2 1 5  S .  D e w e y ,  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  mus t
have been a  typ ica l  case of  min ister ia l  overstatement !  

59Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .
60Ib id .



parent ly  deter io rated  aga in .61 Associat ional  r e c o r d s  f o r

1941–1946 cont i nue  to  show W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e  a s  a

c hu r c h ,  a nd  n o  l e t t e r  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  i s

reco rded .  I t  may  be  that  Ke lham ( th rough  R .  C .  Howa rd )

took over  some f inanc ia l  support  of  t he  chu r ch ,  bu t  t ha t

t h e  c h u r c h  d i d  n o t  c o n s e n t  t o  b e c o m i n g  a  m i s s i o n  o f

Kelham.

Washington Avenue ceases to show up on assoc iat iona l

r eco rds  i n  1947 .  I f ,  a s  th i s  w r i t e r  a s sumes ,  Wash i ng ton

Avenue depended on R. C. Howard fo r  f i nanc ia l  support ,  a t

h i s  dea th  i n  May  1947 ,  the  chu rch -m i s s i on  w e n t  o u t  o f

ex istence.  The ne ighborhood was in  t rans i t ion ,  a nd  u r b an

renewal  and Interstate 40 subsequent ly destroyed most o f

t he  a r ea .  Thus  w a s  t h e  s t r a n g e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d

Wash ington Avenue Bapt ist  Church,  t he  bu i l d i ng  o f  wh i ch

sti l l  stands and is vis ible on the north side of Interstate 40

downtown .  I t  i s  l oca ted  a t  2 1 5  S .  D e w e y ,  j u s t  w e s t  o f

Wa lke r .  The  no r theast  s i de  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  p roc la ims  the

name in ra ised br ick.

In 1952, The Sunday School Builder ran an article on the

h i s t o r y  o f  F i r s t  B ap t i s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  a n d  i t s

m i s s i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  O n  t h e  c o v e r ,  a  g r a p h i c

port raya l  shows Ke lham and  i t s  m iss ions ,  l i s t i ng  Fo r t i e th

S t r ee t  bu t  no t  l i s t i n g  Wash i ng ton  A v e n u e .  N o  s o u r c e s

ava i l ab le  to  th i s  w r i t e r  s h o w  t h a t  F o r t i e t h  S t r e e t  e v e r

became a  m iss ion  o f  Ke lham.62 The  pub l i shed  m inutes  o f

61M i n u t e s  f o r  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  r e c o r d
t h i s  p u z z l i n g  e n t r y :  “ T h e  p a s t o r  a n d  d e a c o n s  p r e s e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
recommendat ions:  (1) That we extend an arm of the church to Washington
Avenue  and  rece i ve  i t  a s  a  m i s s i on ,  w i th  the  assu rance  tha t  t he  pa s to r
[ “ t h e ”  i s  s t r u ck  t h rough  w i t h  “ou r ”  i n se r t ed ]  wou l d  bea r  any  f i n anc i a l
r e s pon s i b i l i t y . ”  K e l h am  Bap t i s t  C hu r c h  d e a con s ’  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s  f o r
March 10,  1941 ind icate that  Wash ington  Avenue  was  “ to  be  d i sbanded”
a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  b e c o m e  “ a n  a r m  o f  o u r  c h u r c h ”  w i t h  “ P a s t o r  t o
guarantee operat ing expense.”  F inanc ia l  records  of  Ke lham for  the per iod
immed ia te ly  fo l l ow ing  do  not  show any  money  f rom the  chu rch  go i ng  to
Washington Avenue. 



the Oklahoma County Bapt ist Associat ion for  1940 conta in

th is  statement: “We, your  commit tee ,  on  recept ion  o f  new

chu rches ,  r ecommend  tha t  t he  40th  S t .  Bap t i s t  Chu rch ,

wh i ch  was  o rgan i zed  i n  r egu l a r  f o rm  May  7 th ,  1939 ,  b e

rece i ved  i n to  ou r  f e l l o w s h i p . ”  T h e  c h u r c h ,  p a s t o r e d  b y

Clarence Cain,  came out of the defunct Second-Washington

Avenue Church and f i r st  met  a t  t he  pav i l i on  a t  Be l l e  I s l e

Park,  east of the present Penn Square Mal l .63

62Contemporary  sources  that  l i s t  Fo r t i e th  S t reet  as  hav ing  been  a  m i ss ion
o f  K e l h a m  a r e   The Oklahoma County Baptist, (August 1951), Ke lham’s
Bui ld ing Dedicat ion Day  p rog r am (Sep tembe r  7 ,  1952) ,  and  Dycus ’ s ,  “A
S t r ange r  Look s  I n s i d e  a  C i t y  Chu r ch :  Ke l h am  Bap t i s t  J u s t  ‘ G r o w s  a n d
G r o w s , ’ ”  Da i l y  Ok lahoman ,  Ap r i l  28 ,  1954  (B rew ington  Co l l ec t i on ) .  A l l
o m i t  m e n t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  A v e n u e  a s  a  K e l h a m  m i s s i o n .  T h e
assoc iat iona l  minutes for  the Ok lahoma County  Assoc i a t i on  fo r  1946  l i s t
1939 as the date of const itut ing of Fort ieth Street.  That date  i s  the  date
Fo r t i e th  pet i t i oned  the  assoc i a t i on  and  was  a c c e p t e d .  T h e  m i n u t e s  f o r
1945 report  1945 as  the  date  of  const i tut ing .  That  i s  the  date  i nc luded
i n  a l l  s o u r c e s  t h a t  l i s t  F o r t i e t h  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  a  m i s s i o n  o f  K e l h a m .
A s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i n u t e s  f o r  1 9 4 5 ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i s t  o n l y  t w o  c h u r c h e s  a s
being admitted to the associaton at the annual  meeting:  M i dwes t  C i t y  and
Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue.  Records  for  1944 l i s t  no  new churches .  Dur ing  th is
who le  per iod C larence (E .  C .)  Ca i n  i s  l i s t ed  a s  pas to r .  The re  i s  p robab l y
no so lut ion  short  o f  heaven to  th i s  puzz le– i f  heaven keeps  assoc i a t i ona l
minutes!

63Te lephone Interv iew w i th  Car l  Nunn .





Fort ieth  St reet  Bapt ist  Church

With  the  ava i l ab l e  r eco rds ,  i t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  e x a c t l y

where  the  s i x teenth  m i ss ion  was  l ocated .  “ T h e r e  w a s  a

s t rugg l i ng  Bapt i s t  chu rch  i n  the  edge  o f  Ok l ahoma  C i t y ,

w i th  another  non-cooperat ing  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  j u s t  t w o

b locks  away.”64 F i n a l l y  a  pa s to r  was  ca l l ed  who  though t

the situation could not continue in  th is  manner for  long.  He

proposed that the  two churches  conso l idate ,  w i th  Ke lham

operat i ng  i t  as  a  m i ss ion .  The  two  chu r ches  and  Ke l h am

agreed, and the building and lot were deeded to Kelham. The

pa s to r  s e r ved  t he  c h u r c h  f o r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e n

resigned to attend Oklahoma Baptist University.  The church

bui ld ing was sold to another denominat ion,  and  the  money

was used to bui ld a bui lding at Barnes Mission. 

So ld ier  Creek M i ss ion  was  the  next  m iss ion  sponsored

b y  K e l h a m . 65 T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n  i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l

Sunday school operating in the schoolhouse at Soldier Creek

for  severa l  years .  F i rst  one k ind of  preacher  wou ld  pastor

for  a  t ime,  then there  wou ld  be  no  preacher  fo r  weeks .  I t

was a  very  inef fectua l  operat ion .  F ina l l y  a  young l i censed

preacher who had no p lace to preach asked R.  C.  Howard i f

Kelham would sponsor him i f  he t r ied to estab l i sh a  Bapt ist

church  in  the  a rea .  The members  of  Ke lham approved the

plan, and the young preacher went to work. “Soon a Bapt ist

f rom the  c i t y  moved  ou t  i n t o  t he  coun t r y .  He  began  t o

t i the ,  and  the  Lord  b lessed  h im great ly . ” 66 H e  g a v e  f i v e

64Howa rd ,Local Mission Stations.
65I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  t h e  “ L o u i s i a n a  B o a t  C h u r c h , ”  w i t h  I r a  M a r k s  a s

p a s t o r ,  w a s  started, according to Vogt’s “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t
Church” (unpublished). M inutes  o f  t he  bu s i n e s s  mee t i ng  f o r  Augus t  11 ,
1 9 4 3  r e p o r t ,  “ T h a t  w e  g i v e  B r o .  I r a  M a r k s  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  f o r  L o u i s i a n a
ex tens i on  wo rk . ”

64Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



hundred do l la rs  for  a  bu i ld ing to move the  m i s s i on  ou t  o f

the school, and a bui lding was bui lt. The work progressed so

wel l  that  by 1943 the miss ion was  const i tu ted  as  So ld i e r

Creek Bapt ist Church.

 So ld ie r  C reek  Church ,  1951

Almost  f i f ty  yea rs  l a te r ,  the  church ,  l ocated  a t  9020

Southeas t  F i f teenth ,  i s  s t i l l  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l

needs of the area.

The exact locat ion and name of  the e ighteenth miss ion

is another that is lost in the c louds of  t ime.  I t  was started

in a smal l  store bui lding located “out some five miles on the

highway.”67 The  work  was  ca r r i ed  on  there  f o r  abou t  two

years ,  bapt iz ing  “qu i te  a  number , ”68 with about f o r t y  t o

f i f ty  attend ing Sunday Schoo l .  When the  s i x teen-by-e igh-

teen–foot building burned the work was abandoned.

The next miss ion adopted was Frankl in Miss ion. Located

s o m e  s i x  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  H o l l y w o o d  C o r n e r  o n  F r a n k l i n

Road,69 twenty mi les south o f  the  c i ty ,  F rank l i n  had  func-

t ioned as a church for several  years.  Dur ing the Depress ion

populat ion sh i fted,  and the church ceased operat ion .  With

f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  a n d  f a i t h f u l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  K e l h a m , 70 t h e

67Ib id .
68Ib id .
69”Ho l l ywood  Co rne r ”  was  t he  name  g i ven  to  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  U . S .  77

a n d  F r a n k l i n  R o a d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  c o m m u n i t y  c a l l e d  H o l l y w o o d
located there.





c h u r c h  w a s  r e a c t i v a t e d .  A f t e r  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  a s  a

miss ion,  i t  was in a f inancia l  condit ion aga in  to  operate on

its own. 

The twentieth mission begun by Kelham was started in  a

honky-tonk. A member of Kelham, a taxi-driver, Gene (D. E.)

Strahan,71  had  fe l t  the  ca l l  to  p reach .72  Brother  Howard

to ld h im that i f  he cou ld locate a p lace to start  a  miss ion,

Ke l h am  wou l d  s ponso r  i t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  S t r a h a n

reported that he had located a bui lding on North Lincoln, on

H ighway  66 ,  some “ f i ve  m i l es  no r th  o f  the  Cap i to l . ”73 I t

had been known as The Lucky Penny  Ba r ,74 but  i t  was  now

closed.  The man who owned the  bu i l d ing  sa id  that  he  had

been  ge t t i ng  f i f t y  do l l a r s  a  mon th  r en t ,  bu t  he  w a s  s o

d i sgusted  w i th  the  rente rs  that  h e  w o u l d  r e n t  i t  t o  t h e

church for  twenty-f ive do l lars  a  month .  He  of fe red  to  se l l

the bui lding for $2,250. The church rented the bui lding with

a ninety-day option to buy.75

Strahan,  was sent out with two or  three he lpers ,  and a

70Joe Lynch and A l  Perry  attended often.
71G e n e  ( D .  E . )  S t r a h a n  s e r v e d  a s  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  a t  M a y  A v e n u e

(F r i endsh ip )  M i ss ion  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  H e  i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  C a p i t o l
Church in  the minutes of  Ke l ham when  I r v i ng  was  const i tu ted  on  June  9 ,
1946.  He  ret i red  f rom assoc iat iona l  m iss ions  work  in  Texas  in  1983.

72A  l e t t e r ,  d a t ed  J u l y  24 ,  1942 ,  f r om  t he  F r i e nd sh i p  M i s s i o n  and  s i g ned
b y  i t s  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r s .  E u l a  P o a g e ,  s a y s ,  “ W e ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f
F r i e n d s h i p  M i s s i o n ,  f e e l  t h a t  o u r  p a s t o r ,  D .  E .  S t r a h a n ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n
with us the past  s ixteen months,  has  had  suf f i c ient  t ime and opportun i ty
to prove to our  sat is fact ion that  he is  t ru ly  ca l led of  God.  I n  con fe rence ,
we voted to pet it ion the Home Church  to  o rda in  ou r  b rothe r  i n to  the  fu l l
m in i s t ry  o f  the  Gospe l  o f  our  Lord  and  Sav iour  Jesus  Chr i s t”  (M inutes  o f
the Ke lham Bapt ist  Church,  August 1942).

73H o w a r d ,  L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  e s t i m a t e  i s  R .  C .
Howard ’s  and i s  not  co r r ec t .  Howa rd  no ted  tha t  “ i t  i s  i n  a  tou r i s t  c amp
commun i ty ,  w i th  not  many res idences  nearby .”

74”A St range r  Looks  I n s i de  an  Ok l ahoma C i ty  Chu rch :  ‘ L i t t l e  Wh i te  Chu rch
o n  H i l l ”  I s  G e t t i n g  B i g g e r  F a s t , ”  Daily Oklahoman, n.d. ( B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .

75Howard ,  Loca l  M iss ion  Stat ions .



miss ion was started.  Strahan put out  c i rcu la rs ,  te l l i ng  the

people that the one-t ime dance hal l  was now a soul-winning

s t a t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  t h e r e  w e r e  f i f t y - t w o  i n  a t -

tendance. Miss Wilma Meyer, a long-time member of Kelham,

was one of the most dedicated helpers. The mission operat-

ed in The Lucky Penny locat ion  for  some t ime,  but  when a

revival was to be held it was he ld in  a tent on four lots do-

n a t e d  b y  G e o r g e  L e a c h ,  a  B a p t i s t  l a y m a n . 76 T h i s  w a s

located  a t  Nor theast  Fo r ty -s i x th  and  L inco ln .  T h e  g r o u p

voted to stay in the tent and not return to The Lucky Pen-

ny.  The preacher at the t ime was John Roe,77 who bel ieved

the church would eventual ly get a bui ld ing and move out o f

the tent on George Leach’s lots. 

F i n a l l y ,  Ke l h am  vo ted  t o  b u i l d  a  b u i l d i n g  a t  2 0 5

N o r t h e a s t  F o r t y - s i x t h ,  o n  t h e  l o t s  d o n a t e d  b y  L e a c h .

L incoln Miss ion,  which became P la inv iew Bapt ist  Church on

September 5, 1948,  stayed at  th i s  locat ion  unt i l  the  a rea

became too industr ia l ized to support a church. At that t ime

they built a new building at 7105 North Kelley.78 

74”A St range r  Looks  I n s i de  an  Ok l ahoma C i ty  Chu rch :  ‘ L i t t l e  Wh i te  Chu rch
on  H i l l ’  I s  Get t i ng  B igger  Fast . ”

77I b i d .  I n  1 9 5 1  R o e  w a s  i n  t h e  C r i p p l e d  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p t i a l  w i t h  p o l i o
(The Oklahoma County Bapt ist ,  September 1951).

78The  chu rch  moved  i n  1961 ,  acco rd i ng  to  “S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y  S u n d a y , ”
The Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  November 10, 1973.



P l a i n v i ew  Chu r ch ,  1951

P l a i n v i ew  began  i t s  own  m i s s i o n ,  S o u t h e a s t  B a p t i s t

Chapel ,  which became Bever ly Hi l ls  Bapt ist  Church,  located

at 400 Southeast  F i f ty-n inth .  Some  o f  t he  m in i s te r s  who

h a v e  s e r v e d  P l a i n v i e w  w e r e  J i m m i e  R o g e r s ,  J o h n  R o e ,

Kenneth Witt, D ick F isher ,  Roy Cr i tchf ie ld ,  and h is  brother ,

David Cr itchf ie ld.79

On August 5,  1945, the East Reno Miss ion was started.

I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h r e e  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  a  d e v e l o p i n g

neighborhood.80 T h i s  w a s  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  l o c a l  m i s s i o n

s u p p o r t e d  b y  K e l h a m .  T h e  m i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a

reviva l  in an o ld tent.  The tent  was  p i tched in  a  cornf ie ld ,

a n d  w h e n  t h e  t e n t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  a  w i n d s t o r m ,  a

ne ighbor ,  Mr .  P a c e , 81 a l l o w e d  t h e  g r o u p  t o  m e e t  i n  h i s

basement.82  Cons t ruc t i on  was  s t a r ted  on  a  r ock  bui ld ing

w i th  an  aud i to r i um and  ba semen t .  The  new  bu i l d i ng  was

ready for  occupancy in s ix  months.  With in four months a f -

ter the founding of the miss ion,  Sunday School  attendance

was up to eighty.

79Ib id .
80H o w a r d  ( L o c a l  M i s s i o n  S t a t i o n s )  r e c o u n t s  h i s  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h e

Meadowv i ew  s ubd i v i s i o n  i n  M i dwes t  C i t y :  “ I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l i t y ,  I
saw one house after another go up.  I  have  been  sca red  ha l f  to  death  that
someone e l se  w o u l d  g e t  i n  t h e r e  a n d  b u i l d  a  c h u r c h  o f  s o m e  o t h e r
denominat ion.  I  tr ied to buy the acreage mentioned but cou ld  get  no  p r i ce
offer .  The owner seemed not to c a r e  t o  s e l l ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  l a s t  s umme r  we
got  a  p ropos i t i on  ou t  o f  t he  owne r s  and  bought  some  th ree  ac res ,  and
now we  have  a  w h o l e  b l o c k ,  a  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  l o c a t i o n . ”  I t  i s  a  f i t t i n g
t r i b u t e  t o  R .  C .  Howa r d ’ s  v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c hu r c h  s t a r t ed  t h e r e  i s  T h e
Howard  Memor ia l  Bapt i s t  Church .

81P a c e  i s  c a l l e d  “ B r o .  F r a n k  P a c e ”  i n  The  News -Bu l l e t i n  (Ke lham Avenue
Bapt i s t  Chu rch  Ed i t i on ) ,  J u l y  29 ,  1949 ;  so  h e  may  h a ve  been  a  c hu r c h
member .

82M r s .  P a ce  s a i d  t ha t  one  mo rn i ng  t hey  had  e i gh t - n i ne  downs ta i r s  i n  t he
s i x t e en - by - t h i r t y – f oo t  b a s emen t ,  n o t  c oun t i n g  t ho se  up s t a i r s  i n  t h e
b e d r o o m s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  r o o m s  ( T e l e p h o n e
I n te rv i ew ,  May  17 ,  1989) .





Abou t  t he  f i r s t  o f  J anua r y  1946 ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o

change the name to  Meadowv iew.  On  December  14 of  the

same  yea r ,  i t  was  voted  t o  c hange  t he  n ame  t o  Howa rd

Memor i a l ,  i n  hono r  o f  Ke l ham ' s  l o n g - t i m e  p a s t o r ,  R .  C .

Howard .  Howard  Memor ia l  M i s s i o n  b e c a m e  a  c h u r c h  o n

Sunday Ju ly  31,  1949,  w i th  213  cha r t e r  membe r s .  O r va l

Ray was pastor  when i t  was  cons t i t u ted  a s  a  chu r ch  and

cont inued as  pastor  unt i l  e a r l y  1956 . 83 Howard  Memor ia l

was  t he  twe l f t h  chu r ch  to  be  cons t i t u ted  f r o m  t w e n t y -

three local missions, sponsored by Kelham dur ing the years

R. C. Howard served as pastor.

Howard  Memor ia l  Church ,  1951

The twenty-second m i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e

women of the neighborhood of Northwest  F i f ty -e ighth  and

May Avenue asked help from Kelham in the establ ishment o f

a  Sunday  schoo l .84 I t  w a s  s t a r t e d  i n  a  t w o - r o o m  h o u s e

83Te lephone  I n te rv i ew  w i th  Mrs .  Ray ,  May  1989 .
84Howa rd  r epo r t ed  t he  beg i n n i ng s :  “ I n  Oc tobe r ,  1945 ,  a  l a dy  c a l l e d  o n e

d a y  o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a n d  s a i d  . . . ’ M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  t w o  s o n s  w e r e
conver ted  and  bapt i zed  f rom one  o f  your  m iss ions ,  th ree  o r  f o u r  y e a r s
ago .  I  thought  maybe  you  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  u s .  W e  h a v e
found  a  l i t t l e  two - room dwe l l i ng  tha t  i s  vacant  a n d  t h e  o w n e r  s a y s  w e
may have f r ee  r en t  f o r  t h r ee  months  i f  we  u se  i f  f o r  chu r ch  pu rposes . ’
W e  t o l d  h e r  w e  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  w o u l d  be right out, so my





that had no electr icity and no heat. I t  was e ight  mi les  f rom

the  home  chu rch .  The  f i r s t  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a  S u n d a y

School  was held.  The  f i r s t  meet ing  had  th i r ty - two  women

a n d  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o n e  m a n  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  A  student at

Oklahoma Baptist University was secured as pastor.  

The  m iss ion  was  f i r s t  c a l l e d  M i l am  M i s s i o n ,  f r om  t he

n a m e  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s

located.85 M r s .  C l a r a  K i n g ,  a  r e a l  p i l l a r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,

devoted her unt i r ing efforts to further the progress of  the

miss ion .  Some o f  those  f rom Ke lham who  l a b o r e d  a t  t h e

new location were Bess Graham and Marie Daugherty.

The f i rst  pastor was J immy (James H.)  B itner ,  who was

l a te r  a  m i ss i ona ry  to  Ch i l e .  The  nex t  p a s to r  was  Johnny

Brewster. Then came Buddy Magruder. About th is  t ime Jack

Rodgers  came as  song leader .  Then there  w a s  a  M r .  D y e r

and a  Mr .  Ho l t .  Other  pastors  who rece ived some of  t he i r

tra in ing at this mission were Paul Sanders, Skip Buford, and

Damon Corley. The name of  the  miss ion  was  l a ter  changed

to  L i nn  Avenue . 86 M r .  a n d  M r s .  C l a ud  Ho l l a nd ,  s t a lwa r t

members  of  Ke lham,  attended L inn  Avenue and  s e r v e d  i n

var ious posit ions.

a s s i s t a n t  a n d  I  g o t  i n t o  m y  c a r  a n d  i n  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  w e  w e r e  o u t  o n
58th  and  May ,  e ight  m i l es  f rom our  church . ”

85Howard  r eca l l ed  the  subd i v i s i on :  ”The re  i s  about  one  house  t o  a  b l o c k ,
a  f ew  b l ocks  have  two  houses ;  i t  i s  p robab l y  80  ac res  o f  l and ,  most  o f
the  house  a re  two and  th ree- room af fa i r s . ”  Howard  d id  not  note  i n  Local
M i s s i on  S t a t i on s  t h a t  h e  b o u g h t  t h e  l o t  t o  s e c u r e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e
m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e n  s o l d  i t  t o  K e l h a m  f o r  w h a t  h e  h a d  p a i d  f o r  i t .  A
warranty deed in  the minutes of  Ke lham records that .

86M a y  7 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  w a s  t h e  d a t e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  “ C h u r c h  H i s t o r y  N o t e s ”
inc luded in  the August 7,  1946 minutes of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church.



L inn  Avenue M iss ion ,  1951

T h e  t w e n t y - t h i r d  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  l a s t  o n e  t o  b e

estab l i shed  under  the  l eadersh ip  o f  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  w a s

Crutcho M iss ion ,  located on Northeast  Twenty-th i rd ,  near

the Taylor Boy's Home. Started on January 11, 1946, there

were  th i r ty - fou r  p resent  the  f i r s t  S u n d a y .  R .  C .  H o w a r d

impressed upon those attend ing t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a  g r e a t e r

number than the thirty-one who had attended the f irst Sun-

day he preached at Kelham. The miss ion progressed, and in

1952 it became Crutcho Baptist Church.

R .  C .  Howard served a s  pa s to r  o f  Ke l h am  fo r  twen ty -

three years ,  dur ing which twenty-three local  miss ions were

suppo r t ed  o r  e s t ab l i s hed . 87 T h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r

miss ions  Ke lham estab l i shed after  R .  C .  Howard ,  we cou ld

wel l  say, “Missions accomplished!”

87The r e  we r e  o t he r  m i s s i o n s  e s t ab l i s hed  a f t e r  R .  C .  H o w a r d ’ s  d a y .  T h e
tota l  number  o f  m i ss ions  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  dete rm ine  and  depends upon the
h i s to r i an ’ s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  what  i s  c l a s s i f i ed  a s  a  m i ss i on .  Reco rds  i nd i ca te
a  m i s s i o n  c a l l e d  “ M a g e r u s , ”  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  J o h n
Q u i c k l e  d u r i n g  N o v e m b e r  1 9 4 9 – J a n u a r y  1 9 5 0 .  K e l h a m  a l s o  h a d  f o u r
f o r e i gn  m i s s i on s  d u r i n g  R .  C .  H o w a r d ’ s  s e r v i c e .  O n e  w a s  i n  E g y p t ,
pastored by Sedd ik  W.  G i rg is .  The Fo re ign  M i ss ion  Boa rd  o f  the  Southe rn
Bapt ist  Convent ion took over support  of  th is  wo r k  i n  1958 .  A t  one  t ime ,
t h e  E g y p t i a n  w o r k  w a s  t h e  o n l y  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  w o r k  i n  t h e  w h o l e
c o u n t r y .  M i n u t e s  f o r  M a y  3 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  s h o w  S a n  M a r t i n ,  A r g e n t i n a ,  a l s o
w a s  a  m i s s i o n  s i t e ,  w i t h  K e l h a m  s p e n d i n g  a l m o s t  $ 2 0 0 0  t o  b u i l d  a
miss ion church bu i ld ing .  





CHAPTER VI

JUSTICE, HALL, 
AND A MOVE

Without the leader  on whom they had depended for  so

many years Kelham was l ike a sh ip without a  rudde r .  R .  C .

Howard had b e e n  s u c h  a  t o w e r  o f  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  i t  w a s

d i f f icu l t  to v isua l ize Ke lham operat ing  w i thout  h i s  s t rong

leadersh ip.  After  the in i t ia l  shock had  subs ided ,  the  sta f f

a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  k n o w i n g  w h a t  m u s t  b e

done, immediately wen t  i n to  a c t i on .  J a ck  Lya l l  h ad  been

ca l led as music d i rector in  March of  1947,  before  B rother

Howard passed away,  and he came on the f ie ld  in  June of

that  year ,  before a  pu lp i t  committee was e lected.1 I t  was

a lmost two months after  Brother Howard’s unt imely  death

a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t y - e i g h t  t h a t  a  p u l p i t  c o m m i t t e e  w a s

a p p o i n t e d  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  w a s

accomplished. The committee were among the ever- fa i thfu l

sta lwarts  of  the church :  R .  C .  Howard ,  J r . ,  C .  C .  F reeney ,

Homer Myers, George Tiefel, and E. M. Gibson.2 

P rayer fu l l y  the  commit tee  began  i t s  work .  They  were

ce r ta i n  God  had  a l r eady  chosen  a  l e a d e r  f o r  H i s  f l o c k .

Although there were others considered, the committee was

unanimous that the pastor God had se lected for  them was

pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Chu r ch ,   A toka ,  Anson  Ju s t i c e ,  a  n a t i v e

Oklahoman.

1Minutes  of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church ,  March  21,  1947.
2Ib i d . ,  Ju l y  6 ,  1947 .
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        Anson Just ice

Anson Justice was born near E lmore City and graduated

from L indsay H igh School  and the Un ivers i ty  of  Ok lahoma.

H i s  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  a t            S o u t h w e s t e r n

Seminary in  Fort  Worth,  Texas .  He was bapt ized ,  marr ied ,

and orda ined in  F i r s t  Chu r ch ,  No rman ,  unde r  “ P r eache r ”

(Edgar F.)  Hal lock.  J u s t i c e  s e r ved  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p a s to r  o f

Tr in i ty  Church ,  Norman for  seven years .3 He  then  se rved

F i r s t  Church ,  Atoka ,  fo r  more  than  s i x  yea rs .  H i s  w i fe  i s

the  fo rmer   Nadean  Tu rne r  o f  No rman .  They  h ave  t h r e e

chi ldren, Ruth Ann, Laurence, and Paul.4

Fee l i ng  ce r ta in  that  they  had  located  the  pastor  who

had been chosen by God to lead the f lock  a t  Ke l ham,  the

committee recommended to the church that it tender a cal l

t o  A n s o n  J u s t i c e .  J u s t i c e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c a l l ,  a n d  o n

September  1 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  h e  c a m e  o n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  K e l h a m ' s

spir itual  leader.  

On June 20, 1948, a seven-room house, to be used  fo r

a  parsonage,  was purchased at  917 Northeast  Nineteenth

Street for f i fteen thousand dol lars .5

Under Justice's leadership, Kelham continued its ro le  as

a  miss ionary  B ap t i s t  c hu r ch .  The  c h u r c h  s e t  a  g o a l  t o

e s t ab l i s h  a t  l e a s t  one  m i s s i on  a  yea r .  I n  1 9 4 7  a  r a d i o

program was started  w i th  Anson preach ing  each  Tuesday

morning at 7:45 A .M .  over stat ion KLPR.6 

3A n s o n  J u s t i c e  w a s  t h e  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  a t  T r i n i t y ,  N o r m a n ,  a n d  s a w  t h e
church through i ts  const i tut ing.

4”P rog ram o f  Ded i ca t i on  Se rv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952 .
5The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  J u l y  2 ,  1948 .
6Ib id . ,  October  3 ,  1947.
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The parsonage on Nineteenth Street

I n  1 9 4 8  N e w a l l a  M i s s i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d 7 a n d  t h r e e

former miss ions were const ituted as churches.  These were

P l a i nv i ew  ( fo rmer l y  L i nco l n  M i s s i on ) ,  S h i e l d s  B o u l e v a r d

l o c a t e d  a t  3 7 0 4  S h i e l d s  B o u l e v a r d , 8 a n d  F r i e n d s h i p ,

located on Southwest Fifteenth.

Southwest  Fr iendsh ip  Church ,  1951

7M a r y  F i k e ,  “ A  H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ”  ( B r e w i n g t o n
Co l lect ion) .

8Mary  F i ke  noted  that  Sh i e l ds  B o u l e v a r d  w a s  s t a r t e d  a s  m i s s i o n  i n  h o n o r
of  the later  R .  C.  Howard.  In  the minutes for  the deacons meet ing  o f  June
9 ,  1947 ,  Ha ro l d  Lass i t e r ,  B ro the r  Howa rd ’ s  a s s i s t an t  and  ac t i ng  l eade r
a f te r  h i s  dea th ,  i n t roduced  “B ro .  S tee l e  f r om ou r  new  M i s s i o n ,  S h i e l d s
B l v d .  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n . ”   L a t e r   L a s s i t e r  b e c a m e  p a s t o r  o f  S h i e l d s
Bou leva rd .







90 Justice, Hall, and a Move

Sh ie lds  Bou levard  Church ,  1951

In 1949 there were eighty-nine more people baptized in

Ke lham than in  a ny  o t he r  c hu r ch  i n  t h e  B ap t i s t  Gene r a l

Convention of Oklahoma.9 

I t  w a s  a l s o  i n  1 9 4 9  t h a t  K e l h a m  m e m b e r  A l b e r t

McClel lan, editor of The Baptist Messenger,  l e f t  fo r  Nash -

vi l le, where he init ial ly served as Pub l ic i ty  D i rector  for  the

Execut ive Committee of  the Southern Bapt ist  Convent ion.

When he le f t ,  th i s  t r ibute  to  Ke lham appeared in  the  last

issue of The Baptist Messenger  edited by him:10 
And Ke lham Avenue,  w ith R .  C .  Howard and Anson J u s t i c e

a s  my  sp i r i t u a l  men to r s ,  how  can  I  e ve r  be  any th i ng  e x cep t
an  Ok lahoman?  Ke lham gave  me a  b road  v iew o f  what  heaven
i s  l i k e ,  whe re  f e l l owsh i p  i s  deep  and  k i nd ,  where  peop le  l ove
e a c h  o t h e r ,  w h e r e  G o d  a n d  a l l  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  c o m e  f i r s t ,
K e l h a m  w i t h  a l l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  c h u r c h e s  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n
chu rches .  Ke l ham w i th  he r  abundant  l i b e r a l i t y .  K e l h a m  t h a t
gave  my  two  sons  the i r  f i r s t  consc iousness  o f  w h a t  a  g r e a t
c h u r c h  c a n  b e  l i k e .  K e l h a m  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  a  p a r t  o f  m e .

G lor ious Ke lham. I t  cou ld happen on ly in  Ok lahoma.

In  1949 Howard Memoria l ,  or ig ina l ly  Eas t  Reno  M i ss ion

and  then  Meadowv iew ,  const i tu ted  i n to  a  chu rch ,  and  i n

1952 Crutcho Miss ion, located at 6900 Northeast  Twenty-

th i rd ,  rece ived  i t s  char te r  as  a  chu r ch .  The  Cha i rman  o f

the Missions Committeeat the time was M. J. Jones. 

In 1951 space was again at a premium. There were two

alternat ives.  The church could expand the present fac i l i ty,

or they could move. There  was much sou l -search ing and a

great deal of discussion as to the proper course .  A drast ic

s h i f t  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  o c c u r r i n g .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  o n

Fourteenth and Kelham was not as desirable a location as it

once  was  becau se  a  g r e a t  numbe r  o f  t h e  membe r s  h a d

m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  T h e

9Ib id ,  Feb rua ry  4 ,  1949 .
10The  Bapt i s t  Messenge r ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 4 9 .  T h e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  o f  t h i s  i s s u e

has a  typograph ica l  e r ror  in  the date ,  ind icat ing 1948.
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transit ional  nature of the neighborhood “made some mem-

bers doubt the wisdom of added bui lding a t  the  s i t e . ”11  A

choice had to be made. Some thought a new location should

be  sought  and  that  the  church  shou ld  be  moved .  O the r s

f e l t  t h a t  t h ey  a l r e ady  h ad  so  much  i n ve s t ed  i n  t h e  o l d

locat ion that they could not afford to move. There was no

easy answer. 

 A f te r  much  p raye r  and  a  tho rough  d i scuss ion  o f  the

avai lable options, it was f inal ly decided to br ing the matter

to a vote of the members.  When the vote came it  was two

h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  t o  s i x t e e n  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  o l d

location.12 The die was cast. 

F rom the  perspect ive  o f  t ime i t  m ight  be  easy  to  say

the  church  made  the  wrong  dec i s i on .  Such  a  conc lus ion ,

h o w e v e r ,  w o u l d  b e  s i m p l i s t i c ,  f o r  i t  d i s r e g a r d s  t h e

dynam ics  o f  t he  chu rch  a nd  t h e  commun i t y  i n  t r o ub l e d

t imes.  Moving the fac i l i t ies any substant ia l  d istance would

have meant abandoning the members of the church. Later a

move was made twenty blocks north, but even that  meant

h a r d s h i p  f o r  s o m e  m e m b e r s .  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  b e

considered in the equation was a rather substantia l  amount

o f  money  t h a t  h ad  a c cumu l a t ed  i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y .  M a n y

hours were consumed in suggestions concerning proper use

of the funds. Voting to bui ld el iminated possible contention

and moved the work ahead.

When the  church  dec ided ,  no  t ime was  was ted .  P l a n s

were drawn for a new educational bui lding, to be located on

the corner  of  Northeast  Th i r teenth and Ke lham.  Th is  wa s

the locat ion o f  t he  o r i g i na l  wh i t e - f r ame  bu i l d i ng  and  i t s

additions, and it was st i l l  be ing used as part  of  the church

operation. 

11” A  S t r a n g e r  L o o k s  I n s i d e  a  C i t y  C h u r c h :  ‘ K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  J u s t  G r o w s
a n d  G r o w s , ’ ”  Ok lahoma C i ty  T imes ,  Apr i l  4 ,  1954 ,  Page  E -1 .

12 I b id .
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Disassembl ing the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing

Lockhoma M iss ion  was  a  rap id ly  g row ing  m i s s i o n  a n d

needed addit ional bui ldings. The original bui lding was sawed

i n to  two  sec t i on s ,  a n d  m o v e d  t o  L o c k h o m a ,  w h e r e  i t

cont inued in the Lord's work for  many more  years .  Actua l

construct ion had begun  on  the  new  educa t i ona l  bu i l d i ng

before  the o ld  bu i ld ing was moved.  The new bu i ld ing  w a s

bui lt around the old as much as possible. 

The new bui lding was two-storied with two s ing le-story

wings. The foundat ions on the s ingle stor ied sect ions were

bu i l t  so  that  an  add i t iona l  f loor  cou ld  be  added  on  when

required. When completed the new bui lding contained 5,600

square feet.

The new educat iona l  bu i ld ing

As soon as  the educat iona l  bu i ld ing was completed a l l

church functions were moved into the new building, and re-
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model ing of  the o ld  aud i to r i um began .  As  o r i g i na l l y  con -

s t r uc ted  the  o l d  aud i to r i um  was  bu i l t  ove r  a  basement ,

w i t h  a n  e n t r a n c e  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  a b o v e  s t r e e t  l e v e l .

Remodel ing plans included lowering the  aud i tor ium f loor  to

s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  a d d i n g  t h i r t e e n  f e e t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e

bui ld ing,  f ive feet t o  t he  r ea r ,  a nd  seven  f ee t  a l ong  t he

no r th  s i de .  The  new  sanc tua ry  was  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d d  a n

add i t i o na l  t h r ee  hund r ed  s ea t s ,  b r i ng i ng  t o t a l  s e a t i n g

capacity to one thousand and f ifty. The new sanctuary was

descr ibed at the t ime as “convent ional  enough to be l ike a

church and modern enough to be up-to-date."13 

I n  l a te r  years  Anson  Just i ce  reca l l ed ,  “We dec ided  to

s h o o t  t h e  w o r k s  a n d  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  r i g h t

dec is ion.  We have m e m b e r s  d r i v i n g  i n  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e

county each S u n d a y .  O u r  m e m b e r s h i p  h a s  r i s e n  t o  t w o

thousand and four hundred."14 

Remodeled auditor ium

Designed by Architect Bryan M i l l e r  and constructed by

Mi lner Construct ion Company,  the new bu i ld ing was one of

t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T h e  e x t e r i o r  w a s  p i n k

13Ib id .
14Ib id .
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Cl inton br ick, t r immed with two bands of  marb lecrete cast

stone,  with a corn ice of  the same mater ia l .  The f ront  was

bu i l t  o f  C rab  Orcha rd  s tone  su r round ing  a  mass i ve  a rch ,

which enc losed e laborate rose window towers above  g lass

doors that seemed to invite the worshiper to come into the

house of God.15  

The co lor  scheme o f  t he  i n te r i o r  was  l i gh t  g reen  and

r o s e ,  w i t h  c i n n a m o n  c a r p e t  d o w n  t h e  a i s l e s  a n d  r o s e

drapes  across  the  bapt i s t ry .  The bu i ld ing was complete ly

a i r -cond it ioned.  A complete ly  new bapt ist ry  was insta l led

as wel l  as new walnut pulpit furniture. The new bui lding was

dedicated on September 7 ,  1952 .  Regu l a r  s e r v i c e s  we r e

he ld  in  the  mo rn i ng ,  and  t he  ded i c a t i on  was  he l d  i n  t he

afternoon.

The  ded i c a t i on  opened  w i t h  t he  P roces s i ona l ,  wh i ch

i nc l uded  the  pas to r  and  deacons ,  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r s ,  a n d

pastors  of  churches organ ized by  Ke lham Avenue  Bapt i s t

Chu rch .  Mrs .  Fe rman  Ph i l l i p s  was  the  o rgan i s t .  D r .  M .  E .

Ramay addressed the assembled group on “The Hazards of

Going On." 

Some of the notables who attended were the Honorable

Johnston  Mur ray ,  G o v e r n o r ;  A l l e n  S t r e e t ,  M a y o r ;  D r .

H e r s h e l  H .  H o b b s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t

Convent ion;  and Dr .  T.  B .  Lackey ,  Execut i ve -Sec reta ry  o f

The  Bapt i s t  Genera l  Convent ion  Ok lahoma.16 D u r i n g  t h e

1 5 ” Program of  Ded icat ion  Serv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952.
16P e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s  o f  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  s u c h  S o u t h e r n

Bap t i s t  l e gend s  a s  D r .  R .  G .  L ee  ( s ee  Append i x  D  f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m
Lee) ;  Dr .  E .  D .  Head ,  P res ident  o f  Southwestern  Seminary ;  Dr .  J .  Howa rd
W i l l i a m s ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f
T e x a s ;  H a r o l d  L a s s i t e r ,  t h e n  s e r v i n g  a s  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  F l a t
R i v e r ,  M i s s o u r i ;  J o e  B u r t o n ,  E d i t o r  o f  Home  L i f e ;  J o h n  W e s l e y  R a l e y ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ;  a n d  D r .  H a r o l d  G r a v e s ,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  G o l d e n  G a t e  S e m i n a r y  ( J u s t i c e  C o l l e c t i o n ,   H o w a r d
Memor i a l  L ib ra ry ) .  I n  add i t i on  t e l e g r ams  we r e  r e ce i v ed  f r om  J .  D .  G r e y
( F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  N e w  O r l e a n s )  a n d  P o r t e r  R o u t h  ( E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y -
T reasu re r  o f  the  Execut i ve  Commit tee  o f  t he  Sou the rn  Bap t i s t  Conven -
t ion) .  These a lso are  in  the Just ice  Co l lect ion .
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evening worship the bapt ist ry  was used for  the f i rst  t ime.

The song serv ice was  l ed  by  R .  C .  Howard ,  J r . ,17 who was

also a member of the bui ld ing committee. Ruth Ann Just ice

and Beverly Howard18 sang a duet.

The  fo l l ow ing  yea r  the  m iss iona ry  g r o w t h  o f  K e l h a m

cont inued  as  L o c k h o m a  M i s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  M a x

Caldwel l  as pastor.  In January 1953 Jack  Rose ,  o f  Ha r rah ,

came as the new Music Director.19

In January 1954 the educational bui lding was completed

a n d  d e d i c a t e d .  D u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e m o d e l e d

auditor ium, part of the educational  bui ld ing was  used  as  a

temporary auditor ium for the church.

I n  l a te  1954  Anson  J u s t i c e  r e s i g n e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h e

pastorate of  Crestwood Church,  Ok lahoma C i ty ,  where  he

rema i ned  un t i l  h i s  r e t i r ement  f r om the  a c t i v e  m i n i s t r y .

The Bapt ist  Messenger  (January 12,  1978) ind icated that

Anson  Just i ce  re t i r ed  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  a f t e r  f o r t y - s i x

yea rs  as  an  Ok lahoma pasto r .  He  had  been  moderato r  i n

three assoc iat ions,  wa s  a  f o rme r  p r e s i d en t  o f  t h e  s t a t e

convention, and was a member of the board of  d i rectors  of

the  Bapt i s t  Genera l  Convent ion  o f  O k l a homa .  Du r i n g  h i s

ministry he preached 160 revivals,  conducted twenty-eight

B ib le  s tudy  se r ies ,  taught  fo r ty  years  at  Fa l l s  C reek  and

l e d  s i x  t o u r s  t o  t h e  H o l y  L a n d .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s

r e t i r ement ,  h i s  son  Lau rence  was  a  pa s to r  i n  Ann i s ton ,

Alabama, and his son, Paul,  s ince deceased, was a pastor in

Oklahoma City.

17” P rogram of  Ded icat ion  Serv i ces , ”  September  7 ,  1952.
18Mrs .  James  Emerson .
19T h e  B a p t i s t  M e s s e n g e r ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 5 3 .  J a c k  R o s e  c u r r e n t l y  i s

re t i red  and  l i v i ng  i n  Tu l sa .
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Dav id  C .  Ha l l

The  chu rch  e l ec ted  a  pu lp i t  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  w i t h i n  a

mon th ,  Dav i d  C .  Ha l l ,  p a s to r  o f  S equoyah  H i l l s  C h u r c h ,

Tu l sa ,  was  ca l l ed .  Ha l l  was  born  in  Ok lahoma County  and

educated in Oklahoma City publ ic schools.  He was orda ined

a t  t he  age  o f  s i x t een  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  p a s t o r  f o r  N i c o m a

Park Church from 1943–1944 and later at Crowder.  He was

pasto r  o f  Ca lva ry  Church ,  Shawnee ,  and  l a te r  Emmanue l ,

Ardmore.  In  May 1951  he  accepted  the  pas to ra te  o f  Se -

quoyah Hi l ls, when the church was on ly  th i r ty  months  o ld .

D u r i n g  h i s  m i n i s t r y  a t  S e q u o y a h  H i l l s  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x

hund red  add i t i ons  to  the  membersh i p ,  two  hund red  and

thirty-nine of which were by baptism.20

David Hal l  was a graduate of Southwestern Seminary in

Fort  Worth.  He was accompanied to Ok lahoma C i t y  by  h i s

w i f e ,  Ma rc i ne ,  and  th ree  ch i l d ren ,  Dav id  J r . ,  Jud i th ,  and

Ma ry  Sue . 21 A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  G e o r g e  G r e e n  o f  T u l s a  w a s

educat ional  d i rector ,  and Don Sea r s  was  Youth  and  Mus i c

Director .22

Hal l  preached h i s  f i r s t  s e r m o n  a t  K e l h a m  i n  J a n u a r y

1 9 5 5 .  D a v i d  H a l l  w a s  a n  e n t hu s i a s t i c  y oung  p r e a che r ;

strong on organization and promotion. He led the people to

practice preaching, teaching, and soul-winning.23

20”Rev .  Ha l l  R e t u r n s ,  He ’ l l  Be  a t  Ke l ham”  (n . d . ,  a r t i c l e  seems  to  i nd i c a te
1954 or  1955),  Westbrook Co l lect ion.

21Ib id .
22The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  Feb.  12,  1959.
23Ma ry  F i k e ,  “H i s t o r y  o f  Ke l h am , ”  n . d . ,  ca .  1964.
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In  the f i rst  year  Ha l l  was at  Ke lham, 1955,  the re  were

two  hund red  and  f o r t y - f ou r  add i t i ons ,  one  hund red  and

twenty-seven by bapt ism.  Tota l  t i thes  and of fer ings  were

$101,544.24

In 1956 the specter of relocation again ra ised i ts  head.

T h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  K e l h a m  w a s  l o c a t e d  w a s  i n  f l u x .

Populat ion was shift ing to the north and west.  The  church

f ina l l y  dec ided that  t o  s u r v i v e ,  r e l o c a t i o n  w a s  a  m u s t .

Events moved swift ly. During th is  t ime Jack Rose,  min ister

o f  mus i c ,  res igned  to  a c c e p t  a  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n  a t  F i r s t

Church, Bart lesvi l le .

The re  we re  l o t s  ava i l ab l e  be tween  N o r t h e a s t  F o r t y -

eighth and Fift ieth, just west of Eastern, where Kelham had

cons idered  bu i ld ing  a  m iss ion .  Th is  p lot  covered near ly  a

square  b lock ,  but  i t  was  L -shaped .  A l though the  locat ion

was ser iously considered, it was not selected. 

The bu i ld ing  committee ,  composed of  C .  L .  F i ke ,  G l en

Pipher, Charles Litton, R. C. Howard, Jr. ,  E. W. Thomas,  and

Claude Barton,  wrest led long with  the  p rob lem o f  exact l y

where  to  r e l oca te .  P rope r ty  on  B roadway  Ex tens i on  was

cons idered,  as  was a  p l a t  on  Nor th  L i nco ln .  Anothe r  s i te

cons ide red  was  Nor thwest  One  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t h  a n d

Western.  

F i r s t  C h u r c h ,  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  P a r k

Estates Miss ion at Northeast Thirty-s ixth and Staton Dr ive

some time before, and things were not going too wel l .  F i rst

Church offered to se l l  the bui ld ing and property to Kelham

for approximately what was owed on it ,  and Kelham bought

the s ite for f i fty-nine thousand dol lars.  

P lans now had to  be  made to  se l l  the  church  property

on Kelham Avenue.  Unknown t o  K e l h a m  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e

members of Park Estates Miss ion protested that they were

never told of the pending sale or  consu l ted in  any manner

24The Bapt ist  Messenger ,  Feb rua ry  19 ,  1956 .
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whatever .  They  comp la ined  that  they  had  been  s hu f f l e d

o n t o  K e l h a m  A v e n u e  B a p t i s t  w i t h o u t  t h e  m e m b e r s ’

knowledge.  Park  Estates  rebe l led .  They were  determined,

but they were ordered to leave the bui ld ing and s ite, which

F i r s t  C h u r c h  h a d  h e l p e d  t o  f i n a n c e .  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r k

Estates M iss ion t r ied  to  e s tab l i s h  a  new  chu rch  and  met

f o r  a  t i m e  “ i n  t h e  a r m y  r e s e r v e  a r m o r y ,  N E  3 7  a n d

Eastern” .25 Dr.  E lme r  R i dgeway ,  who  was  r e t i r e d  a t  t he

t ime,  preached f o r  t h e  g r o u p  f o r  a  w h i l e .  P a r k  E s t a t e s

Miss ion’s attempt to establ ish a church was unsuccessfu l ,

and many f inal ly aff i l iated with Kelham.

Northeast  Th i r ty -s i x th  and  Staton  Dr i ve

T h e  p r o p e r t y  a t  N o r t h e a s t  F o u r t e e n t h  a n d  K e l h a m

covered  “a  square  b lock  and  [was ]  v a l u ed  a t  mo re  t h an

one-half mil l ion do l la rs .”26 The property was so ld to Avery

Chape l ,  A f r i can  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h .  R o b e r t  H .

A l e x a n d e r  w a s  p a s t o r  o f  A v e r y  C h a p e l ,  w h i c h  h a d  a

membersh ip  of  more than e leven hundred.  The announced

“pu rchase  p r i ce  was  $180 ,000 . ” 27 A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e

s a l e ,  K e l h a m  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e w

fac i l i t i es  on  a  th ree  and  one -ha l f  ac re  p lo t  on  Nor theast

Thi rty-s ixth.

The last person baptized at the Kelham Avenue location

25”Orphaned Church  F inds  Home in  Armory , ”  n .d  (Westbrook Col lect ion) .  
26”Bapt i s ts  Se l l  Church , ”  n .d .  (Westbrook  Co l l ect ion) .
27Ib id .
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w a s  M o s e s  G o d d a r d  o f  A d u l t  3 .  O n  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 5 9 ,

Kelham moved to Thirty-s ixth Street,  a lthough the of f i c i a l

dedicat ion was not  he ld  unt i l  Ap r i l  5 .  Geo rge  B ruce  F i ke ,

son of  Mr .  and Mrs .  C .  L .  F i ke ,  was  the  f i r s t  cand idate  to

be bapt ized at  the new locat ion.  Severa l  y ea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e

c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l l y  a d o p t e d  t h e  t r a d e n a m e  o f  “ K e l h a m

Bapt ist  Church.”28 The church ’s  corporate name remained

The Kelham Avenue Baptist Church, which it st i l l  is today.

Construction progressed rapidly at the new location. On

Sunday, Apri l  5, 1959, the bui lding was official ly dedicated.

Designed by Bryan M i l l e r  and constructed by J .  W.  Skaggs

Construct ion Company, the ed i f i ce  was  modern  i n  des ign ,

the  exte r io r  p resent ing  an  i nv i t i ng  patte rn  o f  p i n k  b r i c k

and  g r ey  s tone .  The  t empo ra r y  s anc tua r y ,  wh i ch  wou l d

later serve as Fel lowship Hal l ,  had a seating capacity o f  s i x

hundred and f i f t y .  T h e  u n i t s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w e r e  d e -

signed to care for approximately twelve hundred in Sunday

schoo l .  The  cost  o f  the  pro ject ,  i nc lud ing  pews ,  pa rk ing ,

annex remodel ing, and architect,  was about  three hundred

a n d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h i r t y - f i v e

thousand square feet of space. The dedicat ion serv ice was

held at 3:00 P . M . ,  with presentat ion of the bui ld ing by C. L.

F ike,  Cha i rman of  the Bui ld ing Committee,  and acceptance

of the bui lding by M. A. Fitzgerald, Chairman of Deacons. 

During this trans it ional  per iod,  the church cont inued to

grow.  In  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f o u r  y e a r s  a b o u t  e l e v e n  h u n d r e d

m e m b e r s  w e r e  a d d e d  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  i n c o m e  h a d

increased about  f i f ty -percent .29 T h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  a f t e r

r e l o c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  e i g h t y  i n

attendance.  Two worsh ip serv ices were he ld ,  t h e  f i r s t  a t

8 : 3 0  A .M . ,  t h e  s e c o n d  1 1 : 0 0  A . M . ,  w i t h  S u n d a y  S c h o o l

sandwiched in between at 9:45 A .M .

28Minutes  of  Ke lham Bapt i s t  Church ,  March  6 ,  1966.
29Oklahoma C i ty  T imes ,  Ap r i l  6 ,  1959 .
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In 1958 the Foreign Mission Board  assumed support  of

our mission in Egypt, where Seddik Girgis served as  pastor .

Just  pr ior  to th is ,  Brother  and Mrs .  G i rg i s  were  guests  o f

Kelham for severa l  weeks.  Kelham helped them purchase  a

car to be shipped to Egypt. 

That  same year  Don Sears  res igned as  Mus i c  D i recto r

to  accept  a  s im i la r  pos i t ion  in  Bonham,  Texas .  As  he  had

m a n y  t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  R .  C .  H o w a r d ,  J r . ,  f i l l e d  t h e

posit ion unti l  a replacement could be selected. R. C. was an

exce l l e n t  s i nge r  and  was  a lways  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  i n  a n y

manner possible. R. C.  Howard, Jr . ,  and Mi l l ie ,  h is wife,  had

been marr ied i n  1930  and  h ad  f ou r  d augh te r s ,  B a r ba r a ,

Bever ly,  Kat ie,  and Trudy.  R .  C . ,  l i ke  h is  father ,  R .  C . ,  Sr . ,

started in the insurance business and progressed f ina l ly  to

the specia l ized f i e ld  o f  es tate  ana lys i s  and  management .

After ret ir ing, the Howards moved to a ranch near Cushing,

Mil l ie's hometown.30 R. C. died in 1980.

R.  C .  and Mi l l ie  Howard in  Hong Kong

Members  of  K e l h a m  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  R .  C .  a n d  M i l l i e

contr ibuted great ly,  both spir itual ly and f inancia l ly ,  to the

g r o w t h  o f  K e l h a m .  T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  l e d  t o  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  H o w a r d  M e m o r i a l  C h a p e l  a t  B a p t i s t

Memor i a l  Hosp i ta l  and  the  Howard  Cot tage  a t  t h e  B o y s '

Ranch Town. R. C. was awarded an honorary doctor of  laws

30O B U  B u l l e t i n :  B i s o n  H i l l t o p i c s ,  O k l a h o m a  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g
1983.





KELHAM, CHURCH ON THE MOVE 101

degree by Oklahoma Baptist University in 1974.31

I n  August  of  1958,  a f t e r  R .  C .  Howa rd ,  J r . ’ s ,  i n t e r im

per iod as Music Director when Don Sears  le f t ,  Denny Boyd

of Elk City was cal led as Music Director.

In  January  of  1960 Texas  M iss ion  in  the  southeastern

part of Oklahoma County was begun with A. Lee Hibbard as

pastor .32 T h i s  w a s  a  n e w  e r a  i n  m i s s i o n s  f o r  S o u t h e r n

Bapt ists .  Th is  was in  the per iod of  the new ph i losophy of

“assoc i a t i ona l  m i ss ions . ”  Ke lham’s  m i ss ions  be fo re  t h i s

t ime had been miss ions that or ig inated in the heart of  the

home church or were adopted because of needs in the mis-

sion. 

A t  s o m e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e

associat ion could somehow exerc ise  greater  w isdom as  to

whe re  new  chu r ches  needed  t o  b e  s t a r t e d  o r i g i n a t e d .

Consequently the associat ion had bought property in  what

they  deemed  to  be  g row ing  and  expand i ng  a reas  o f  t h e

county. Texas Miss ion was one of these miss ions.33 In  th is

case the church voted to have the t rustees accept t i t le  to

the  p rope r ty  fo r  the  m i ss i on  on  Southeast  Twenty-n inth

and  beg in  p lans  and  a r rangements  fo r  c on s t r u c t i o n  o f  a

permanent bui lding. In  June the church author ized the be-

31Ib id .
32Minutes of  Ke lham Bapt ist  Church,  December  20,  1959.
33O n e  m i g h t  w e l l  a r g u e  t h a t  f e w  c h u r c h e s  p o s s e s s  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d

resou rces  to  p rope r l y  p l an  m i ss i on  s i t es  i n  expand ing  commun i t i es .  The
h i s to ry  o f  Ke lham’s  m iss ions  and  m i s s i on  f a i l u r es  m igh t  we l l  be  used  as
ev i dence  o f  t h i s ,  bu t  an  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  c a s e  m i g h t  b e  m a d e  b a s e d  o n
s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a s so c i a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n s .  T hough  we  m i gh t  b e  t emp ted  t o
adopt a  corporate approach to miss ion starts ,  buy ing key propert ies  w e l l
ahead of  the i r  deve lopment ,  i t  seems to th is  wr i ter  that  the process  that
has worked f rom the very beg inn ing has a lmost  twenty  cen tu r i e s  o f  suc -
c e s s f u l  c h u r c h  s t a r t s  b e h i n d  i t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  h a s  t h e
imp l i c i t  s uppo r t  o f  M a t t h e w  1 6 : 1 6 - 1 8 ,  w h i c h  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n s
p r o b a b l y  l a c k s .  I n  n o  c a s e  s h o u l d  t h i s  b e  s e e n  a s  a  d i a t r i b e  a g a i n s t
coope r a t i v e  m i s s i on s .  We  be l i e ve  i n  coope r a t i v e  m i s s i on s  a s  t a u g h t  i n
the  New Testament .  I f  anyth ing ,  th i s  i s  a  de fense  o f  chu rch  m iss ions  i n
i t s  purest  New Testament  s en se – t he  s en se  i n  wh i c h  m i s s i o na r y  Bap t i s t
churches have a lways done the work of  the Great  Commiss ion .
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ginning of Shady Nook Miss ion,  w ith Damon Cor ley as  pas-

tor .34

In  February of 1960 George Green submitted h is  res ig -

nat ion to become Educat iona l  D i rector  of  Bapt i s t  Temp le ,

Oklahoma City. In March Jim Moore was cal led from Missour i

as Educational Director.

In September 1960 David C. Hal l  r es igned  as  pasto r  o f

Ke l ham to  become  pas to r  o f  No r th  Phoen i x  Chu rch ,  t h e

la rgest  Bapt ist  church in  the western  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Ha l l

r e t u r n e d  t o  O k l a h o m a  a n d  p a s t o r e d  F i r s t  C h u r c h ,

Ch ickasha,  where he remained for  three years .35 Ha l l  then

served in Madison, New Jersey, where he remained a lmost a

year. From there, he went to Washington, D. C . ,  fo r  a  b r ie f

t ime. Later he was pastor of  the Seminole Heights Church,

Tampa, F lor ida. He currently pastors in Tulsa.

With  the  res ignat ion  of  Dav id  Ha l l ,  Ke l ham was  aga i n

without a leader,  but  there  was  never  any  doubt  that  the

Master  a l ready had chosen exact ly  t he  r i gh t  man  to  l e ad

them.  L i t t l e  d i d  the  c h u r c h  k n o w  t h a t  u n d e r  t h i s  m a n ,

God’s man for God’s time, they would again move. Only time

would revea l  that  the chu rch  on  the  move  was  po i sed  to

move again.

34S h e r i l y n  V o g t ,  “ H i s t o r y  o f  K e l h a m  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , ”  1 9 6 8 .  M i n u t e s  o f
Ke lham Bapt i s t  Chu rch  fo r  December  20 ,  1959 ,  note  that  “ the  M i ss i ons
Committee not i fy the Ok lahoma County  Bapt i s t  Assoc ia t ion  o f  ou r  des i re
to begin a work” in  the Shady Nook community and that  “ the  T rus tees  be
ins t ructed  to  accept  t i t l e  to  approx imate ly  fou r  ac res  o f  l and  l ocated  a
short  d istance South of  N.E .  23rd street  on Post  Road.”

35” B a p t i s t  l e a d e r  r e t u r n s , ”  Oklahoma C i t y  T i m e s ,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 7 7 .  T h e
e x a c t  s e q u e n c e  o f  D r .  D a v i d  C .  H a l l ’ s  m i n i s t r y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f u l l y
r esea rched  by  th i s  w r i t e r .












